
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

     

 

Welcome to  
Young 5’s Kindergarten! 

Meet the team! 

Welcome to Young Fives Kindergarten! We are going to have an AMAZING year of learning 

together. I can’t wait to dive into learning with you! I am very eager to begin the school 

year with engaging and exciting activities for Knapp’s young learners. 

I am a graduate of Western Michigan University with a degree in Elementary Education 

with an emphasis on Early Childhood, Social Studies, Science, and Language Arts. This fall 

will be my fifth year at Knapp and my twenty-sixth year teaching. 

In my free time, I enjoy spending time with my family; husband Scott and children Hillary 

(20) and Grant (18). As a family, we love watching movies, attending sporting events, 

spending time together, and traveling. In my free time I enjoy reading, painting, watching 

movies, shopping and spending time creating new things to explore and teach my students. 

I am so very excited to start our journey of learning. We are going to have a wonderful 

time! Enjoy your summer. I can’t wait to see you in the fall!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Bishop 

Mrs. Flowers 

I am a graduate of Ferris State University with a degree in Elementary Education with an 

Emphasis on Early Childhood, Math, and Science. This fall will be my third year at Knapp 

and my fifth-year teaching. 

In my free time, I enjoy spending time with my husband Jon and our puppy Rizzo. As a 

family, we enjoy spending time outside, attending baseball and hockey games, and 

spending time with our families. In my free time I enjoy drawing, watching movies, 

playing with my dog, and reading. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Each Student Needs: 
Full size Backpack 

Water Bottle – Please label with your student’s name 

Tennis shoes for Gym – you may want to keep a pair at school (please label) 

 

Class Donations: 
rolls of paper towels 

Ziplock sandwich bags 

Kleenex tissues 
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We have a ton of fun in Young Fives! There is a lot of opportunity for growth in their motor, social, and emotional  

skills.  We use Zoo phonics for letter sounds and recognition, Haggerty and Tara West Literacy and Handwriting  

Without Tears.  We also use themes to guide our learning and discover more about our world. A few themes  

that we cover include Penguins, Dinosaurs, Fall, Plants, and Gingerbread stories.  

Exciting Opportunities 

With school of choice, parents have an opportunity to choose a school for their child. With that in mind, parents have to look at 

many different aspects of a school and decide which would be the best fit for their child and allow their child to develop 

academically. Knapp Academy has the best of both of these: a perfect fit for any child and exceptional academics. Knapp 

teachers greet students at their doors with a warm welcome and handshake making students feel appreciated and cared for as 

soon as they enter the classroom. With that mindset, students feel more comfortable to express themselves and try their best 

in class. Students also participate in activities where they get to know each other, respect differences, and learn from each 

other’s strengths. 
 

A Standard of Excellence 
The Young 5’s and Kindergarten team is very focused on making sure your child meets all of their educational objectives. We 

take pride in giving every student the best educational experience and we do this by teaching the students at their own 

individual level. We work closely with one another to make sure that we are sharing our strengths and weaknesses as a team. 

We meet weekly to plan strategies and resources that will best meet the state objectives as well as the needs of our students. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to  
Kindergarten! 

Meet the team! 

Hello Kindergarteners, I cannot wait to meet you! I am a graduate of 

Cornerstone University where I received my bachelor’s degree in Elementary 

Education. This will be my second-year teaching Kindergarten at Knapp but 

my first-year teaching with a new last name!  This summer I married my 

wonderful husband, and we are now adjusting to married life. In my free 

time, I enjoy kayaking, hiking, spending time outside, and creating new 

learning tools for our classroom. I hope you have a great rest of your 

summer! I can’t wait to see you in the fall and am looking forward to a 

fantastic year together!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Langerak 

