
  

Welcome to 4th Grade! 
Meet your teacher: 

 Mrs. Hill 
 
 
 
Hello! Over the summer I moved here from a little town called Surprise, Arizona, there I 

taught first grade for four years. My family and I decided to move back to Grand Rapids to be 
closer to family. I was born and raised in Grand Rapids, I graduated from Ferris State University 
with my bachelor’s in elementary education with a specialty in integrated science and language 
arts. I recently just graduated from Grand Canyon University with my master’s in special 
education.  

I love spending time with my family; I have a four-year old son named Waylon, a 2-year 
old daughter named Kennedy, a 3-month old daughter named Gabriella, a dog named Sparty, 
and my husband Wayne, who is a 6th grade teacher here at Vista Academy. On the weekends I 
will be rooting for the Detroit Lions, and Michigan State Spartans! I am looking forward to 
meeting you and your family as we begin the 2018-2019 school year.  
 

 

Supply list: 
• backpack (big enough to hold folders, agenda, extra)  
• gym shoes (labeled with name) 
• art shirt (labeled with name) 
• 24 pencils (no mechanical pencils) 
• 1 package erasers 
• 8 pocket folders 
• 5 spiral notebooks 
• 1 package of glue sticks 
• 2 boxes of Kleenex 
• 1 roll of paper towel 
• 1 package of white board markers 
• sock, old washcloth etc. for whiteboard eraser 

• 1 box of crayons 
• 1 box of colored pencils 
• 1 pair of scissors 
• hand sanitizer 
• headphones (can be ear bud 

type) 
• Lysol wipes 
• 1 pack of construction paper (1 

color or multi-color) 
• 1 bottle of Elmer’s glue for Art 



 

Exciting Opportunities 

With school of choice, parents have an opportunity to choose a school for their child.  With that 
in mind, parents have to look at many different aspects of a school and decide which would be 
the best fit for their child and allow their child to develop academically.  Vista Academy has the 
best of both of these: a perfect fit for any child, and exceptional academics.  Vista teachers greet 
students at their doors with a warm welcome and handshake making students feel appreciated 
and cared for as soon as they enter the classroom.  With that mindset, students feel more 
comfortable to express themselves, and try their best in class.  Students also participate in 
activities where they get to know each other, respect differences, and learn from each other’s 
strengths.   

A Standard of Excellence 
The fourth grade team is very focused on making sure your child meets all of their educational        
objectives. We take pride in giving every student the best educational experience and we do this 
by teaching the students at their own individual level. We work closely with one another to plan 
strategies and resources that will best meet the state objectives as well as the needs of our 
students.  

4th Grade “Highlights” 
Fourth grade is another exciting year packed with learning! In the classroom, students 
look forward to a Michigan History project, Animal Adaptations projects, Novel studies 
and exploring fractions.  These projects, along with several other learning experiences 
allow students to collaborate with their fourth grade peers.  Our goal is to build a strong 
desire to learn in each student and to equip students with the academic tools needed to 
pursue that desire.   Last year students were able to experience Greenfield Village and 
the Henry Ford Museum for a hands on learning experience.  We look forward to offering 
this experience to our fourth graders again for the 2017-2018 school year!   
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Welcome to 4th Grade! 
Meet your teacher: 

 Ms. Pierfelice 

Welcome to 4th grade! I am so excited to start another school year and work with new students! I 
know we are going to learn and grow in so many different ways this upcoming school year! 

This year will be my 5th year teaching 4th grade at Vista, and I am so excited to return and work 
with all the new 4th grade families.  I love our Vista community and all the relationships I have 
been able to build with our amazing families throughout the years. I have also been very lucky 
to have already met some of the upcoming 4th graders last year as they completed third grade 
and I can’t wait to work and get to know students even more throughout the year. 

Over the summer I have many exciting things planned.  The biggest thing that I have planned is 
that I will be getting married at the end of June!  I am also very excited that I get to spend a 
week in the Dominican Republic! I know we have many families at Vista from the Dominican 
Republic, so I am very excited to visit!  I hope all of you have some fun and exciting trips 
planned over summer. I can’t wait to learn about them when school starts! 

I look forward to meeting you on the first day of school!  We are going to have a wonderful 
school year! 

