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Board of Directors
Vesta Losen, President
Steven Harsant, Vice President
Charlene Derrick, Treasurer
Kim Kowalski, Secretary
Chris Mihaly, Director

Board meetings are open to the public and meeting dates and times are posted at the school.

Board Purpose
Providing the keystone for students to reach their highest potential

Board Goals
Accelerating Achievement
Building Character
Cultivating Leadership

Student Creed

| am a Keystone student.

| strive to achieve academic excellence.

| exemplify high moral character.

| strive to realize my potential.

| work diligently to prepare for the future.

I know that my success in school and life is dependent on my own effort.

School Mission
It is the mission of Keystone Academy to help children achieve academic success and develop into
responsible citizens who respect themselves, others and the world in which they live.

National Heritage Academies
National Heritage Academies is a network of public charter schools serving families and students in
multiple states. Our early childhood, elementary, middle school, and high school programs are
designed to put children on a solid path to success in high school, college, and beyond. As a network,
all National Heritage Academies schools share a common vision, while each individual school enjoys
the flexibility of tailoring their program to meet the needs of their specific community.

NHA'’s Parent Relations Department provides guidance to parents and the school in resolving
concerns. Once the classroom teacher, dean, and/or principal have been contacted regarding your
concern, you may also reach out to the Parent Relations team to discuss any additional needs.

Parent Relations Contact Information:
Phone: (877) 642-7471 (Monday-Friday; 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.)
Email: ParentRelations@nhaschools.com

National Heritage Academies
3850 Broadmoor Avenue
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49512
www.nhaschools.com
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Our Purpose, Vision, and Philosophy

Purpose and Vision

Working in partnership with parents and the community, the school’s purpose is to challenge each
child to achieve. We offer a challenging, character-based education through a rigorous curriculum
with high academic and social expectations with the vision to better educate more children.

Educational Philosophy

The educational philosophy is based on the principles set forth in Effective Schools Research
developed by Professor Ronald R. Edmonds. Effective Schools Research recommends research-based
school attributes that are associated with quantifiably improved student learning.

In his book What Works in Schools, Robert J. Marzano translates these principles into the following
factors:

School-Level Factors:

A guaranteed and viable curriculum
Challenging goals and effective feedback
Parent and community involvement

A safe and orderly environment
Collegiality and professionalism

Teacher-Level Factors:
e Instructional strategies
e (Classroom management
e Classroom curriculum design

Student-Level Factors:
e Home environment
e Learned intelligence and background knowledge
e Student motivation

The school employs a continuous improvement model that focuses on principles and practices that are
simple and supported by research.

The school supports its researched based approach to education by including the following practices in
its daily operation of the school:

College Readiness: The school’s focus on a liberal arts education provides the academic
foundation necessary to succeed in an increasingly global and competitive society. In grade school,
the vast majority of time is spent on mastering the core subjects of English, history, mathematics,
reading, and science. Furthermore, the school’s first priority is to bring students up to grade level
in reading and math, so they will be able to master other subjects as well. In all grades, at least
twice as much time is spent on language arts and mathematics than on other academic subjects.

Longer School Day: School days are approximately seven hours long, which is longer than most
traditional public schools. This includes at least six hours of instructional time.

Structured Discipline: Students are expected to follow a clearly defined and structured discipline
program. This program encourages personal responsibility and respect for others. As a result,
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students who have had behavior problems at other schools are often drawn back into a positive
learning environment.

Moral Focus Program: Part of the school’s purpose is to instill a strong moral identity in each of
our students. The Moral Focus curriculum comprehensively identifies the skills, behaviors, and
virtues students will need for character growth and development to prepare them for success,
both academically and throughout their lives. The curriculum includes explicit and integrated
instruction around three key components of character to provide students with a strong foundation
for leading an ethical life. The Moral Focus program is an essential part of every student’s
education.

