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I. Background and Purpose 
 

Louisiana state law (RS 17:24.4) requires local education agencies (LEAs) to establish a comprehensive 
Pupil Progression Plan (PPP) based on student performance on the Louisiana Educational Assessment 
Program (LEAP) with goals and objectives that are compatible with the Louisiana Competency-Based 
Education Program and which supplements the minimum standards approved by the State Board of 
Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE). The PPP shall address student placement and promotion 
and shall require the student’s mastery of grade-appropriate skills before he or she can be recommended 
for promotion.  
 
RS 17:24.4 states that “particular emphasis shall be placed upon the student’s proficiency in grade-
appropriate skills which may be considered in promotion and placement; however, each local school 
board shall establish a policy regarding student promotion and placement.”  
 
The purpose of this document is to assist LEAs in developing their required PPP in accordance with 
applicable laws and regulations and to codify LEA policies and procedures related to student placement 
and promotion. In each section of this document, language that conforms to applicable laws and 
regulations has been pre-populated. Space is provided for LEAs to add any additional local policies and 
procedures that fulfill the mandate of the law and support students in acquiring proficiency in grade-
appropriate skills. Once the PPP is completed, submitted to LDOE, and published locally, teachers shall 
determine the promotion or placement of each student on an individual basis. LEAs may review 
promotion and placement decisions in order to ensure compliance with their established policy, and 
reviews may be initiated by a school’s governing body, the local superintendent, or a student’s parent 
or legal custodian. 
 

The PPP should be submitted as a PDF to ppp@la.gov by October 31.  

 
Questions about this document should be directed to PPP@La.Gov. 

 

  

https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=80356
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=80356
mailto:ppp@la.gov
mailto:PPP@La.Gov
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II. Placement of students in kindergarten and grade 1 
 

Kindergarten 
 

The parent or legal guardian of a child who resides in Louisiana and who is age five by September thirtieth 
of the calendar year in which the school year begins through eighteen shall send their child to a public 
or nonpublic school, as defined by R.S. 17:236, unless the child’s parent or legal guardian opted to defer 
enrollment of his child in kindergarten pursuant to R.S. 17:151.3 (D) or the child graduates from high 
school prior to his eighteenth birthday. A child below the age of five who legally enrolls in school shall 
also be subject to these provisions.   
 
Grade 1 
 

Any child admitted to kindergarten pursuant to R.S. 17:151.3 (D) shall be eligible to enter first grade 
upon successful completion of kindergarten and shall have satisfactorily passed an academic readiness 
screening, provided all other applicable entrance requirements have been fulfilled.  
 
The age at which a child may enter the first grade of any public school at the beginning of the public 
school session shall be six years on or before September 30th of the calendar year in which the school 
year begins.  
 
Any child transferring into the first grade of a public school from another state and not meeting the 
requirements herein regarding kindergarten attendance shall be required to pass an academic readiness 
screening administered by the LEA prior to enrollment in the first grade.  
 
 
In the space below, please describe any additional placement considerations or policies required by 
the LEA. Include the names of any required assessments and explain how results will be used. 
 
 

State policy relating to kindergarten requirements is rooted in R.S. 17:236. See the appendix of this 
document for the legal reference with additional information.  
  
All kindergarten and grade one students are administered DIBELS 8th Edition (or state-mandated 
literacy assessment) to monitor reading according to state-mandated benchmarking periods. 
Beginning of Year, Middle of Year and End of Year assessments will be administered according to 
LDOE assessment administration requirements, timelines and state data collection reporting 
requirements.  
 
In accordance with Acts 260 and 650, the district will follow the required numeracy assessments and 
supports for students in grades K -3. 
 
There is no policy on early entrance into kindergarten for students identified as gifted. However, 
students who are evaluated and identified as gifted attend the gifted classes at schools specified by 
the parish school system.  
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Children who are entering first grade (age 6 by September 30) and have not attended a state-
approved kindergarten program will be administered DIBELS 8th Edition (Dynamic Indicators for 
Basic Early Literacy Skills). This test measures letter naming fluency, phoneme segmentation fluency, 
nonsense word fluency. Grade specific, DIBELS 8th Edition benchmark goals shall serve as the 
academic readiness criteria for screened students. All final placement decisions shall be made by the 
SBLC utilizing all available data points. All K-3 DIBELS 8th Edition and other local or statewide 
screeners shall be administered as formative assessments to inform placement and instruction; 
therefore, no student shall receive a grade for DIBELS 8th Edition or other mandated assessments. 
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III. Promotion and retention of students in grades K, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 
 
Promotion for students in kindergarten and grades K, 1, 2, 4, and 5 
 

Teachers shall, on an individual basis, determine the promotion of each student according to the local 
PPP. Particular emphasis shall be placed upon the student’s proficiency in grade-appropriate skills.  
Students who have not met the acceptable level of performance may be retained or promoted, but in 
either case, shall be provided with an expanded academic support plan that adheres to requirements 
in Section VI. Support for students. 
 
In the space below, please describe any local policies or additional considerations used to determine 
promotion of students at the end of grades K, 1, 2, 4, and 5. 
 

Promotion Policies for Kindergarten-Grade 5  
To be promoted in grades K through 5, a student must meet the following criteria: 
    

● A student must earn four quality points in order to pass a core subject (when totaling the 
combined quality points earned during all four of the nine-week grading periods). A student 
may not pass an individual core subject if an “F” is earned in both 3rd and 4th nine weeks in the 
same subject.  

 
● For promotion purposes, a student must meet the passing standard in both reading* and math 

(an annual average of 1 quality point must be earned). 
 

● In addition to the reading and math requirement, students in grades 1-5 must pass two other 
subjects if reading and ELA are taught as two independent, graded subjects. If reading and ELA 
are combined into one course, students must pass either science or social studies. 

 
● A performance level of on or above grade level in reading* and math is required. The term 

grade level refers to the grade placement with respect to skills as indicated according to 
adopted textbooks, district approved curriculum aligned to state standards as grade 
appropriate for each grade level.  

 
● Students are expected to score “Basic” in at least two core academic subjects, including ELA, 

math, science and social studies.  Struggling students who do not score basic in at least two 
core subject areas shall be provided with an individualized academic improvement plan.  (See 
Grade 4 promotion section of the document).  Academic improvement plans and required 
interventions shall continue into 5th grade until such time as the student meets academic 
expectations in accordance with Bulletin 1566, section 705.  Any student not meeting 
promotion criteria may be required to attend the extended year or summer remediation 
program, if available, to be considered for promotion via SBLC waiver process. 

 
● Parents must be given a review of their child’s progress at each grading period and be 

encouraged to be a part of the team to plan interventions to accelerate progress when needed. 
 



8    
 

*Beginning in the 2018-2019 school year, schools will double block or integrate reading into an 
extended English Language Arts (ELA) block inclusive of the instructional minutes for both subjects. 
One grade will be given for the combined course. The overall grade earned for ELA will be substituted 
for reading in the aforementioned requirements. (Approval from the school’s Executive Director is 
required for schools who request to not participate in the integrated ELA block). District authorized 
charter schools shall have autonomy in the area of blocking ELA and reading core content subjects in 
accordance with their board approved applications and contracts. Charter school leadership must 
notify the district of their course configuration on or before August 1st of each year and notify parents 
in their school handbooks if an alternative configuration is implemented. 
 
The following uniform grading scale shall be used for students enrolled in all grades K-12 for which 
letter grades are used: 
 
 

Grading Scale for Regular Courses  

Grade Percentage Quality Points 

A 90-100 4 

B 80-89 3 

C 70-79 2 

D 60-69 1 

F 59-0 0 

            *Act 428 of the 2024 Legislative session, all public schools shall use the above uniform grading system for students 
enrolled in all grades K-12 for which letter grades are used. 

The teacher who has been responsible for instruction for at least 23 days of a reporting period marks 
a student’s, Report Card. For all subjects receiving letter grades, a minimum of twelve (12) grades shall 
be recorded in the grade book during a specific grading period with a minimum of one grade entered 
within each instructional week.  If a teacher of record is not assigned to a class for ten (10) days or 
more, the principal shall appoint a certified staff member for monitoring and support of grade entry.  
The principal has the final determination for the teacher of record. 