 

 

 

Supply list: 
• backpack (big enough to hold folders, agenda, extra)  
• gym shoes (labeled with name) 
• art shirt (labeled with name) 
• 24 pencils (no mechanical pencils) 
• 1 package erasers 
• 8 pocket folders 
• 5 spiral notebooks 
• 1 package of glue sticks 
• 2 boxes of Kleenex 
• 1 roll of paper towel 
• 1 package of white board markers 
• sock, old washcloth etc. for whiteboard eraser 
  

• 1 box of crayons 
• 1 box of colored pencils 
• 1 pair of scissors 
• hand sanitizer 
• headphones (can be ear bud 

type) 
• Lysol wipes 
• 1 pack of construction paper (1 

color or multi-color) 
• 1 bottle of Elmer’s glue for Art 



 

Exciting Opportunities 

With school of choice, parents have an opportunity to choose a school for their child.  With that 
in mind, parents have to look at many different aspects of a school and decide which would be 
the best fit for their child and allow their child to develop academically.  Vista Academy has the 
best of both of these: a perfect fit for any child, and exceptional academics.  Vista teachers greet 
students at their doors with a warm welcome and handshake making students feel appreciated 
and cared for as soon as they enter the classroom.  With that mindset, students feel more 
comfortable to express themselves, and try their best in class.  Students also participate in 
activities where they get to know each other, respect differences, and learn from each other’s 
strengths.   

A Standard of Excellence 
The fourth grade team is very focused on making sure your child meets all of their educational        
objectives. We take pride in giving every student the best educational experience and we do this 
by teaching the students at their own individual level. We work closely with one another to plan 
strategies and resources that will best meet the state objectives as well as the needs of our 
students.  

4th Grade “Highlights” 
Fourth grade is another exciting year packed with learning! In the classroom, students 
look forward to a Michigan History project, , Novel studies and exploring fractions.  These 
projects, along with several other learning experiences allow students to collaborate with 
their fourth grade peers.  Our goal is to build a strong desire to learn in each student and 
to equip students with the academic tools needed to pursue that desire.   Last year 
students were able to experience Greenfield Village and the Henry Ford Museum for a 
hands on learning experience.  We look forward to offering this experience to our fourth 
graders again for the 2018-2019 school year!  
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Welcome to 4th Grade! 
Meet your teacher: 

 Mrs. Zawacki 

 Welcome to 4th grade! I am very excited to spend the next school year with you! 
My husband and I live in Wyoming with our son Marcus. We both enjoy playing sports 

and we play on an adult volleyball league in the fall/winter. I also coach soccer and love the 
sport. We live an active lifestyle and are always on the go.  

My favorite season is summer; I love the hot weather. I grew up on a lake and that is 
where we spend most of summer. I enjoy tubing, skiing, wakeboarding, and relaxing on the boat 
in the warm sunshine. Some of my other hobbies include running, coaching, spending time with 
family and friends, and crafting.  

I graduated in 2011 from GVSU and started working for NHA. I started at Vanguard 
Charter in 2012. I have also worked at Walker Charter and Knapp Charter. I have worked with 
students in all grades K-8 but my focus and heart is in grades 3-5. This will be my fourth year 
teaching 4th grade at Vista. 
I am very excited about starting this upcoming school year. I have a passion for teaching and 
love to watch children grow.  

Supply list: 
• backpack (big enough to hold folders, agenda, extra)  
• gym shoes (labeled with name) 
• art shirt (labeled with name) 
• 24 pencils (no mechanical pencils) 
• 1 package erasers 
• 8 pocket folders 
• 5 spiral notebooks 
• 1 package of glue sticks 
• 2 boxes of Kleenex 
• 1 roll of paper towel 
• 1 package of white board markers 
• sock, old washcloth etc. for whiteboard eraser 
  

• 1 box of crayons 
• 1 box of colored pencils 
• 1 pair of scissors 
• hand sanitizer 
• headphones (can be ear bud 

type) 
• Lysol wipes 
• 1 pack of construction paper (1 

color or multi-color) 
• 1 bottle of Elmer’s glue for Art 



 

Exciting Opportunities 

With school of choice, parents have an opportunity to choose a school for their child.  With that 
in mind, parents have to look at many different aspects of a school and decide which would be 
the best fit for their child and allow their child to develop academically.  Vista Academy has the 
best of both of these: a perfect fit for any child, and exceptional academics.  Vista teachers greet 
students at their doors with a warm welcome and handshake making students feel appreciated 
and cared for as soon as they enter the classroom.  With that mindset, students feel more 
comfortable to express themselves, and try their best in class.  Students also participate in 
activities where they get to know each other, respect differences, and learn from each other’s 
strengths.   

A Standard of Excellence 
The fourth grade team is very focused on making sure your child meets all of their educational        
objectives. We take pride in giving every student the best educational experience and we do this 
by teaching the students at their own individual level. We work closely with one another to plan 
strategies and resources that will best meet the state objectives as well as the needs of our 
students.  

4th Grade “Highlights” 
Fourth grade is another exciting year packed with learning! In the classroom, students 
look forward to a Michigan History project, Animal Adaptations projects, Novel studies 
and exploring fractions.  These projects, along with several other learning experiences 
allow students to collaborate with their fourth grade peers.  Our goal is to build a strong 
desire to learn in each student and to equip students with the academic tools needed to 
pursue that desire.   Last year students were able to experience Greenfield Village and 
the Henry Ford Museum for a hands on learning experience.  We look forward to offering 
this experience to our fourth graders again for the 2017-2018 school year!   
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