Mrs. Vander Loo 

Hi Friends! I'm excited to meet you.  I received my bachelor's degree in 

Elementary Education from Grand Valley State University. This will be my 

first year at Knapp Charter Academy.  I'm eager to start teaching these little 

ones and watching them grow.  When not at school with "my" kids, I am 

spending time with my husband, 3 year old daughter and 1 year old son.  We 

enjoy playing at parks, camping, going to garage sales and many other 

outdoor activities.  Looking forward to the Fall! I know this year is going to 

be great! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Rubio 

I attended Central Michigan University where I received my Bachelor’s 
Degree as well as my Master’s Degree in Early Childhood.   I have taught 17 
years at Knapp and I look forward to teaching a new group of Kindergarten 
students.  I love how the staff and administration is very supportive of each 
other and puts forth 100% towards educating all their students.  I have been 
happily married for 28 years and we have a 23 year old son and 20 year old 
daughter. Our Labradoodle named Rudy also makes life very interesting.  
During my “spare” time I love to shop, spend time in the sun, and go out to 
eat. I am excited to meet all the new Kindergarten students in the fall! 
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In kindergarten we learn about a lot of topics!  Some highlights are animals, magnets, plants, community helpers, 
the five senses, and economics!  We will also learn all about letters, letter sounds and how to read. 
 

Exciting Opportunities 
With school of choice, parents have an opportunity to choose a school for their child.  With that in mind, parents 
have to look at many different aspects of a school and decide which would be the best fit for their child and allow 
their child to develop academically.   
Knapp Academy has the best of both of these: a perfect fit for any child and exceptional academics.  Knapp 
teachers greet students at their doors with a warm welcome and handshake making students feel appreciated and 
cared for as soon as they enter the classroom.  With that mindset, students feel more comfortable to express 
themselves and try their best in class.  Students also participate in activities where they get to know each other, 
respect differences, and learn from each other’s strengths.  
 

A Standard of Excellence 
The kindergarten team is very focused on making sure your child meets all of their educational objectives. We take 
pride in giving every student the best educational experience and we do this by teaching the students at their own 
individual level.  
 We work closely with one another to make sure that we are sharing our strengths and weaknesses as a team.  We 
meet weekly to plan strategies and resources that will best meet the state objectives as well as the needs of our 
students.  

Each Student Needs: 

Regular-sized backpack 

1 Poly 2 Pocket Folder –please label with first and last name on the  

front of the folder (top, right corner). 

1 pair of tennis shoes for PE classes 

Water bottle – please label with your child’s name 

 

Class Donations: 
Kleenex tissue 

paper towel 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to  
First Grade! 

Meet the team! 

I am a graduate of Aquinas College with a Social Studies Major and Early Childhood 

Endorsement. This year will be my 20th year of teaching at Knapp following 20 years 

as a preschool teacher. 

I love teaching first grade here at Knapp Charter Academy!  I am married and have four 

fabulous children: Sara and her husband Teddy; Kevin and his wife Stephanie; Michael, 

and Jake.  I also have five grandchildren Kylee, Dylan, Archie, Sadie, and Zoe. 

My favorite thing about teaching first grade is to witness how much each child grows 

and becomes a confident reader by the end of the school year! I hope to see a lot of 

parental support as we work together to help your child achieve and have academic 

success. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Dabkowski  

Hello and welcome to first grade! I graduated from Cornerstone University with a 

Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education and minors in reading and language arts.  

This will be my second year teaching at Knapp.  I have a passion for building relationships 

with students and love to see them make connections both academically and socially. I 

grew up in Parma, Michigan and enjoy traveling back there from Grand Rapids to visit 

my family.  
Some of the things that fill my time are playing tennis, reading and spending time with 

my husband and friends. I love being outside whether playing disc golf or simply mowing 

the lawn. I can’t wait to meet your child and support his/her journey through first grade!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Kavaluskis 

I am a graduate of Aquinas College and hold a Bachelor’s Degree of Science and 

Education.  I have been working on getting a Master’s Degree in the Art of Teaching 

Reading from Grand Valley State University.  I have been teaching for 24 years in lower 

elementary.  I have taught 1st grade, here at Knapp Academy, for the last 21 years.  I 

have 2 boys, ages 14 and 18 and a dog name Indy.  We love exploring the great outdoors 

and participating in sports related activities. 

