2017-2018 ANNUAL EDUCATION REPORT
Mission Statement
The mission of Orion Academy is to develop the individual academic potential of all students.
We will accomplish this through a rigorous, mastery-focused curriculum, enthusiastic teaching
staff and a caring, involved community.

Principal
Taneka Smith

Board Members
Warren Williams – President
Jacqueline Johnson-Wilkinson – Vice President
Rylan Norris – Treasurer
Tekeia Howard – Secretary
Neville Pancham – Director
Tina Williams – Director

Operational Information
Grades Served: Kindergarten through Eighth Grade
Hours of Operation: 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
School Year: August 14, 2017 to May 25, 2018

General School Information
Orion Academy opened its doors in August of 2004 with 210 students in grades K-5. Our first
few days were in a temporary location at Xavier University. Our school is chartered by Lucas
County Educational Services and managed by National Heritage Academies.
The Orion Academy building was formerly owned by the Archdioceses of Cincinnati. National
Heritage Academies purchased the building and renovated it completely. It is a 3 story building
with a newly installed elevator, carpeted throughout, new windows, and air conditioning. In
2005, an addition was added that included a new office, (4) kindergarten rooms, art room, music
room, and a new gymnasium.
We believe that Orion students will be successful because of our dedicated staff that holds high
expectations and an appropriate and challenging curriculum that includes a moral focus.

Progress Toward Contract Goals
The OSAT and NWEA assessments are used to determine the school’s progress toward its academic goals.

School Year Highlights
Orion Academy opened its doors in August of 2004 with 210 students in grades K-5. Our first
few days were in a temporary location at Xavier University. Our school is chartered by ESC
Lake Erie West and managed by National Heritage Academies.
•

Back to School Bash

•

The Ned Show

•

8th Grade College Tour

•

Monthly Moral Focus Assembly

•

Butterfly Event at the Cincinnati Arboretum

•

3rd Grade Guarantee Parent Meeting

•

Father Daughter Dance

•

Mother Son Dance

•

Middle School Spa Evening Event

•

Middle School Night

•

Monthly PBIS Green Parties

Educational Performance Indicators: Ohio State Assessment Test Results

Educational Performance Indicators: Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA)
Test Results

Financial Information

Sponsor’s Legal Compliance Assessment
Ohio Revised Code (ORD) 3314.03 (D)(2) specifies that the sponsor of the school must
“monitor and evaluate the academic and fiscal performance and the organization and operation
of the community school on at least an annual basis.” In addition, under ORC 3314.03 (D)(3),
the sponsor must “report on an annual basis the results of the evaluation conducted under
division (D)(2) of this section to the department of education and to the parents of students
enrolled in the community school”.
The Educational Service Center of Lake Erie West (ESCLEW) served as sponsor forOrion
Academy during the 2017-2018 school year. ESCLEW monitored the school’s academic and
fiscal performance, as well as organization and operation of the school, and determined that the
school was overall compliant.