Parental Involvement: Research indicates that a leading predictor of student success is parental
involvement; therefore, parents are included in many aspects of the education program. The
school governance structure relies on significant parental input and cultivates a close working
partnership between staff members and parents. In addition, parents are asked to volunteer by
participating in playground activities, becoming a member of school committees, or helping in the
classroom, library, or lunchroom. To encourage involvement, parents sign a “Commitment to
Excellence Contract” upon their child’s enrollment, committing to active involvement in the
school.

American Heritage: It is appropriate to demonstrate a great deal of both pride in the history of
the United States and gratitude for our unique roots and founding by gifted men and women.
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The Four Pillars of NHA

Academic Excellence

National Heritage Academies has invested significant financial resources in the development of a
strong academic program that provides students with an excellent academic foundation. In
partnership with NHA, we have carefully selected the finest curriculum to be used by our teaching
staff in order to accomplish our purpose. All of our curriculum meets or exceeds the state educational
standards.

Moral Focus

We believe that a strong moral identity is foundational to student success. It is our goal to not only
support the virtues parents try to instill at home, but to explicitly teach students the skills, behaviors,
and virtues necessary for leading an ethical life. NHA’s nine monthly virtues are Wisdom, Respect,
Gratitude, Self-control, Perseverance, Courage, Encouragement, Compassion, and Integrity. Students
will learn to internalize these virtues through the intentional and consistent focus on the application
of Moral Focus concepts throughout all aspects of school life. This integration is essential for students
to learn the importance of developing and maintaining strong personal character and to create a
learning environment built on a foundation of respect and care where everyone works hard to achieve
academic goals and improve school culture. The Moral Focus program is an essential part of every
student’s education.

Student Responsibility

In addition to preparing our students for academic success, we seek to develop a strong sense of
responsibility in each child. We want students to take personal ownership of their success or failure,
regardless of their background or previous experiences. This includes sound decision-making, an
ability that is becoming critical in our ever-changing, complex world. Students must meet high
expectations both academically and behaviorally. Our teachers work with students and parents to
promote the responsibility necessary for success both in and out of school.

Parental Partnership

A successful learning experience would not be possible without the partnership and dedication of our
students’ parents. Parental participation in each school’s program is solicited and highly encouraged.
Our parents are involved on leadership committees, in the classroom, and in the details that make a
school function effectively. NHA parents know they are always welcome and that they are a key to the
success of every NHA student.

NHA believes that open communication between school and home improves the quality of the
educational experience. Every marking period, parents receive detailed written reports of student
performance and accomplishments. These reports are coupled with fall and spring parent-teacher
conferences. The reports and conferences include interpretation of internal and external measures of
assessment. Teachers and parents may also schedule additional meetings.

At all other times throughout the year, parents can use NHA’s Secure School Website via the Internet
to view their child’s grades and progress. This web-based information center provides parents with
both classroom information and student academic data. The Secure School Website promotes the
increased accountability of all participants in the educational process—teachers, students, and
parents.



Keystone Academy Parent and Student Handbook 2023-2024

Academic Excellence: Curriculum

The school uses the National Heritage Academies (NHA) curriculum, a rigorous and challenging
curriculum uniquely designed to prepare them for high academic achievement in successive schooling
environments. Our goal is to graduate students who have not only had the opportunity to experience
academic excellence but have also acquired the knowledge and skills necessary to thrive in high
school and beyond.

English Language Arts

The NHA English Language Arts curriculum, aligned with the Common Core State Standards, provides
students with the knowledge, skills, and strategies necessary for success in listening, reading,
speaking, viewing, and writing. Early reading instruction focuses on the building blocks of reading—
phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, comprehension, and fluency. These building blocks lay the
foundation for the intellectual processes necessary for students to remember, understand, analyze,
evaluate, and apply the ideas they encounter while reading.

Mathematics

To provide students with the mathematical skills they will need in everyday life as well as in the rigors
of high school and post-high school mathematics, NHA has developed a strong mathematics
curriculum, aligned with the Common Core State Standards, that emphasizes communicating,
computational and procedural skills, making connections, reasoning and proofing, problem solving,
and using representations. Students learn to represent and communicate ideas through graphs,
mathematical terms, models, signs, symbols, and writing.