I love teaching at Knapp Academy!  We have amazing staff, families and students.  My 

favorite thing about teaching first grade is helping children learn to read and write.  It 

warms my heart to see the children’s pride in their reading and writing 

accomplishments.  I also love to challenge them and help them learn independence!      

 I look forward to working together with you to make it a successful year for your child! 

 

Mrs. Anthony 
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In first grade we go on field trips to the apple orchard in the fall and to the Zoo and to Frederick Meijer Garden in  

the spring.  Fun projects we look forward to in 1st Grade are a parent interview about their job in January and an animal 

research project in May.  Students can look forward to many more fun activities throughout the year as well! 
 

Exciting Opportunities 

With school of choice, parents have an opportunity to choose a school for their child.  With that in mind, parents have to  

look at many different aspects of a school and decide which would be the best fit for their child and allow their child to 

develop academically.   

Knapp Academy has the best of both of these: a perfect fit for any child, and exceptional academics.  Knapp teachers greet 

students at their doors with a warm welcome and handshake making students feel appreciated and cared for as soon as they 

enter the classroom.  With that mindset, students feel more comfortable to express themselves, and try their best in class.  

Students also participate in activities where they get to know each other, respect differences, and learn from each other’s 

strengths.   
 

A Standard of Excellence 

The First Grade team is very focused on making sure your child meets all of their educational objectives. We take pride in 

giving every student the best educational experience and we do this by teaching the students at their own individual level. We 

work closely with one another to plan strategies and resources that will best meet the state objectives as well as the needs of 

our students.  

      Every Student Needs  

Water Bottle – Please label with student’s name 
Backpack 

Tennis shoes for Gym – you may keep a pair at school (please label) 
 

Class Donations 
Kleenex 

paper towel 
 

 
The teacher will provide a Friday folder, pencils, crayons, glue sticks, erasers, scissors 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to  
Second Grade! 
Meet the team! 

I graduated from Ashland University with a degree in Early Childhood Education as well 

as a 4th and 5th grade endorsement. During the 2020/2021 school year, I was a Para here 

at Knapp working with first and second graders. Prior to working at Knapp, I was a 

substitute teacher in the Grand Rapids area. This will be my first year teaching second 

grade. I am so excited to spend the year with the wonderful students that I got to know 

as first graders!  

I am a Grand Rapids native and after moving out of state for college, I am happy to be 

back! My husband and I just celebrated our first anniversary this summer. Outside of 

school, I can be found hanging out with my family, playing board games, seeing friends, 

and going on adventures with my husband and dog! I am so excited for school to start 

and look forward to a great year! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Puhl  

Mrs. Van Dyke 

I graduated from Cornerstone University with my Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary 

Education. Soon after, I earned my Master’s in Reading from Western Michigan 

University. This coming school year will be my 20th year teaching at Knapp. I enjoy 

working with my second grade teammates. We have fun planning activities and lessons 

for our students. I also enjoy the students because they make me smile every day. I love 

to watch them learn and grow. I will be celebrating my 18th anniversary with my husband 

Tim this summer. Our son, Isaac, will also be celebrating his 14th birthday in June! Our 

daughter, Charlotte, will be turning 7 in November. I enjoy reading, being outside, 

jogging, photography, spending time with my family, and watching sports. (GO GREEN!) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. VanStensel 