Promotion via SBLC and/ or Retention 

A meeting of the SBLC shall occur when it is determined that a child is in jeopardy of not meeting 
the promotion requirements for the present grades. The role of the SBLC shall be to assist the 
classroom teacher in designing intervention strategies that could further ensure meeting the 
requirements for promotion.  This should be done as early in the school year as possible.  A parent 
teacher conference must be held and documentation of interventions provided before a SBLC 
conference.  Once any member of the team has requested the SBLC, it shall be the responsibility of 
the SBLC Coordinator to notify the parent, teacher, and others in writing of the meeting by sending 
a letter home to parents or placing a telephone call to the parents.  No, later than the beginning of 
the last day of January for any given school year, parents shall be notified in writing that their 
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elementary or middle school child’s promotion is in jeopardy. Note: A review of placement may be 
requested at any time by any member of the SBLC.  

For these academically struggling students, promotion decisions will be made according to a 
preponderance of evidence including but not limited to any of the following: 

o Coursework from throughout the school year 
o Previous state mandated test scores 
o Participation in spring/summer remediation and evidence of student work upon completion of 

program 
o Student attendance during the regular school year, school year remediation, and summer 

remediation 
o Portfolio of LEAP like student work in the areas where the student failed to meet the promotion 

criteria such as district benchmark assessments, LEAP 360 assessments, EAGLE assessments 
and other progress monitoring measures 

o Evidence from other allowable district approved interventions and supports including those 
listed below 

 

The number of times a student may be retained in each grade or level is as follows: 

● A student should not be retained more than one time for failure to meet academic 
requirements in grades K-5. * 

● A student should not be retained more than one time for failure to meet academic 
requirements in grades 6-8. * 

 
*After an initial retention and in the event that a second retention is warranted, a System Level 
Committee is required where the school’s Executive Director and a designee from appropriate 
instructional support departments shall become part of the SBLC process. 
 
Local retention policy does not supersede state accountability and high-stakes testing policy for those 
subjects and grades with state mandated testing requirements. If a student has already been retained 
the maximum and also has absences in excess of the state attendance requirements in Bulletin 741, 
Rev. ’84, the state requirements take precedence.  
 
Promotion via Alternative Pathways or April Dunn Act 
For a student with a disability who fails to meet state or local established performance standards on 
any assessment for purposes of promotion, the IEP team shall determine promotion to the next 
grade level. Such determination shall be made only if, in the school year immediately prior to each 
grade level in which the student would otherwise be required to demonstrate certain proficiency 
levels in order to advance to the next grade level, the student has not otherwise met the local 
requirements for promotion or has not scored at or above the basic achievement level on the English 
language arts or mathematics components of the required state assessment and at or above the 
approaching basic achievement level on the other.   
IEP teams of students in third grade up to middle school may convene, and review the eligibility 
requirements for promotion via the April Dunn Act to decide if the student will be promoted to the 
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next grade level.  The IEP team will develop rigorous educational goals, among others, to address the 
achievement gap. 

 If an IEP team determines that the student is not required to meet state or local established 
performance standards on any assessment for purposes of promotion, it shall:  

● identify rigorous educational goals for the student;  
● include diagnostic information, appropriate monitoring and intervention, and other  
● evaluation strategies;  
● include an intensive instructional program;   
● provide innovative methods to promote the student’s advancement including flexible 

scheduling, alternative learning environments, online instruction, or other interventions that 
are proven to accelerate the learning process and have been scientifically validated to 
improve learning and cognitive ability;  

● and identify a course of study that promotes college or workforce readiness, or both, career 
placement and advancement, and transition from high school to postsecondary education or 
work placement.  

  (Note: Refer to Bulletin 1530 § 403) 
To access the April Dunn Act Guidebook for Promotion, please click here.  
 
In grades K-3, literacy data should be reviewed to identify students who score below level or well 
below level on the district’s literacy assessments. For identified students, each school shall notify the 
parents or legal custodian of students identified in writing regarding the student’s performance on the 
state mandated literacy assessment within 15 days of administration. Such notification shall: 

● Provide information on activities that can be done at home to support the student’s 
literacy 
proficiency. 

● Provide information about supports and interventions that will be provided by the 
school to 
support the student’s literacy proficiency. 

● Provide a timeline for updates as a result of progress monitoring that includes a middle-
of-year and end-of-year update. 

● Provide information about the importance of being able to read proficiently by the end 
of the 
third grade. 

● The school shall provide mid-year and end-of-the-year updates to the parent or legal 
custodian of students identified as not meeting grade level benchmarks. 

 
The district will follow the policy and procedure regarding literacy support for students in grades K-3 
as outlined in the PPP Guidance documents provided by the Louisiana Department of Education 
found as an appendix to this document. Parents and guardians of K-3rd grade students  should be 
informed at least annually that due to the provisions of Act 422 of the 2023 Legislative Session which 
enacted La. R.S. 17:24.11, beginning with the 2024-2025 school year, a student who has a reading 
deficiency that is not remedied by the end of the third grade shall not be promoted to the 4th grade. 
The district has adopted state policy as local policy in this matter, and will follow Act 422 policy 
guidance provided by the LDOE.  Policy guidance documents as well as communications to families 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_CJCMt7tZhIHUaPPyKQJ8uoQEBWirwoo/view?usp=sharing
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regarding this requirement are included in the appendix of this document.  Act 422 of the 2023 
Legislative Session enacted R.S. 17:24.11 to prohibit the promotion to fourth grade if a student 
scores at the lowest level of the literacy screener. Amplify’s DIBELS 8th literacy screener shall be 
used unless otherwise directed by the Louisiana Department of Education. Promotion is based on 
scoring higher than well below on the composite score. A third grade student with scores on the 
state mandated literacy screener that fall within the lowest achievement level may be promoted to 
the fourth grade through a good-cause exemption. Please refer to the 3rd grade section of this 
document as well as the appendix guidance documents for additional information.  
 
In accordance with Acts 260 and 650, the district will follow the required numeracy assessments and 
supports for students in identified grades. 

 

Prior to the 2024-2025 school year and as prescribed by Bulletin 1566, fourth grade students who had 
not met the acceptable level of performance on LEAP 2025 assessments were required to be provided 
with an individual academic improvement plan that adheres to the following requirements: 

● The school shall convene an in-person meeting with the student’s parent or legal 
custodian, all teachers of core academic subjects, and specialized support personnel, as 
needed, to review the student’s academic strengths and weaknesses, discuss any other 
relevant challenges, and formulate an individual academic improvement plan designed 
to assist the student in achieving proficiency in all core academic subjects. All 
participants shall sign the documented plan and meet to review progress at least once 
more before the next administration of the LEAP assessment. 

● The student shall be provided with focused, on-grade level instructional support that is 
appropriate to the content area(s) in which the student has not yet achieved 
proficiency. Instruction shall be aligned with state academic content standards. 

● The student shall be identified as requiring an academic improvement plan in the state 
Student Information System (SIS). 

● The student shall be afforded the opportunity to receive grade-level instruction during 
the summer. 

● Each LEA shall adopt a written policy pertaining to the development of individual 
academic improvement plans. This policy shall be included in the Pupil Progression Plan. 

● The Department shall audit a random sampling of students identified as needing an 
individual academic improvement plan in each local education agency each year. 

The LDOE provided the LEA with a roster of fourth grade students who have scored below the “Basic” 
achievement level in at least two core academic subjects. Such a rosters assisted the LEA in making 
final determinations relative to students' required individual academic plans. 

Per Bulletin 1566 requirements, the individual academic improvement plan shall continue to be in 
effect until such time as the student achieves a score of “Basic” in each of the core academic subjects 
that initially led to the development of the student’s individual academic plan.  