Science

NHA has developed an engaging science curriculum that encourages students to participate actively in
scientific inquiry while developing scientific literacy. When participating in inquiry, students describe
objects and events, ask questions, construct explanations, test those explanations against current
scientific knowledge, and communicate their ideas to others. Students’ scientific knowledge is
developed in the areas of The Nature of Science, The Living Environment, Physical Science, and Earth
and Space Science.

Social Studies

NHA’s Social Studies curriculum includes the examination of historical documents, so students can
demonstrate their understanding of the major themes, developments, and turning points in our
nation. The curriculum is strong in the study of National and World Geography. We build a strong
knowledge of economic principles, so students understand the impact of economic forces both
internationally and personally in their daily lives. Additionally, the curriculum is comparative in
examination of world cultures. This creates a point of reference by which students compare the
freedoms of American life with non-democratic societies both historically and currently. Our students
are reminded of the rights and liberties they enjoy and the due reason to participate in and protect
those liberties.

Art

Art classes allow students to explore the many different aspects of art while acquiring an
understanding of the significant role art has played in the expression of ideas throughout history.
Hands-on art projects help develop student creativity and self-expression and are frequently related
to current classroom topics.

10
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Music

Students are exposed to a wide variety of music education and many periods of music during their
classes. Basic music concepts such as beat, rhythm, fast/slow, high/low, and music notation are
taught from kindergarten through 8% grade. Students also spend time developing an appreciation for
different genres of music and their great composers. All concepts are introduced in kindergarten and
further developed in each subsequent grade level. 5™-8% grade students have an opportunity to
participate in band and play a variety of instruments.

Physical Education

Physical Education is a sequence of developmental experiences in which students learn through
movement. Students work on individual skill development and learn about teamwork and the
importance of sportsmanship. In addition, they are given the opportunity to develop a positive
attitude toward life-long physical activity.

Library and Educational Technology

The technology education program at our school equips students with digital literacy skills needed to
be productive, safe, and technologically savvy life-long learners. The progressive K - 8 technology
curriculum scaffolds student learning of technology from foundational computer skills to coding and
innovative design. Our NHA Technology Standards (2017) are derived from the national technology
standards for students published by the International Society for Technology in Education. Online
safety, digital citizenship and cyberbullying awareness and prevention is taught annually in
compliance with the Children’s Internet Protection Act.

The library program at our school is designed to expose students to a wide variety of classic and
contemporary literature, instill a life-long love of reading, and develop their information literacy
skills. The library collections will contain specific materials that support the curriculum and provide
students with a variety of high-quality literature. The library program has been crafted to reflect
expectations of students set forth in the Information Literacy Standards developed by the American
Association of School Librarians (AASL).

Moral Focus

We believe it is imperative to equip students with both the moral and academic foundations necessary
to interact successfully in today’s society. Our Moral Focus Program is centered on the study of 9
Virtues: Wisdom, Respect, Gratitude, Self-control, Perseverance, Courage, Encouragement,
Compassion, & Integrity. Virtues are fundamental to a great education, and great schools place equal
importance on developing the heart and mind of students.

MONTHLY VIRTUES
WISDOM RESPECT GRATITUDE SELF-CONTROL PERSEVERANCE
(September) (October) (November) (December) (January)
COURAGE ENCOURAGEMENT COMPASSION INTEGRITY
(February) (March) (April) (May)

Character is defined by which virtues our students determine are important to their lives and there
are certain necessary steps to acquire or strengthen those virtues. Our Moral Focus Program is
structured around a clearly defined process for teaching and learning virtues. That process outlines
those steps, allowing teachers to intentionally guide students through the process of teaching virtues.
They provide them with the opportunity to learn virtues in a way that will not only affect their mind,
but change their heart.