I graduated from Calvin College with a degree in education and minors in math and 

language arts. I had the wonderful opportunity to start off at Knapp as a long term sub in 

the spring of 2009. From there, I taught sixth grade language arts and math for five years 

and this will be my eighth year teaching second grade. I love it and can’t wait for another 

great year! I have been married to my high school sweetheart for over twelve years and 

we have been blessed with four children. Henry is 10 years old and will be entering 5th 

grade. Harrison will turn 8 in August and is ready for 2nd in the fall. Our twins turned 4 

this past April and their names are Winston and Finley. So much of our time as a family is 

spent outside camping, playing on the beach and wandering through the woods. I hope 

you each get a chance to enjoy every ounce of summer. I look forward to getting to 

know and teach your child next year!  
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In 2nd grade, you will enjoy learning about landforms, pioneers, the scientific method, plants, and so much more. 
You will enjoy a Polar Express day, dressing up for the 100th day of school and field trips such as the apple      
orchard and Camp Roger. 

 
Exciting Opportunities 
With school of choice, parents have an opportunity to choose a school for their child.  With that in mind, parents 
have to look at many different aspects of a school and decide which would be the best fit for their child and allow 
their child to develop academically.   
Knapp Academy has the best of both of these: a perfect fit for any child and exceptional academics.  Knapp teachers 
greet students at their doors with a warm welcome and handshake making students feel appreciated and cared for 
as soon as they enter the classroom.  With that mindset, students feel more comfortable to express themselves and 
try their best in class.  Students also participate in activities where they get to know each other, respect differences, 
and learn from each other’s strengths.  
 
A Standard of Excellence 
Our Second Grade team is very focused on making sure your child meets all of their educational objectives. We take 
pride in giving every student the best educational experience and we do this by teaching the students at their 
individual level.  
We work closely with one another to make sure that we are sharing our strengths and weaknesses as a team.  We 
meet weekly to plan strategies and resources that will best meet the state objectives as well as the needs of our 
students.  

Every Student Needs: 
Tennis shoes for Gym – you may keep a pair at school – please label 

Backpack 
Water Bottle – please label with your student’s name 

 

Optional Items: 
Crayons, scissors, cap erasers, pencils, glue sticks, notebook, pencil box  

 

Class Donations: 
Kleenex 

extra snacks 
sandwich bags 

spoons 
paper towels 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to  
Third Grade! 

Meet the team! 

Hello, my name is Mrs. Benson and I started here at Knapp in 2018. I received my 

teaching credentials through Grand Valley State University’s Graduate Teacher 

Certification program in 2018. I graduated from Western Michigan University with a 

major in creative writing and Spanish in 2010. In my free time I enjoy playing board 

games with friends, reading, and playing computer games. I’m so excited to teach third 

grade and look forward to a great year! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Benson  

Miss Geary 

Hello 3rd grade! I am so excited to be joining the 3rd grade team this year. This will be my 

fourth year teaching with NHA. I am still new to the Grand Rapids area and am so happy 

to call it home. I am originally from South Side suburbs of Chicago and attended Western 

Michigan University for my undergrad in elementary education, with a focus on science 

and elementary literature. I enjoy watching students find their love for reading and 

always get excited when students have an “aha” moment when figuring out something 

new :) My hobbies include cooking, taking my dog Rosie for walks, and having a cup of 

coffee on my porch with a good book. I will be getting married in October and am excited 

for the 2021/2022 school year!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. VanHouten 

My name is Mrs. VanHouten (pronounced Van-How-Tin), and this will be my 

seventh year teaching Third Grade. I received my bachelors in English and Education at 

Grand Valley State University and moved to Florida after graduation to begin my 

teaching career. After six years in the Sunshine State, my husband and I decided to move 

our family back to Michigan.  I’m passionate about teaching kids to love reading as well 

as finding what they need to be successful.  I’m so excited to be a part of the Knapp 

Charter family and I’m looking forward to a fantastic year!  
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Every Student Needs: 
Tennis shoes for Gym – you may keep a pair at school – please label 

Backpack 
Water Bottle – please label with your student’s name 

1 - 2 pocket Folder  
 

Optional Items: 
 Scissors  

Glue Sticks  
Headphones  

 