Prior to the 2024-2025 school year, academically struggling students were identified, and individual 
academic improvement plans were enacted according to the above requirements.  Per Bulletin 1566, 
Section 701 guidelines, the plans should be reviewed with and signed by the student’s parent or legal 
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guardian.  Copies of the signed Individual Academic Improvement Plan Parent/Legal Guardian 
Agreement Form and the Individual Academic Improvement Plan Template must be placed in the 
student’s cumulative file, reviewed annually, and continue until such time as the student meets 
academic expectations (a score of Basic in each of the core academic subjects that initially led to the 
development of the student’s individual academic plan) for specific interventions and supports 
identified in the plan. Plans must identify a minimum of two interventions and support to be provided 
during the school year and/or during the summer. Allowable interventions and supports to be included 
in the Individual Academic Improvement Plan are as follows: 

o Placement in the classroom of a teacher rated “Highly Effective” or “Effective Proficient” 
o Completion of summer remediation program that includes curriculum fully aligned to the 

Louisiana state Standards and limits below grade level content to no more than 35% of total 
instructional minutes 

o Additional instructional time during or outside of the school day 
o Grade level instruction that is aligned to the Louisiana State Standards, which may include 

limited below grade level content and support needed to address the student’s identified 
weaknesses 

 

In August 2024, the Louisiana Department of Education released the Individual Academic Support Plan. 
The purpose of the Individual Academic Support Plan (IASP) is to create a single student plan for 
academic support in literacy and mathematics and shall be created by the teacher, principal, other 
pertinent personnel, and the parent or legal guardian. This single plan replaces the Individual Academic 
Improvement Plan and further meets the requirements of the following plans:  

● Expanded Academic Support Plan (R.S. 17:100.13) - Required for students in kindergarten through 
5th grade performing below mastery on any statewide numeracy or literacy assessment. This is also 
known as a student’s high dosage tutoring plan.  

● Individual Reading Improvement Plan and Literacy Improvement Plan (R.S. 17:24.10)- Required for 
students in kindergarten through third grade that score below grade level on the literacy screener. 
Beginning with the 2025-2026 school year, any retained third grade student or fourth grade student 
who was promoted to fourth grade through a good-cause exemption shall also receive literacy 
interventions (R.S. 17:24:11).  

● Numeracy Improvement Plan (R.S. 17:24.10) - Required for students in kindergarten through third 
grade that score below grade level on the numeracy screener.   

 

As the Individual Academic Support Plan (ISP) is intended to replace the Individual Academic 
Improvement Plan (IAIP), students who currently have IAIPs in place should be transitioned to the 
new plan in accordance with LDOE literacy, numeracy and high dose tutoring timelines and 
guidelines. All replacement plans should be in place no later than November 1, 2024.  ISP policy 
implementation guidance, steps for completion and sample templates may be found in the appendix 
of this document. 
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Promotion and mandatory retention of students in grade 3 
 

Except for mandatory retention consideration as described below, teachers shall, on an individual 
basis, determine the promotion of each student according to the local PPP. Particular emphasis shall be 
placed upon the student’s proficiency in grade-appropriate skills.  
 
Retention will be considered for a student scoring at the lowest achievement level on the state end-of-
year literacy screener (DIBELS 8.0) as follows: 

● The student shall be provided two additional opportunities to score a higher achievement level 
on the literacy screener prior to the beginning of the subsequent academic year. 

● Any student still scoring at the lowest achievement level after three attempts shall be screened 
for dyslexia. 

● Such a student shall be retained in the third grade unless he or she is found to meet at least 
one of the good cause exemptions in Bulletin 1566 – Pupil Progression Policies and Procedures, 
§701. 

● Promotion on the basis of good cause exemption is subject to the consent of the parent, 
principal, and superintendent. 

● The Student Information System (SIS) must reflect the promotion and the good cause 
exemption under which the promotion was determined. 

● Students promoted for good cause shall be provided an Individualized Academic Support Plan 
(see Section VI. Support for students).  

● Students retained in third grade pursuant to this requirement shall be provided an 
Individualized Academic Support Plan, 90 minutes of daily reading instruction, and 30 minutes 
of daily reading intervention. 

LDOE will provide to each LEA a roster of third-grade students who have been identified for the purposes 
of this section, assisting the LEA in making final determinations relative to students’ required plans. 

● The decision to retain a student as a result of his/her failure to achieve the standard on the 
LEAP shall be made by the LEA in accordance with this PPP.  

● The expanded academic support plan shall continue to be in effect until such time as the 
student achieves a score of “Mastery” in each of the core academic subjects that initially led to 
the development of the student’s individual plan. 

 
In the space below, please describe any local policies or additional considerations used to determine 
promotion of students at the end of grade 3. 
 

Third grade students shall be promoted or retained utilizing the same criteria ang grading scales as all 
other K-5 grade elementary students as outlined in the previous sections of this document. 
Additionally, they should be afforded the same literacy and academic supports detailed in both this 
section and the previous section of this document regarding K-2 and grades 4 and 5 students as it 
pertains to requirements for literacy, numeracy, Individual Academic Improvement Plans, and 
Individual Academic Support Plans. 
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Per policy prior to the 2023-2024 school year and beginning with the 2022-2023 school year, and 
continuing through the summer following the 2023-2024 school year, any student enrolled in third or 
fourth grade and scoring below grade-level on the end-of-the-year LDOE-approved literacy assessment 
shall receive a minimum of 30 hours of explicit literacy instruction inclusive of targeted interventions 
during the summer. The literacy instruction shall be based on the science of reading and adhere to the 
following: 

● No tuition or fees can be charged for the attendance of an eligible student, and transportation 
must be offered. Summer learning shall be provided by an LDOE-approved tutoring vendor or 
by a teacher who is enrolled in or has completed the required foundational literacy skills course 
required per LAC 28:CXV.509 and who has achieved a rating of “effective: proficient” or greater 
on the most recent evaluation. 

● Students not participating in the required summer literacy interventions may be retained in 
the grade level during the subsequent school year. Such retention shall be included in each 
local pupil progression plan. A student qualifying for summer literacy interventions who fails 
to participate in the program but scored Basic or higher on the ELA portion of the most recent 
LEAP assessment may be promoted to the next grade level. 

● The LEA may waive the state policy for students scoring below grade-level on the end-of-the-
year LDOE-approved literacy assessment for students with an IEP at the discretion of the IEP 
team. 

● Prior to retaining a student pursuant to this Section, a meeting of the SBLC committee may be 
called by the school or parent to determine whether retention or another option for additional 
student support is in the best interest of the student. 

Parents and guardians of K-3rd grade students are should be informed at least annually that due to 
the provisions of Act 422 of the 2023 Legislative Session which enacted La. R.S. 17:24.11, beginning 
with the 2024-2025 school year, a student who has a reading deficiency that is not remedied by the 
end of the third grade shall not be promoted to the 4th grade. The district has intends to adopted 
state policy as local policy in this matter, and will follow Act 422 policy guidance provided by the 
LDOE.  Policy guidance documents as well as communications to families regarding this requirement 
are included in the appendix of this document.  Act 422 of the 2023 Legislative Session enacted R.S. 
17:24.11 to prohibit the promotion to fourth grade if a student scores at the lowest level of the 
literacy screener. Amplify’s DIBELS 8th literacy screener shall be used unless otherwise directed by 
the Louisiana Department of Education. Promotion is based on scoring higher than well below on the 
composite score. A third-grade student with scores on the state mandated literacy screener that fall 
within the lowest achievement level may be promoted to the fourth grade through a good-cause 
exemption. Please refer to the 3rd grade section of this document as well as the appendix guidance 
documents for additional information.  
 
Per policy prior to the 2023-2024 school year and beginning with the 2022-2023 school year and every 
school year thereafter, schools shall identify all students in kindergarten, first, second, and third grade 
who score below grade-level on the state mandated literacy screener. The school shall notify the 
parents or legal custodian of students identified in writing regarding the student’s performance within 
15 days of identification as outlined in multiple sections of this document. Such notification shall 
include the following: 
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● Provide information on activities that can be done at home to support the student’s literacy 
proficiency.  

● Provide information about supports and interventions that will be provided by the school to 
support the student’s literacy proficiency.  