e Step 1: Introduction - Define the virtue
11
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- Students learn to name the virtue and simply define it in terms they understand as a
foundation for their journey. (focus for the 1st week of each month)

e Step 2: Connection - Understand the importance of the virtue to create personal meaning and
value
- Students learn to describe the value & meaning of a virtue. A necessary step that motivates
them to put forth the effort to put virtue into action. (focus for the 2nd week of each month)

e Step 3: Reflection - Recognize the positive impact the virtue has and know exactly how to display
it
- Students learn what it looks like and sounds like through intentional modeling and careful
study, allowing them to recognize it in others. (focus for the 3rd week of each month)

e Step 4: Application - Find ways to display the virtue and be intentional about practicing it
- Students are given regular opportunities to practice virtues. Practice is the key to virtues
becoming a learned behavior or habit. (focus for the 4th week of each month)

To support the Moral Focus program, time is dedicated each day to the teaching of Moral Focus
virtues. The 4 steps of the process described above form the core of Moral Focus instruction. Each
month is broken down into 4 weeks of instruction that correspond to the 4 steps for teaching virtues.
Each grade bases instruction on a definition of each virtue designed for their grade level. The
definitions scaffold in complexity from grade to grade, allowing students to deepen their
understanding and extend their ability to display each virtue.

This comprehensive approach provides students with a strong foundation for leading a moral life.
Students will learn to internalize these virtues through the intentional and consistent focus on the
application of Moral Focus concepts throughout all aspects of school life. This integration is essential
for students to learn the importance of developing and maintaining a strong personal character and
the qualities necessary for success as both a student and a citizen. Additionally, all students are given
the opportunity to participate in service-learning projects.

Each trimester, middle school students are required to complete five (5) hours of community service.
The community service requirement will be applied to their moral focus grade at the end of each
trimester. Intentionally practicing moral virtues in a very practical way further deepens students’
understanding.

12
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Academic Excellence: Achievement

Supporting our vision to better educate more children, the school has implemented grading practices
that best match the needs of our students, parents, and teachers, with the ultimate goal of
supporting high-quality learning for all students.

Teachers utilize the myNHA gradebook application to track students’ academic performance on
identified learning goals, with the ultimate goal of ensuring high levels of learning and proficiency on
state accountability tests.

We encourage you to speak with your child’s teacher or talk with a member of the school’s leadership
team if you have questions or would like more detailed information related to the school’s grading
practices.

National Junior Honor Society

Students are recognized for the National Junior Honor Society in grades 6-8. Students must maintain a
Scale Score of 2.5 or higher and demonstrate values of citizenship, leadership, service, and
scholarship. Students are invited to apply after the first trimester. They must write an essay that
describes what the above qualities mean to them.

Student Grade Placement, Acceleration, Promotion, or Retention

The principal is authorized to make initial grade placement of a student and to promote, accelerate
or retain students after initial grade placement. After initial grade placement, a student is expected
to progress through the grades one year in each grade receiving the benefits of academic, social and
physical growth usually accompanied with a full year of development. On occasion, it may be in the
best interest of the student to have a new grade placement, be accelerated more than one grade, or
be retained in the current grade. In this event, supporting documentation with interventions already
offered to the student will be provided by the school. If a student’s parent or teacher believes one of
these grade changes should be considered, a written request for consideration should be provided to
the principal, including the reasons for such consideration. The final decision regarding placement,
acceleration, promotion, or retention of a student rests solely with the principal.

The principal shall consider the following, when making such decisions:

1. The education record of the student, including but not limited to a student’s grades, standardized
test scores, reading, speaking and math skills, the curriculum of each grade, the available teacher(s)
skill(s)delivering the instruction and available programs

2. Attendance

3. Discipline

4. The physical, social and emotional readiness of the student for the curriculum of each grade

5. The recommendation of the student’s parents and teachers

6. The applicable laws governing these decisions.

The goal of placing, accelerating, promoting or retaining a student is to enhance the opportunity for
the student to achieve learning goals, meet state and school performance expectations, and to be
prepared for high school, college, and career plans.