Third grade is full of fun!  We read wonderful stories from our Real Aloud and Shared Reading Program.  We read both  
fiction and nonfiction texts so we are entertained and learn many new things along the way.  Our math program is called  
Bridges in Mathematics.  It will focus on multiplication, data and graphing, fractions, geometry, addition and subtraction,  
and problem solving.  In science we will be learning about motion and forces, weather, animal adaptations and survival,  
fossils, and plants.  Our focus for social studies is all things Michigan; its history, economics, and government.  We do go on  
field trips in third grade.  We visit the IMAX for a 3D movie, Saul Lake Bog, the Recycle Center, and the Blandford Nature 
Center.  We also try to have guest speakers throughout the year. 
 

Exciting Opportunities 
With school of choice, parents have an opportunity to choose a school for their child.  With that in mind, parents have to look at 
many different aspects of a school and decide which would be the best fit for their child and allow their child to develop 
academically.   
Knapp Academy has the best of both of these: a perfect fit for any child and exceptional academics.  Knapp teachers greet 
students at their doors with a warm welcome and handshake making students feel appreciated and cared for as soon as they 
enter the classroom.  With that mindset, students feel more comfortable to express themselves and try their best in class.  
Students also participate in activities where they get to know each other, respect differences and learn from each other’s 
strengths.  
 

A Standard of Excellence 
The Third Grade team is very focused on making sure your child meets all of their educational objectives. We take pride in giving 
every student the best educational experience and we do this by teaching the students at their own individual level.  
We work closely with one another to make sure that we are sharing our strengths and weaknesses as a team.  We meet weekly 
to plan strategies and resources that will best meet the state objectives as well as the needs of our students.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to  
Fourth Grade! 

Meet the team! 

Hello 4th graders & families! I am so excited to begin my 3rd year at Knapp! Prior to 

Knapp, I taught 1st grade for a year and 4th grade for three years at Renaissance Public 

School Academy in Mount Pleasant. I attended Central Michigan University, where I 

completed my bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education, as well as my master’s degree 

in Reading & Literacy. I am originally from the beautiful area of Traverse City, where I met 

my wonderful husband. We have two amazing children, Alyvia who is 7 and loves 

cheetahs and Kaden who is 4 and obsessed with Baby Shark. In my spare time I love being 

outside with my family, going for walks on our property & exploring new parks, spending 

time at the beach, reading and baking. I look forward to getting know all of you and 

spending the year learning together!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Groll  

Miss Saxton 

Hello 4th graders and families! I am so excited to begin my teaching career at Knapp! This 

is my first year teaching 4th grade, but I completed my Student Teaching at Knapp in a 

4th grade classroom. I graduated from Grand Valley State University with my Bachelor’s 

in Education (Elementary) and Group Social Studies in May 2021. I am originally from 

Grant, MI, a very small town located north of Grand Rapids. I live with two of my older 

sisters in our recently bought house in Hudsonville! In my free time I like to go to Lake 

Michigan, read books, kayak down the river, go on long hikes, spend time with my very 

large family and renovate our new house! I can’t wait to start this incredible adventure 

with you all in August!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Vriesema 

Hello fourth grade students and families! This is my fourth year at Knapp, and I love 

being a part of this wonderful community! I am a graduate of Hope College with a degree 

in K-8 Mathematics Education. Before I came to Knapp, I worked as a paraprofessional 

and a long-term substitute for 4 years in the West Michigan Area. I got married this past 

summer and live in Holland with my husband and our adorable dog! In my spare time, I 

love baking and I am an avid reader, especially with a hot cup of coffee or tea. I also love 

participating in outdoor activities like boating, running, skiing, and walking my dog. I am 

so excited to meet you all in August and start this journey together! 
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Every Student Needs: 
Tennis shoes for Gym – you may keep a pair at school – please label 