● Provide a timeline for updates as a result of progress monitoring that includes a middle-of-year 
and end-of-year update.  

● Provide information about the importance of being able to read proficiently by the end of the 
third grade. 

Beginning with the 2023-2024 school year, a student in grades kindergarten through three, within 
thirty days of being identified as having literacy skills that are below grade level based on the results 
of the literacy screener, shall receive an individual reading improvement plan. The plan shall be created 
by the teacher, principal, other pertinent school personnel, and the parent or legal guardian; describe 
the evidence-based reading intervention services the student will receive; and give suggestions for 
strategies parents can use at home. The school shall provide mid-year and end-of-the-year updates to 
the parent or legal custodian of students identified in BESE Bulletin 1566. In accordance with the 
above, third grade students who have not met the acceptable level of performance may be retained 
or promoted, but in either case, shall be provided with an individual literacy plan that adheres to the 
following requirements: 

● The school shall convene an in-person meeting with the student’s parent or legal custodian, 
all teachers of core academic subjects, and specialized support personnel, as needed, to 
review the student’s academic strengths and weaknesses relative to literacy, discuss any 
other relevant challenges, and formulate an individual academic improvement plan designed 
to assist the student in achieving proficiency in literacy. All participants shall sign the 
documented plan, using a template that meets all criteria as identified by the Louisiana 
Department of Education and/ or template provided by the district and/or Louisiana 
Department of Education. Participants shall meet to review progress at least once more 
before the next administration of the LEAP assessment. 
 

● As part of this process and the developed plan, the student shall be provided with focused 
literacy interventions and supports based on the science of reading designed to improve 
foundational literacy. 
 

● The student shall be identified as requiring an academic improvement plan in the state 
Student Information System (SIS) by school level staff. 
 

● In accordance with the developed plan, the student shall be afforded the opportunity to 
receive on-grade level instruction and focused literacy interventions based on the science of 
reading during the summer. 
 

● The district policy and procedure pertaining to the development of the individual student 
literacy plan is in accordance with the steps and resources outlined in the Louisiana 
Department of Education’s PPP Guidance document found as an appendix to this document 
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to ensure the following: daily targeted small-group interventions, before and after school 
literacy intervention provided by a teacher or tutor with specialized literacy training, and at-
home literacy programs that include literacy workshops for the parents and legal guardians of 
students and web-based or parent-guided home literacy activities. 
 

The criteria for promotion/retention of students in grade 3 shall be the same as all other students in 
elementary grades 1-5 except for mandatory retention considerations for students scoring at the 
lowest achievement level on the state end-of-year literacy screener (DIBELS 8.0) prescribed in the 3rd 
Grade Promotion Guidance Document found in the appendix of this document.  
 
A student’s individual literacy plan shall be reviewed a minimum of annually, and it should continue 
to be in effect until such time as release benchmarks are achieved as prescribed in LDOE policy 
guidance documents. 

 
Promotion of students in grades 6 and 7 
 

Teachers shall, on an individual basis, determine the promotion of each student according to the local 
PPP. Particular emphasis shall be placed upon the student’s proficiency in grade-appropriate skills. 
 
In the space below, please describe any local policies or additional considerations used to determine 
promotion of students at the end of grades 6 and 7. 
 

Beginning in the 2018-2019 school year and beyond, the following shall apply to middle school (Grades 
6, 7, 8) promotion, grade placement, and grading: 

To satisfy promotion requirements, students must meet state attendance requirements by 
attending a minimum of 167 days. Students (6, 7 & 8) must also meet local course requirements 
using either final grades calculation or semester grades calculated as follows: 

Schedule Passing Grades (using 
semester grades)* 

5-Period Schedule 7 of 10 

6-Period Schedule 9 of 12 

7-Period Schedule 11 of 14 

8-Period Schedule 13 of 16 

9 Period Schedule 15 of 18 

10 Period Schedule 17 of 20 

11 Period Schedule 19 of 22 
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Moves between schools that use 7- 
Period and 8-Period 

12 of 15 

Moves between schools that use 7- 
Period and 9-Period 

13 of 16 

Moves between schools that use 8- 
Period and 9-Period 

14 of 17 

 

* To be promoted, two of the passing semester grades shall be in on-level English and Math classes 
as the student may not receive Fs in the last (second) semester in these areas. This standard is 
applicable to students in grades 6-8. 

The school may convene an SBLC to determine promotion for students who fail to earn enough 
semester grades for promotion.  If a student is retained due to not earning sufficient grades or 
credits in ELA and/or math, then additional data points may be reviewed by the SBLC for a 
preponderance of evidence after the receipt of LEAP 2025 scores and new data acquired within 
summer programming. Additionally, 8th grade students are still eligible for T-9 considerations in 
accordance with LDOE policy guidance.  

Middle School Semester and Final Grade Calculation 
Courses in grades 6, 7, and 8 are assigned final grades in 9-week grading periods. Each nine-week 
grade earns quality points based on the chart below: 

 

Grade Quality Points 

A 4 

B 3 

C 2 

D 1 

F 0 

 

Quality points for each nine weeks in a semester will be averaged together to determine and assign 
a semester grade. The scale for using quality points to determine letter grades is defined below: 

 

Grade Quality Points 

A 3.5 - 4.0 

B 2.5 - 3.49 

C 1.5 - 2.49 

D 1.0 - 1.49 
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F 0 - 0.99 

 

In the event that a student earns an F and a D during the two nine weeks in a semester grading period 
and the D was earned in the 2nd or 4th 9 weeks, a D will be assigned as the final semester grade. 

In the event that a student is only enrolled in a school for one nine-week grading period in a semester, 
the school principal will have the option to determine and assign semester grades based on the 9-
week grading period for which the student was enrolled and received grades. In order for a school to 
assign a semester grade, the student must be enrolled in a class for 52 school calendar days of the 
semester. 

**The school administration must check report cards immediately upon receiving them. If the 
promotion status has not been determined, the administration must make the determination and 
inform parents prior to the opening of summer school. 

6th-8th grade students operating on a 4x4 block schedule as a part of a combination school will earn 
a single final semester grade at each 9 weeks period/Quarter. Students will earn semester grades for 
fall courses at the 1st and 2nd Quarters and will earn semester grades for spring courses at the 3rd 
and 4th Quarters. Promotion will be determined based on a 16-grade schedule using the chart located 
on pages 12-13.  
 

The Grading Scale for Achievement in Grades 6-8 is as follows: 

 

 

Grading Scale for Regular Courses  

Grade Percentage Quality Points 

A 90-100 4 

B 80-89 3 

C 70-79 2 

D 60-69 1 

F 59-0 0 

 
 * Act 428 of the 2024 Legislative session,  all public schools shall use the above uniform grading system for  
    students enrolled in all grades K-12 for which letter grades are used. 

The teacher who has been responsible for instruction for at least 23 days of a reporting period marks 
a student’s, Report Card. For all subjects receiving letter grades, a minimum of twelve (12) grades shall 
be recorded in the grade book during a specific grading period with a minimum of one grade entered 
within each instructional week.  If a teacher of record is not assigned to a class for ten (10) days or 
more, the principal shall appoint a certified staff member for monitoring and support of grade entry.  
The principal has the final determination for the teacher of record. 
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The SBLC will make recommendations about Special Education students using the adopted 
policies of the LSBESE and the student. 

For all subjects receiving letter grades in Grades 1-8 inclusive of middle students earning high school 
credit, a minimum of one grade shall be recorded in the grade book for each week of instruction 
during that specific grading period. (i.e., There should be a minimum of nine recorded grades during 
a nine-week grading period).  

All final or mid-term exams in middle and high schools may count for no more than 15% of a student’s 
semester grade. District authorized charter schools have autonomy in the weighting of mid-term and 
final exams (non-state mandated assessments) in accordance with the instructional programs outlined 
in their board approved applications and contracts. Charter school leadership must notify the district 
in writing a week prior to the start of each semester if changes need to be made to the setting in the 
student information system platform.  
 