Special Education Students

The decision to retain a student with a disability is approached with great caution. The Principal,
after consultation with the IEP Team, makes the final decision regarding the promotion and retention
of students with disabilities. A student with a disability may not be retained based on their disability,
but may be retained for other factors. The parent of a student with a disability may appeal the

13



Keystone Academy Parent and Student Handbook 2023-2024

decision to the school board of directors or may choose to have the student leave the school. If a
parent appeals the principal’s decision to the school board of directors, the school’s special education
supervisor must be contacted for consultation and guidance.

English Learner Students

The retention of an English Learner (EL) student is a decision that is carefully considered by the
building principal. The principal, in collaboration with the EL Coordinator, EL teacher, and Special
Populations Team, should consider evidence related to the student’s performance in each subject
area when making this determination. An English Learner student may not be retained solely based on
a lack of language skills, but may be retained for other factors.

Third Grade Retention

Michigan law requires that third-grade students not scoring proficient on the third-grade state
summative assessment be retained. To that end, the school will identify and support all K-3 students
with a reading deficiency in order to ensure success on the third-grade state summative assessment.
The school has a web-based system for managing the individual reading improvement plans (IRIPs) for
K-3 students with a reading deficiency. The school has many resources to assist parents whose
children have a reading deficiency.

If a 3rd grade student does not pass the state English language arts assessment, the school will notify
the student’s parents that the child may not enroll in 4th grade until certain criterion are met. The
notification will inform the parent of the right to request a good cause exemption and the right to
request a meeting with school officials to discuss retention/exemption.

It is the parent’s responsibility to request the good cause exemption within 30 days after receiving
notification. If the parent does not apply for a good cause exemption, the school must provide the
student a reading intervention program and notify the parent of the proposed placement before
placing the child in grade 4 during the school year.

Grounds for Good Cause Exemption. The school administration will meet with a parent requesting a
good cause exemption. There are 5 grounds for granting a good cause exemption:

e the student has an IEP (Individual Education Plan) or 504 plan

e the student is a limited English proficient student with less than 3 years’ instruction in an ELL
program

o the student has received intensive reading intervention for 2 or more years and was previously
retained in a lower grade.

¢ The student has been continuously enrolled in the Academy for less than 2 years and there is
evidence that the student did not receive an appropriate IRIP (individual reading improvement
plan) at the previous school.

e The student’s parent/guardian has requested the exemption within 30 days and the principal
determines that the exemption is in the best interest of the student. The law does not include
any guidance on what is to be considered when determining the “best interest” of the student.

Principal’s Decision. The principal has the discretion whether to grant the exemption after receiving
a recommendation for a good cause exemption from the student’s 3rd grade teacher. The principals’
decision is final and will be communicated in writing to the parent at least 30 days before the first
day of school.

14
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Academic Excellence: Student Support
Services and Special Education

It is the goal of the school to provide appropriate educational opportunities for all students.

It is the school’s obligation to provide a free and appropriate public education (FAPE) to all students
with suspected disabilities or disabilities, as defined under the Individual with Disabilities Education
Act (“IDEA”) and state special education rules and regulations. For additional specifics regarding a
student’s special education rights, parents are encouraged to review the Procedural Safeguards that
are available from a school administrator or special education provider.

Child Find

The IDEA includes a Child Find Mandate. Child Find requires all school districts to locate, identify and
evaluate all children with disabilities regardless of the severity of their disability. This obligation
encompasses all children who are suspected of having a disability, including children receiving passing
grades and “advancing from grade to grade...” A parent who suspects that their child may have a
disability and is in need of special education and related services may initiate a free evaluation of
their child by contacting the school principal and providing a written request for an evaluation under
IDEA and/or Section 504. The school must take the parents request into consideration and provide a
response consistent with State and Federal special education requirements. If the school does not
suspect a disability, it may refuse to conduct an evaluation. If the school refuses, it must give the
parent written notice explaining the reason(s) why it is declining to initiate an evaluation, what data
the decision was based upon, and other factors considered. The parents then have the right, if they
choose, to request a due process hearing to seek a ruling to conduct an evaluation.