Backpack 
Water Bottle – please label with your student’s name 

5 solid color folders: one red, blue, yellow, green, and orange 

For Spanish – 1 two pocket folder any color/design 
 

Optional Items: 
1 box of sharpened pencils 

coloring utensils (markers, colored pencils, crayons) 

scissors 

glue sticks 

a pencil pouch- no boxes please 

 

Class Donations: 
Kleenex 

paper towel 

 

We have a lot of fun in fourth grade!  The main highlight is our trip to Camp Manitou-Lin in the spring.  We go 
canoeing, rock wall climbing, do archery, crafts, and other fun games and activities.   It’s something that the 
students and the teachers look forward to all year long!  Another highlight is our day trip to Lansing, visiting the 
Impression 5 Science Center, the Michigan Historical Museum, and the Capitol Building.   
 

Exciting Opportunities 
With school of choice, parents have an opportunity to choose a school for their child.  With that in mind, parents 
have to look at many different aspects of a school and decide which would be the best fit for their child and allow 
their child to develop academically.   
Knapp Academy has the best of both of these: a perfect fit for any child and exceptional academics.  Knapp teachers 
greet students at their doors with a warm welcome and handshake making students feel appreciated and cared for 
as soon as they enter the classroom.  With that mindset, students feel more comfortable to express themselves and 
try their best in class.  Students also participate in activities where they get to know each other, respect differences, 
and learn from each other’s strengths.  
 

A Standard of Excellence 
The Fourth Grade team is very focused on making sure your child meets all of their educational objectives. We take 
pride in giving every student the best educational experience and we do this by teaching the students at their own 
individual level.  
We work closely with one another to make sure that we are sharing our strengths and weaknesses as a team.  We 
meet weekly to plan strategies and resources that will best meet the state objectives as well as the needs of our 
students.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to  
Fifth Grade! 

Meet the team! 

Welcome fifth graders! It’s going to be a great year! This will be my tenth year teaching at 

Knapp. I graduated from Calvin University after being a stay-at-home mom for 11 years. 

My husband and I live in Jenison and have three adult children.  I LOVE being a mom and 

enjoy anytime I can spend with my kids. Our family enjoys the beach, taking 

walks, dinners out, and watching movies. In my free time, I enjoy reading, exercising, 

golfing, spending time with friends, and shopping. I am excited to spend the next school 

year with you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Bobeldyk 

Mrs. Kehoe 

Hi, fifth graders!  I am looking forward to a year full of learning and exploring in fifth 

grade at Knapp Charter Academy.  This will be my fifth year with National Heritage 

Academies.  I graduated from Indiana University with a bachelor’s degree in Elementary 

Education and Western Michigan University with a master’s degree in Reading.  I have 

been teaching since 1994.  Most of my teaching career was spent in fourth grade; 

although, I have taught other grades.  Spending time with my family brings me joy.  Just 

recently, I was married in July of 2020.  My husband and I have three sons together.  I 

also enjoy spending time with our pets: Henry, the beagle, and Sadie, the cat.  In my free 

time, I love traveling, hiking, walking, reading, crocheting, shopping, and cooking. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Presnell 

I am excited for another year at Knapp and can’t wait to grow alongside all of you. I am 

from the Indianapolis area and graduated from Huntington University. I have taught a 

few years in 6th grade and am super excited for all the adventures that will happen in 

5th. My husband and I moved to Grand Rapids two years ago and quickly began to love 

this city. While not at school, you can find me, spending time with friends, getting a latte 

at a local coffee shop, reading, or watching movies. In the summer I love going to the 

beach and spending as much time outside as possible!  
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Every Student Needs: 
Backpack 

Water Bottle – please label with your student’s name 
3 – one subject notebooks 
Small pencil pouch/holder 