Promotion via SBLC and/ or Retention 

A meeting of the SBLC shall occur when it is determined that a child is in jeopardy of not meeting 
the promotion requirements for the present grades. The role of the SBLC shall be to assist the 
classroom teacher in designing intervention strategies that could further ensure meeting the 
requirements for promotion.  This should be done as early in the school year as possible.  A parent 
teacher conference must be held and documentation of interventions provided before a SBLC 
conference.  Once any member of the team has requested the SBLC, it shall be the responsibility of 
the SBLC Coordinator to notify the parent, teacher, and others in writing of the meeting by sending 
a letter home to parents or placing a telephone call to the parents.  No, later than the beginning of 
the last day of January for any given school year, parents shall be notified in writing that their 
elementary or middle school child’s promotion is in jeopardy. Note: A review of placement may be 
requested at any time by any member of the SBLC.  

For these academically struggling students, promotion decisions will be made according to a 
preponderance of evidence including but not limited to any of the following: 

o Coursework from throughout the school year 
o Previous state mandated test scores 
o Participation in spring/summer remediation and evidence of student work upon completion of 

program 
o Student attendance during the regular school year, school year remediation, and summer 

remediation 
o Portfolio of LEAP like student work in the areas where the student failed to meet the promotion 

criteria such as district benchmark assessments, LEAP 360 assessments, EAGLE assessments 
and other progress monitoring measures 

o Evidence from other allowable district approved interventions and supports including those 
listed below 

 

The number of times a student may be retained in each grade or level is as follows: 
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● A student should not be retained more than one time for failure to meet academic 
requirements in grades K-5. * 

● A student should not be retained more than one time for failure to meet academic 
requirements in grades 6-8. * 

 
*After an initial retention and in the event that a second retention is warranted, a System Level 
Committee is required where the school’s Executive Director and a designee from appropriate 
instructional support departments shall become part of the SBLC process. 
 
Local retention policy does not supersede state accountability and high-stakes testing policy for those 
subjects and grades with state mandated testing requirements. If a student has already been retained 
the maximum and also has absences in excess of the state attendance requirements in Bulletin 741, 
Rev. ’84, the state requirements take precedence.  
     
Promotion via Alternative Pathways or April Dunn Act 
For a student with a disability who fails to meet state or local established performance standards on 
any assessment for purposes of promotion, the IEP team shall determine promotion to the next 
grade level. Such determination shall be made only if, in the school year immediately prior to each 
grade level in which the student would otherwise be required to demonstrate certain proficiency 
levels in order to advance to the next grade level, the student has not otherwise met the local 
requirements for promotion or has not scored at or above the basic achievement level on the English 
language arts or mathematics components of the required state assessment and at or above the 
approaching basic achievement level on the other.   
IEP teams of students in third grade up to middle school may convene, and review the eligibility 
requirements for promotion via the April Dunn Act to decide if the student will be promoted to the 
next grade level.  The IEP team will develop rigorous educational goals, among others, to address the 
achievement gap. 

 If an IEP team determines that the student is not required to meet state or local established 
performance standards on any assessment for purposes of promotion, it shall:  

● identify rigorous educational goals for the student;  
● include diagnostic information, appropriate monitoring and intervention, and other  
● evaluation strategies;  
● include an intensive instructional program;   
● provide innovative methods to promote the student’s advancement including flexible 

scheduling, alternative learning environments, online instruction, or other interventions that 
are proven to accelerate the learning process and have been scientifically validated to 
improve learning and cognitive ability;  

● and identify a course of study that promotes college or workforce readiness, or both, career 
placement and advancement, and transition from high school to postsecondary education or 
work placement.  

  (Note: Refer to Bulletin 1530 § 403) 
To access the April Dunn Act Guidebook for Promotion, please click here.  
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_CJCMt7tZhIHUaPPyKQJ8uoQEBWirwoo/view?usp=sharing
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Prior to the 2024-2025 school year and as prescribed by Bulletin 1566, fourth grade students who had 
not met the acceptable level of performance on LEAP 2025 assessments were required to be be 
provided with an individual academic improvement plans that required the plan to be reviewed 
annually and remain in place until the student earned a LEAP 2025 score of “Basic” in the area that led 
them to be identified and/or until the plan was replaced by the Individual Graduation Plan (IGP) in 
grade 8. Policy requires that IAIPs for students in grades 4-7 adhere to the following requirements: 

● The school shall convene an in-person meeting with the student’s parent or legal 
custodian, all teachers of core academic subjects, and specialized support personnel, as 
needed, to review the student’s academic strengths and weaknesses, discuss any other 
relevant challenges, and formulate an individual academic improvement plan designed 
to assist the student in achieving proficiency in all core academic subjects. All 
participants shall sign the documented plan and meet to review progress at least once 
more before the next administration of the LEAP assessment. 

● The student shall be provided with focused, on-grade level instructional support that is 
appropriate to the content area(s) in which the student has not yet achieved 
proficiency. Instruction shall be aligned with state academic content standards. 

● The student shall be identified as requiring an academic improvement plan in the state 
Student Information System (SIS). 

● The student shall be afforded the opportunity to receive grade-level instruction during 
the summer. 

● Each LEA shall adopt a written policy pertaining to the development of individual 
academic improvement plans. This policy shall be included in the Pupil Progression Plan. 

● The Department shall audit a random sampling of students identified as needing an 
individual academic improvement plan in each local education agency each year. 

The LDOE provided the LEA with a roster of fourth grade students who have scored below the “Basic” 
achievement level in at least two core academic subjects. Such a rosters assisted the LEA in making 
final determinations relative to students' required individual academic plans. 

Per Bulletin 1566 requirements, the individual academic improvement plan shall continue to be in 
effect until such time as the student achieves a score of “Basic” in each of the core academic subjects 
that initially led to the development of the student’s individual academic plan.  

Prior to the 2024-2025 school year, academically struggling students were identified, and individual 
academic improvement plans were enacted according to the above requirements.  Per Bulletin 1566, 
Section 701 guidelines, the plans should be reviewed with and signed by the student’s parent or legal 
guardian.  Copies of the signed Individual Academic Improvement Plan Parent/Legal Guardian 
Agreement Form and the Individual Academic Improvement Plan Template must be placed in the 
student’s cumulative file, reviewed annually, and continue until such time as the student meets 
academic expectations (a score of Basic in each of the core academic subjects that initially led to the 
development of the student’s individual academic plan) for specific interventions and supports 
identified in the plan. Plans must identify a minimum of two interventions and support to be provided 
during the school year and/or during the summer. Allowable interventions and supports to be included 
in the Individual Academic Improvement Plan are as follows: 

o Placement in the classroom of a teacher rated “Highly Effective” or “Effective Proficient” 
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o Completion of summer remediation program that includes curriculum fully aligned to the 
Louisiana state Standards and limits below grade level content to no more than 35% of total 
instructional minutes 

o Additional instructional time during or outside of the school day 
o Grade level instruction that is aligned to the Louisiana State Standards, which may include 

limited below grade level content and support needed to address the student’s identified 
weaknesses 

 

In August 2024, the Louisiana Department of Education released the Individual Academic Support Plan. 
The purpose of the Individual Academic Support Plan (IASP) is to create a single student plan for 
academic support in literacy and mathematics and shall be created by the teacher, principal, other 
pertinent personnel, and the parent or legal guardian. This single plan replaces the Individual Academic 
Improvement Plan and further meets the requirements of the following plans:  

● Expanded Academic Support Plan (R.S. 17:100.13) - Required for students in kindergarten through 
5th grade performing below mastery on any statewide numeracy or literacy assessment. This is also 
known as a student’s high dosage tutoring plan.  

● Individual Reading Improvement Plan and Literacy Improvement Plan (R.S. 17:24.10)- Required for 
students in kindergarten through third grade that score below grade level on the literacy screener. 
Beginning with the 2025-2026 school year, any retained third grade student or fourth grade student 
who was promoted to fourth grade through a good-cause exemption shall also receive literacy 
interventions (R.S. 17:24:11).  