Rehabilitation Act of 1973 - Section 504 (General Education)

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 USC 794, (sometimes referred to as “Section 504”)
prohibits discrimination against individuals with disabilities solely on the basis of their disability. If
you have Section 504 questions please contact the school’s principal who has been designated as the
Section 504 Coordinator. The Section 504 Coordinator is responsible for investigating and resolving
complaints. In addition, any individual who desires information related to the Rehabilitation Act of
1973, or the Americans with Disabilities Act, may contact the school’s principal or the NHA Special
Education Department at (616) 222-1700. The school does not discriminate against individuals seeking
to access a program or service of the school based on disability. Where an individual desires to
participate in a program or service and requires an accommodation(s) in order to do so, they should
contact the school’s principal to request an accommodation. In addition, if you suspect that your child
has a disability which may qualify him/her for support under Section 504, you should contact the
school’s principal to begin the referral process. Upon initiation of the Section 504 referral process,
parents will be provided with a copy of the Section 504 Procedural Safeguards and Parent/Student
Rights which contains complaint and due process procedures.

The Intervention Assistance Team

The Intervention Assistance Team (lAT) is a committee of school personnel set up by the principal to
ensure ongoing and effective support for students and classroom teachers. Parents are informed if
their child is being considered for referral to the IAT for behavioral and/or academic support. The IAT
is a general education intervention process and team membership will generally include: a building
administrator, the student’s general education teacher, and a staff member knowledgeable in
accommodations and interventions. Parents may also be invited to participate in this meeting. The
team provides a forum to discuss the student’s academic and behavioral data and needs. In addition,
the team generates, initiates, and monitors implementation of interventions designed to address the
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individual needs of the student. This includes use of the resources of the school, family, and the
community. This process creates awareness and understanding of the issues affecting the student and
their academic, behavioral, and functional performance. The IAT may serve as the pre-referral
intervention-planning team for those “unidentified” students whose difficulties may suggest the
presence of a disability. As appropriate, the IAT may refer a student to the Special Education team for
formal assessment. Parents should be informed if the IAT is considering a referral of their student to
the Special Education team. Prior to initiating a special education evaluation, written parental
consent/permission must be obtained. Information gathered through implementation of interventions
identified by the IAT will be taken into consideration as a part of the special education evaluation
along with progress monitoring and other data sources provided by the parent, educational staff, and
others as deemed appropriate. The IAT’s review of documentation of intervention strategies, the
student’s response (progress monitoring data), in addition to a referral for special education testing
for a suspected disability, fulfills the Child Find requirement under IDEA and State special education
requirements.

The Individual Education Program

The school will comply with the IDEA and state regulations and every student identified as having a
disability will be provided an Individual Educational Program (IEP) designed to address their unique
needs. All required components of the IEP will be addressed including but not limited to: a description
of the student’s present level of academic achievement and functional performance including
disability related needs, goals and objectives, supplementary aids and services, program services,
ancillary services, extended school year, etc. All students with disabilities are considered general
education students first. Each IEP is designed to assure that eligible students receive a free
appropriate public education (FAPE) and specially designed instruction delivered by highly qualified
special education staff within the least restrictive environment (LRE). Prior to the opening of school
and throughout the school year, registration forms are reviewed to identify students with current IEPs
from previous schools attended. The parents are informed of their rights, procedures, and
responsibilities under special education law. Decisions regarding an IEP are made by the IEP Team.
This team has required participant’s which minimally includes, general and special education
providers and administrators. Parents are also encouraged to be a member of the IEP Team.

The IDEA includes specific rights for parents of children with disabilities. This information is contained
in the document commonly referred to as the Procedural Safeguards. We encourage parents to review
this document carefully so they are fully informed of their rights. Copies of this document are
provided at a minimum of at least once per school year and can be obtained from your school office or
by contacting the state’s Department of Education.

Educational Placement of Students with Disabilities

The school is committed to educating students with disabilities in the least restrictive environment
(LRE) in order to meet their educational needs as determined by the student’s IEP Team. This means
that to the maximum extent appropriate, children who are disabled are educated with children who
are nondisabled and special classes, separate schooling or other removal of children with disabilities
from the regular educational environment occurs only if the nature or severity of the disability is such
that education in regular classes with the use of supplementary aids and services cannot be achieved
satisfactorily.