6 folders – one durable for homework 
 

Class Donations: 
Kleenex 

Individually Packaged Snacks 
Paper Towel 

In 5th grade we use different management tools to encourage positive behavior both inside and outside of the classroom.  
First, students will have the opportunity to earn points each week through an app called “Class Dojo”. These points can  
be given, but also taken away, to motivate students to be safe, respectful, and responsible students in the classroom.  
Students will earn rewards at the end of the week for their hard work! Second, students will be able to receive tickets from any 
Knapp staff who observes students following our school-wide expectations. They will then have the chance to enter a monthly 
drawing for large prizes using the tickets they have earned! In 5th grade, we will complete a research project about a famous 
figure from history using the “Who Was” book series as our main resource. Then, we create a speech to become that person at 
our annual Wax Theater! It is always a huge hit with both parents and students! Wax Theater serves as a fundraiser for our end of 
the year field trip to Michigan Adventure!  
 
Exciting Opportunities 
With school of choice, parents have an opportunity to choose a school for their child. With that in mind, parents have to look at 
many different aspects of a school and decide which would be the best fit for their child and allow their child to develop 
academically. Knapp Academy has the best of both of these: a perfect fit for any child and exceptional academics. Knapp teachers 
greet students at their doors with a warm welcome and handshake making students feel appreciated and cared for as soon as 
they enter the classroom. With that mindset, students feel more comfortable to express themselves and try their best in class. 
Students also participate in activities where they get to know each other, respect differences, and learn from each other’s 
strengths.  
 
A Standard of Excellence 
The Fifth Grade team is very focused on making sure your child meets all of their educational objectives. We take pride in giving 

every student the best educational experience and we do this by teaching the students at their own individual level. We work 

closely with one another to make sure that we are sharing our strengths and best practices as a team. We meet weekly to plan 

strategies and resources that will best meet the objectives as well as the needs of our students.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Welcome to  
Middle School! 
Meet the team! 

Hello and welcome to my 7th-grade math! I can’t wait to get to know you throughout the school 

year. I am a graduate of Grand Valley State University with a degree in Elementary Education with 

an emphasis in Mathematics. I love math! I enjoy the creative process that comes with solving 

math problems. There are so many different ways to solve math problems and I am very excited 

to get to explore that with you. My hope is that during your time in my classroom, we will build 

on the foundation you already have, explore new types of math processes, and hopefully learn 

some real-life solutions. When I’m not at school I’m usually at home with my three roommates 

and our bunny, Yogi. I enjoy reading and watching shows or movies. During the summer, I love 

spending my days at the beach. There is nothing better than feeling the heat of the sun, relaxing 

in the sand, and swimming.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miss Bailey 

Mr. Gorbold 

Hello all! I love being a part of the Middle School teaching team here at Knapp Charter Academy. I am 

originally from the city of Royal Oak which is located on the east side of the state. I moved to Grand 

Rapids to study at Grand Valley State University as well as expand my professional ties. Relocating to 

the west side of the state continues to be one of the best decisions of my life, as I enjoy the Grand 

Rapids atmosphere and the opportunities that come with it. I graduated from Grand Valley State 

University with a Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education and Social Studies. I chose to focus my 

schooling on Social Studies because it was always favorite subject when I was in school. Throughout 

my education, social studies helped me learn about the world as much as it helped me learn about 

myself, and I am excited to pass on my passion for learning to my students as well as learn a thing or 

two from them. I look forward to the professional growth that working with Knapp offers and hope to 

give back to the community that I now call home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Kent 

New Teacher 

Hi, my name is Brynley Kent. I am from South Africa and I have had three years of 

teaching experience in South Korea. I studied Business and developed a love of learning 

during my time abroad. I will be teaching 8th grade mathematics this year. My teaching 

philosophy is centered around relationships. The best way to learn about life and pass on 

knowledge is by building a strong foundation with the people you will be teaching. 