● Numeracy Improvement Plan (R.S. 17:24.10) - Required for students in kindergarten through third 
grade that score below grade level on the numeracy screener.   

 

As the Individual Academic Support Plan (ISP) is intended to replace the Individual Academic 
Improvement Plan (IAIP), students who currently have IAIPs in place should be transitioned to the new 
plan in accordance with LDOE literacy, numeracy and high dose tutoring timelines and guidelines. All 
replacement plans should be in place no later than November 1, 2024.  ISP policy implementation 
guidance, steps for completion and sample templates may be found in the appendix of this document. 

 

 

IV. Promotion and support of students in grade 8 and high school 
considerations 
 

Regular Grade 8 Promotion 
 

Eighth-grade students shall score at least at the “Basic” achievement level in either English language arts 
or mathematics and “Approaching Basic” in the other subject in order to be promoted to the ninth grade. 
Students who do not meet the promotion standard after taking the eighth-grade state assessments may 
be placed on a high school campus in the transitional ninth grade. For any student who recently 
completed the eighth grade and is transferring into the LEA from another state or country, the LEA shall 
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review the student’s academic record to determine appropriate placement in ninth grade or transitional 
ninth grade. Such placement shall occur no later than October 1 of each school year. 
 
Grade 8 Promotion Waivers 
 

An LEA, through its superintendent, may grant a waiver on behalf of individual students who are unable 
to participate in LEAP testing or unable to attend LEAP summer remediation, including summer 
remediation required for placement in transitional ninth grade, because of one or more of the following 
extenuating circumstances as verified through appropriate documentation: 
 

● Physical Illness―appropriate documentation must include verification that the student is under 
the medical care of a licensed physician for illness, injury, or a chronic physical condition that 
is acute or catastrophic in nature. Documentation must include a statement verifying that the 
illness, injury, or chronic physical condition exists to the extent that the student is unable to 
participate in remediation. 

● Custody Issues―certified copies of the court-ordered custody agreements must be submitted 
to the LEA at least ten school days prior to summer remediation. 

 
Transitional 9th Grade 
 

Any first-time eighth-grade student who does not meet the passing standard set forth in BESE Bulletin 
1566, §703, and any student not eligible for any waiver pursuant to §707 of the bulletin, after completing 
summer remediation, may be placed on a high school campus in transitional ninth grade. 

LEAs shall follow the guidelines set forth in §703 to determine, based on evidence of student learning, 
whether eighth-grade students may be promoted to the ninth grade or placed on a high school campus 
in transitional ninth grade. The percentage of an LEA’s eighth graders placed in transitional ninth grade 
is expected to remain stable over time. In the event that the percentage of an LEA’s eighth graders placed 
in transitional ninth grade exceeds the percentage of eighth graders in that LEA eligible for transitional 
ninth grade at the conclusion of the prior school year, the local superintendent of that LEA shall provide 
a written justification to the state superintendent. 

The initial decision to place a student in the transitional ninth grade or to retain a student in the eighth 
grade shall be made by the school in which the student is enrolled in the eighth grade, in consultation 
with the student’s parents. 

The LEA shall admit transitional ninth-grade students, subject to any admissions requirements approved 
by the school’s governing authority or charter authorizer. 

For any student who recently completed the eighth grade from another state or country and is 
transferring into the LEA after summer remediation has taken place, the LEA shall review the student’s 
academic record to determine appropriate placement in ninth grade or transitional ninth grade. 
Students placed in the transitional ninth grade shall complete the remediation program offered by the 
LEA. Such placement shall occur no later than October 1 of each school year. 

After one full year of transitional ninth grade, students shall be included in the ninth grade graduation 
cohort for high school accountability purposes.  

Students enrolled in transitional ninth grade shall receive appropriate academic support in any subjects 
in which they did not score at or above proficient, as determined by BESE. A plan outlining such academic 
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support shall be included in the student’s individual graduation plan (IGP). Progress pursuant to such 
specified academic support shall be reviewed at least once throughout the school year in order to 
determine effectiveness and any needed adjustments. 
 
High school promotion and transition considerations 

 

Instructional Minutes: When awarding credit based on instructional time, LEAs shall provide a minimum 
of 7,965 instructional minutes for one Carnegie credit, and students shall be in attendance for a 
minimum of 7,515 minutes. In order to grant one-half Carnegie credit, LEAs shall provide a minimum of 
3,983 instructional minutes, and students shall be in attendance for a minimum of 3,758 minutes. 

 
Individual Graduation Planning: By the end of the eighth grade, every student (with the assistance of 
his parent or other legal custodian and school guidance personnel, counselor) or IEP team (when 
applicable) shall begin to develop an IGP.  An IGP guides the next academic year's coursework, assisting 
students in exploring educational and career possibilities and in making appropriate secondary and 
postsecondary education decisions as part of an overall career/postsecondary plan. 

 
Financial Aid Planning: The linked memorandum outlines the updated Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) policy BESE approved at its March 2024 meeting, a repeal of the policy requiring 
graduating seniors to complete steps related to the FAFSA application. This policy change took effect 
with the graduation cohort of 2024-2025 and does not remove the requirement of LEAs to provide 
students and their parents or guardians with information regarding financial aid programs to support 
postsecondary education and training.  LEAs must ensure that each student receives adequate support 
in completing and submitting an application for financial aid. However, a student action related to FAFSA 
completion will not be required. An updated parent and student financial aid planning toolkit will be 
made available to school systems.  

 
Early Graduation: Each LEA shall develop an early graduation program allowing students to accelerate 
their academic progress, complete all state graduation requirements, and receive a high school diploma 
in less than four years. 

 
● The early graduation program may include distance education (§2326), dual enrollment 

(§2327), and Carnegie credit and credit flexibility (§2314). 
● LEAs shall not have any policies or requirements that would prevent students from graduating 

in less than four years. 
 

Credit Recovery Courses and Units 
 

1. Beginning in 2020-2021, the LEA credit recovery program and policy will be included in the local PPP 
submitted to LDOE.  
 

2. Students may earn a maximum of seven credit recovery units that may be applied towards diploma 
graduation requirements and no more than two Carnegie units annually. The school system must 
annually report to LDOE the rationale for any student:  

i. receiving more than two credit recovery credits annually; and/or 
 

https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/counselor-toolbox-resources/individual-graduation-plan-igp.pdf?sfvrsn=42068c1f_1
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/links-for-newsletters/2024-2025-fafsa-policy-memo.pdf?sfvrsn=c646118_3/
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ii. applying more than seven total credit recovery Carnegie units towards graduation 
requirements.  

 

3. Students earning Carnegie credits in a credit recovery course must have previously taken and failed 
the course. Previously attempted coursework is considered an academic record and must be 
recorded on the official transcript.  
 

4. Completed credit recovery courses must be recorded and clearly labeled on the official transcript.  
 

5. Students enrolled in credit recovery courses are not required to meet the instructional minute 
requirements found in §333.A of this Part.  
 

6. Credit recovery courses must be aligned with state content standards and include a standards aligned 
pre-assessment to identify unfinished learning and a standards aligned post-assessment to 
demonstrate course proficiency for content identified as non-proficient.  
 

7. Credit recovery courses taught in a classroom setting using online courses designed for credit 
recovery must have an assigned certified Louisiana teacher of record or a certified teacher of record 
recognized through a state reciprocity agreement facilitating the instruction.  
 

8. The end-of-course exam weight in a student’s final grade, determined by the LEA, must be the same 
for a traditional course and a credit recovery course. Students who have previously passed the end-
of-course exam but have failed the course may choose to retain the previous end-of-course exam 
score in lieu of participating in an additional administration of the exam.  

 
NCAA Update 
 

Nontraditional courses are taught online or through distance learning, hybrid/blended, independent 
study, individualized instruction, correspondence or similar means. 

Generally, for a nontraditional course to count as an NCAA-approved core course, it must meet all of the 
following requirements: 
 

● The course must meet all requirements for an NCAA-approved core course. 
● All students in the course must have regular instructor-led interaction for the purpose of 

instruction, evaluation and assistance for the duration of the course. This may include, for 
example, exchanging emails between the student and teacher, online chats, phone calls, 
feedback on assignments and the opportunity for the teacher to engage the student in 
individual or group instruction. 