In an effort to meet with the LRE requirements, the school must ensure that a continuum of
placement options is available to students with disabilities, including: services provided within the
general education classroom; pull-out services; special classes; home instruction; instruction in
hospitals and institutions; and in unique circumstances, access to programs and services located in
settings outside the school. Placement decisions are the determination of the Individualized Education
Program Team (IEPT).
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Transfer Students:
In-State transfer: If a child with a disability (who had an IEP in effect in a previous public agency)
transfers to a new school in the same state and enrolls in the new school within the same
academic year, the public agency (in consultation with the child's parents) shall provide the child
with a free appropriate public education, including services comparable to those described in the
prior IEP, until the public agency adopts the prior IEP or develops, adopts, and implements a new
IEP that is consistent with federal and state laws.

Out of State Transfer: If a child with a disability (who had an IEP in effect in a previous public
agency) transfers to a new school in a different state and enrolls in the new school within the
same academic year, the public agency (in consultation with the child's parents) shall provide such
a child with a free appropriate public education, including services comparable to those described
in the prior IEP’s until the public agency conducts an evaluation, if determined to be necessary by
the agency, and develops a new IEP, if appropriate, that is consistent with federal and state laws.
The evaluation conducted is considered an initial evaluation as special education eligibility within
the new state must be determined.

In order to comply with these transfer requirements, under certain circumstances the school may
need to contract with another school/entity for the provision of educational services.

Parent Participation

Parents are an important member of the school community and have the right to participate in all
meetings involving the evaluation, identification, and educational placement of their student. Parents
will be invited to participate and share information about their student prior to and during the IEPT
meeting. Parents are encouraged to review the Procedural Safeguards so that they are fully informed
of their rights.

Crisis Management: De-escalation, Isolation and Restraint of Student

The school is committed to maintaining a safe learning environment for all students, staff, and
visitors. It is the policy of our school to only utilize approved physical restraint in response to
emergency or crisis situations. Use of restraint procedures should: (a) not be viewed as a behavior
change or intervention strategy, (b) be implemented only under extreme situations and as a matter of
last resort, (c) be implemented only by trained personnel, and (d) be accompanied by school wide
pro-active positive behavior supports to prevent the need for their use. When such activities are
utilized, documentation procedures are required in addition to timely communication with parents
and other key members of the educational system. This documentation must remain on file at the
school and is considered part of the student’s educational record. A copy of the school’s seclusion and
restraint policy is available on the school’s website.
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Moral Focus

Philosophy

At NHA, we believe it is our job to ensure our students leave us not only with a quality education, but
with strong moral character to guide them. They will inevitably be faced with challenges throughout
their lives that we cannot anticipate, but must prepare them for. One of our primary academic goals
is college readiness for all students, and we cannot achieve that goal by focusing on our rigorous
academic program alone.

Through an intentional focus on the development of character, our students will acquire all of the
skills they will need to prepare them for college and the challenges they will face in life. Moral Focus
provides students with a moral foundation to stand on and the strength to withstand whatever comes
their way. Parents are the first and most important influence on the development of a child’s
character, but it is our job to partner with you by reinforcing those positive values in the classroom.
Guiding the growth and development of character can often be more impactful in the lives of our
students than anything else we teach them. It is during this critical period of their lives that they will
learn how to be the adults they will one day become.

It is an essential component of the education of our students that simply cannot be left out. The role
teachers play in shaping the character of their students is one of profound importance. It is a
responsibility that NHA takes very seriously through our work to maintain an intentional and consistent
focus on the character development of our students and the character being modeled for them.

Moral Focus Expectations
Our Moral Focus program greatly impacts the development of a positive school culture. Each classroom
works diligently to uphold the following expectations related to the implementation of Moral Focus.

e Moral Focus monthly virtues are posted in all classrooms and around the sc