Education is about more than just learning information, it is about learning the skills you 

need to succeed in life. That is why I am here. 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           
 
 

 
 

Welcome to 7th grade ELA at KCA! I feel so blessed to be able to share my life-long love of reading 
and writing with your scholars! I truly believe that stories help us to build sympathy, empathy, and 
compassion for others—and can teach us something about ourselves as well. In addition, being able 
to write effectively is going to help your scholar in whatever path they choose. It is always my 
highest goal to improve students’ skills to prepare them for the next step in their journey.  
This is my eighteenth year in education! I graduated from GVSU with degrees in English and French 
and am certified to teach both at the secondary level. When my two children were younger, I subbed 
at local high schools and middle schools, so I could spend most of my time home with them. When 
they were old enough to be in school, I returned to GVSU and earned a master’s degree in English. 
After teaching at GRCC and MCC for a couple of years, I began graduate studies, pursuing a PhD at 
MSU, where I also taught English and humanities courses for several years. 
When I’m not at school, I enjoy spending time with my two children. We enjoy hiking and traveling 
together. And, of course, I’m always reading a book (or two, or three)! 
 

I graduated from Ferris State University in 2015 with my bachelor’s degree in Elementary 

Education. I also have my certification in Science and Language Arts. This is my 5th year 

Knapp Charter Academy. Science is a huge passion of mine and I look forward to sharing 

that with each of you this year. Outside of school my husband and I enjoying being 

outside with our two boys Gavin and Declan. In my free time I enjoy reading, crafting and 

traveling. 

 This is my 6th year in Education and my 3nd year at Knapp Charter. I attended two years at Northern 
Michigan University in “God’s Country” and realized how cold it was there, so I decided to transfer to 
Central Michigan University where I finished my degree. Fire Up Chips! I received a Bachelors in 
Education with a major in English, and a minor in English as A Second Language. 
When I am not at school, I enjoy taking long walks and hiking when it’s not during Michigan’s cold 
winters and attending Latin Dance events in Grand Rapids throughout the year. My other passions 
include traveling (I have been to 15 different countries) but plan to visit more of the states here in the 
US, fitness, and cooking. I am a proud new mother to a beautiful baby girl, Isabella, and have the most 
wonderful Fiancé, Federico. 
Fall 2021 will come with exciting news as I have the privilege of not only teaching 8th graders but I get to 
teach one 7th grade course as well- how exciting! I am excited to share my passion for English with you all 
because I, like most of you, did not enjoy English in grade school. Why you ask? It was boring! However, 
our team of English educators at NHA have chosen stimulating and age specific novels and short stories 

that will keep you wanting to read more. Let’s not forget about learning to analyze authors, 
characters and plot through group collaboration, debate, projects and much more. I look 
forward to teaching each and every one of you, making memories, laughing, and growing your 
love for English!  
 

This is my 3rd year teaching at Knapp! I graduated from Aquinas College here in Grand Rapids 
with a Bachelors in English minoring in writing. I soon went off to Wichita, Kansas to continue my 
education. At Wichita State University, I earned my Masters of Fine Art in creative writing. During 
my time there, I taught three years of freshman composition while tutoring K - 12 students in 
math and Language Arts.  While not at school, you can find me hanging out with dog, Virginia, 
reading, or attempting to play guitar. You might also be able to find me around local poetry open 
mics! 
 

Ms. Persenaire 

 

Mrs. Quinn 

Miss Simpson 

Mrs. Welch 



 
 

School Supply List 

Reusable Water bottle (for your student) 

 
          All Math: 

One composition notebook 
One two pocket folder 

 

          All ELA: 
1’’ 3 ring binder 

1 binder dividers 5-tab 
Lined paper 

 
          All Science: 

1 Composition notebook 
Pocket Folder 

 
          All Social Studies: 

3 ring folder or 1 inch binder with Dividers (Mandatory) 
 

          Below are materials that optional 
Pencils 

4 Function Calculator 
Scissors 

Colored Pencils/ Markers 
 

          Teacher Wish List 
Kleenex 
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