● The course must have a defined time period for completion. For example, it should be clear 
how long students are required to be enrolled and working in the course, and how long a school 
would permit a student to work on a single nontraditional course. 

● Student work (e.g., exams, papers, assignments) must be available for evaluation and 
validation. 

● The course should be clearly identified as nontraditional on the student’s official high school 
transcript. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ncaa.org/sports/2014/10/6/core-courses.aspx
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Credit recovery programs 
 

Many high schools offer credit recovery or credit retrieval programs, which allow students to receive 
credit for a course they previously failed. 

For a credit recovery program to be approved, the courses must meet the following requirements: 

1. The high school must follow its credit recovery policies regardless of whether the student is 
an athlete. The Eligibility Center may request the high school’s policy if necessary. 

2. Repeated courses must be substantially comparable, qualitatively and quantitatively, to the 
previously attempted course. 

In the space below, please describe any local policies or additional considerations used to ensure that 
online classes meet NCAA requirements. 

 

Local policies and considerations for blended and online classes as well as other high school 
considerations are included below: 
 
Beginning in the 2017-2018 school year and each year thereafter, eighth grade students must meet the 
academic criteria outlined in the previous section (6-8 middle school promotion) in order to be 
considered for promotion.  Additional promotion criteria shall be considered if the student does not 
score at least the “Basic” achievement level in either English language arts or mathematics and 
“Approaching Basic” in the other subject in order to be promoted to the 9th grade. Students who do 
not meet the promotion standard after taking the 8th grade assessments may be placed on a high school 
campus in the transitional 9th grade.  For any student who recently completed the 8th grade and is 
transferring into the district from another state or country, the school should convene an SBLC meeting 
to review the student’s academic record to determine appropriate placement in 9th grade or 
transitional 9th grade. Any first-time 8th grade student who does not meet the passing standard outlined 
above and any student not eligible for any waiver outlined in Bulletin 1566, after being offered summer 
remediation, may be placed on a high school campus in transitional 9th grade. Placement in a 
transitional 9th grade shall occur no later than October 1 of each school year. The decision to place a 
student in the transitional 9th grade or to retain a student in the 8th grade shall be made by the school 
in which the student is enrolled in 8th grade in consultation with the student’s parents. Students 
enrolled in transitional 9th grade shall receive appropriate academic supports in any subjects in which 
they did not score at or above proficient. A plan outlining such supports shall be included in the 
student’s individual graduation plan.  
 
School level SBLC committees should make decisions regarding promotion, retention, and placement 
in the transitional 9th grade.     
 
If there is a delay in 8th grade test scores and/or if statewide assessment results are not available on 
the last day of school, data sources including, but not limited to the following should be considered 
when making promotion and retention decisions: 

● Coursework from throughout the school year 
● Previous state mandated test scores 



27    
 

● Participation in spring/summer remediation and evidence of student work upon completion of 
program 

● Student attendance during the regular school year, school year remediation and summer 
remediation 

● Portfolio of LEAP like student work in the areas where the student failed to meet the promotion 
criteria such as district benchmark assessments, LEAP 360 assessments, EAGLE assessments and 
other progress monitoring measures 

● Evidence from other allowable district approved interventions and supports including those 
listed below 

 
Additional Policy guidance may be found on the Louisiana Department of Education’s Fourth and Eighth 

Grade Promotion Policy Guidance and Transitional 9th grade Promotion Policy Guidance Document 

located in the appendix of this document to address the following areas: 

● Identification of Students 

● Placement of Non-Proficient Students 

● Plan for Student Support 

● Curriculum Selection and Student Scheduling  

● Counselor Tools and Supports 

● Inclusion in Graduation Cohort and Dropout Credit Accumulation Index Implications 

● LEAP 2025 High School EOC requirements 

All final or mid-term exams in middle and high schools may count for no more than 15% of a student’s 
semester grade. District authorized charter schools have autonomy in the weighting of mid-term and 
final exams in accordance with the instructional programs outlined in their board approved applications 
and contracts. Charter school leadership must notify the district in writing one week prior to the start 
of each semester if changes need to be made to the setting in the student information system platform.  
 
Promotion via Alternative Pathways or April Dunn Act 
For a student with a disability who fails to meet state or local established performance standards on 
any assessment for purposes of promotion, the IEP team shall determine promotion to the next grade 
level. Such determination shall be made only if, in the school year immediately prior to each grade 
level in which the student would otherwise be required to demonstrate certain proficiency levels in 
order to advance to the next grade level, the student has not otherwise met the local requirements 
for promotion or has not scored at or above the basic achievement level on the English language arts 
or mathematics components of the required state assessment and at or above the approaching basic 
achievement level on the other.   
 
IEP teams of students in third grade up to middle school may convene, and review the eligibility 
requirements for promotion via the April Dunn Act to decide if the student will be promoted to the 
next grade level.  The IEP team will develop rigorous educational goals, among others, to address 
achievement gap. 
 

 If an IEP team determines that the student is not required to meet state or local established 
performance standards on any assessment for purposes of promotion, it shall:  
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● identify rigorous educational goals for the student;  
● include diagnostic information, appropriate monitoring and intervention, and other  
● evaluation strategies;  
● include an intensive instructional program;   
● provide innovative methods to promote the student’s advancement including flexible  
● scheduling, alternative learning environments, online instruction, or other interventions that 

are proven to accelerate the learning process and have been scientifically validated to 
improve learning and cognitive ability; and  

● identify a course of study that promotes college or workforce readiness, or both, career 
placement and advancement, and transition from high school to postsecondary education or 
work placement.  

  (Note: Refer to Bulletin 1530 § 403) 
 
To access the April Dunn Act Guidebook for Promotion, please click here.  
 
LEA Carnegie unit requirements and promotion requirements by grade level for grades 9-12 are as 
follows: 
 
Students must complete the minimum of 23 or 24 Carnegie units of credit (See   Appendix.)  A student 
who entered the ninth grade during the 1999-2000 school year and thereafter and who transferred to 
a Louisiana public school at or below the ninth grade shall take and pass the English Language Arts and 
Mathematics sections and either the Science or the Social Studies test of the Graduation Exit Exam 
(GEE21).  Prior to the 2013-2014 school year, a student who is eligible for the Louisiana Alternate 
Assessment, Level 2 (LAA2) through an active IEP should take and pass the English Language Arts, 
Mathematics, and either Science or Social Studies tests to earn a high school diploma.  A student who 
entered the ninth grade during the 2010-2011 school year and thereafter is required to score at the 
Fair achievement level or higher on the End-of-Course tests (see High School Graduation 
requirements.)  Students entering high school prior to 2017-2018 shall take the following 5 
Achievement Level tests: LEAP 2025 English II, LEAP 2025 Algebra and Geometry as well as the following 
4 Achievement Level tests: EOC English III, EOC Biology and EOC US History.  The 4 level US History EOC 
test will be administered only for graduating students and re-testers not enrolled in the course. 
Students entering high school in or after 2017-2018 or students entering prior to 2017-2018 and 
repeating the course shall take 5 achievement level versions of the following tests:  LEAP 2025 English 
I, LEAP 2025 English II, LEAP 2025 Algebra, LEAP 2025 Geometry, LEAP 2025 US History and LEAP 2025 
Biology (in 2018-2019). With the shift to LEAP 2025 tests, historical subject area passing requirements 
remain the same.  Students will still need to earn the level two achievement level, now called 
Approaching Basic, or higher in order to meet graduation requirements.  
 
Students who enter regular grade 9 during or after 2017-2018 will be required to take all five level tests 
in the LEAP 2025 series.  The English III EOC will not be required for students who enter grade 9 in or 
after 2017-2018.  Any student who took English I before 2017-2018 in a middle school grade or as a T9 
student and who is starting high school during or after 2017-2018 must take LEAP 2025 English II for 
graduation.  If the student is unable to pass the LEAP 2025 English test, then the student may be 
administered the LEAP 2025 English I test.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_CJCMt7tZhIHUaPPyKQJ8uoQEBWirwoo/view?usp=sharing
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The chart below (most recently released by LDOE) outlines EOC courses to be taken by current high 
school students with state mandated assessments. While not included in the chart, Civics has been 
added for students entering high school during or after SY 24-25 (see paragraph below chart). 

 
Source: Louisiana Department of Education High School Frequently Asked Questions  
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/high-school-assessment-frequently-asked-questions.pdf?sfvrsn=5beb971f_34 
https://www.lousianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment 

 
Bulletin 741 requires that all students take and pass one course in each of three subject pairs.  

● For students entering high school before 2024-2025, students must pass the following: English 
I or English II; Algebra I or Geometry; Biology or U.S. History 

● For students entering high school during or after 2024-2025, students must pass the following: 
English I or English II; Algebra I or Geometry; Biology or Civics 

The last state administration of the U.S. History assessment will be in 2026-2027. Upon receipt of LDOE 
guidance, school districts will be able to administer assessments at the district level for students who 
still need to take it to meet graduation requirements.  Retest opportunities will be provided for 
students who do not pass GEE, LAA2, or EOC, or LEAP 2025 high school assessments.  
 
Alternate Pathway for Students with Disabilities towards a High School Diploma  
Act 833 of the 2014 Legislative Session (currently known as the April Dunn Act) provides for an 
alternate pathway for a student with a disability to graduate with a high school diploma.  The link to 
the district’s Exceptional Students Services April Dunn Act guidebook may be found here:  
 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sV8B3SwjmgOdcngJhYnw0939h0pFGgsp/view?usp=sharing.  
 
Beginning 2014-2015, the IEP team may determine if the student is required to meet state or local 
established performance standards on any assessment for purposes of graduation if the student has 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/high-school-assessment-frequently-asked-questions.pdf?sfvrsn=5beb971f_34
https://www.lousianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sV8B3SwjmgOdcngJhYnw0939h0pFGgsp/view?usp=sharing
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not met state established benchmarks on state assessments for any two of the three most recent 
school years prior to high school, or for the two most recent administrations of any state established 
assessments required for graduation (Bulletin 1530, § 405.  If an IEP team determines that state-
established benchmarks on the required state assessments are no longer a condition for graduation 
for a student, it shall:  

1. within 30 days into the school year or course, shall develop data driven Individual 
Performance. Requirements in the student’s IEP relevant to graduation requirements. The IEP team 
shall consider establishing minimum performance requirements for annual academic and functional 
goals designed to meet the student’s needs that result from the student’s disability and that will enable 
the student to be involved in and make progress in the general education curriculum, and to meet 
other educational needs of the student that result from the student’s disability, including the student’s 
postsecondary goals related to training, education, employment, and where appropriate, independent 
living skills; 

2. provide the student and his parent or legal guardian with information related to how 
requirements that vary from standard expectations may impact future educational and career options; 

3. require the student to successfully complete IEP goals and requirements 

 
Additionally, the student must also meet one of the three conditions consistent with the IEP, namely:  
 

● Employment in integrated, inclusive work environments, based on the student’s abilities and 
local employment opportunities, in addition to sufficient self-help skills to enable the student 
to maintain employment without direct or continuous educational support from the school 
district 

● Mastery of specific employability skills and self-help skills that indicate that he does not require 
direct and continuous educational support from the school district 

● Access to services that are not within the legal responsibility of public education or employment 
or educational options for which the student has been prepared by the academic. 

 
Jump Start Pathway for Students on Alternate Assessment 
Starting the 2015-2016 school- year, the student who is assessed using LEAP Connect may be placed 
by the IEP team on a High School Diploma Alternate Assessment (JumpStart) pathway. The student 
shall meet: 
 

a. Course Requirements 
The 23 course credits required for this diploma pathway shall include core academic courses, 
elective courses, and workforce-readiness or career courses as follows: 
● English—4 courses; 
● mathematics—4 courses; 
● science—2 courses; 
● social studies—2 courses; 
● workforce-readiness and career—7-9 courses; 
● electives (may include health and physical education)—2-4 courses; 
● total—minimum of 23 courses. 
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  b. Assessment Requirements 

● students must earn a score of level 2 or higher in ELA and Math LEAP Connect; or 
● students shall demonstrate growth on the alternate standards through a portfolio of  

 student achievement developed by the IEP team. 
● The portfolio shall include student data illustrating academic achievement and 

attainment of IEP goals throughout the student’s high school experience.  
● The portfolio shall be evaluated for completion by the district special education 

director or her designee.  This portfolio is evaluated using the approved district 
developed rubric.  To access the rubric and the procedures,  please click here. 

● The end of the student’s fourth year of high school is the earliest a portfolio may 
be evaluated to meet this requirement and must include data from all four years.  

● Following the district’s procedures, a portfolio must be maintained and updated by 
the teacher of IEP authority starting 9th grade until the student’s exit year.  

● The principal for each high school must ensure the maintenance and update of the 
portfolio for each LEAP Connect student by the teacher of IEP authority in his/ her 
building.   

● Although not a requirement for the exit, every high school student on a Certificate 
of Achievement pathway must have a portfolio maintained and updated that 
adheres to the district procedures.    

● Every high school student on the LEAP Connect assessment must have a portfolio 
described above.   

 
   c.  Workforce-Readiness and Career Education Requirement  

● a survey to determine the student’s career interests; 
● hands-on workplace experiences that are, to the extent practicable, tied to the student’s 

interests and based in the community; and 
● career-focused courses including, but not limited to, foundational workplace skills. 
● a minimum of seven courses focused on workforce-readiness and career preparation;  
● a score, determined by the IEP team, on a workforce-readiness skills assessment; and  
● attainment of at least one workforce-related IEP goal. 

 
d. Transition Requirements 

● Updated and Signed Individual Graduation Plan 
● Transition Plan that meets one of the following:  

● Employment in integrated, inclusive work environments, based on the student’s 
abilities and local employment opportunities, in addition to sufficient self-help skills to 
enable the student to maintain employment without direct or continuous educational 
support from the school district 

● Mastery of specific employability skills and self-help skills that indicate that he does 
not require direct and continuous educational support from the school district 

● Access to services that are not within the legal responsibility of public education or 
employment or educational options for which the student has been prepared by the 
academic. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lqpB1WvBpS3k34fuiXmURF3NAYEbaFVw/view?usp=sharing
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Students will meet all requirements outlined in §2320 of Bulletin 741 to be eligible to receive a High 
School Diploma Alternate Assessment (JumpStart). The receipt of this diploma does not limit a 
student’s continuous eligibility for services under IDEA unless the student has reached the age of 22.  
To access the guidebook on alternate pathways, please click here.  
 
Grade Placement 
 

Grade placement* is to be determined only at the beginning of the school year for grades 9, 10, 11.  
Grade placement for seniors may be determined at any time. All students entering high school for the 
first time shall be classified as 9th grade or Transitional 9th grade. 
 
 

Grade 
10 

No fewer than 5 units of credit  
A minimum of 1 passed course in English 
A minimum of 1 passed course in mathematics  

Grade 
11 

No fewer than 12 units of credit  
A minimum of 2 passed courses in English 
A minimum of 2 passed courses in mathematics 

Grade 
12 

No fewer than 17 units of credit 
And scheduled sufficient units during the regular year to complete graduation requirements 
at the end of the school year 

 
*Inclusive of district approved traditional, online/virtual, distance learning, blended learning, and 
independent study.  Note: A student shall be placed in grade nine or Transitional 9th grade at the 
beginning of their first year on a high school campus regardless of the number of credits earned prior 
to entering high school.  Reclassification will occur at the beginning of their second year in high school 
and will be determined by the credit listing above. 
 
ACT 1034:  A student who exhibits disruptive behavior, an incorrigible attitude, or any other discipline 
problems in general, may be recommended by the principal for expulsion, assignment to an 
appropriate alternative education program, or transfer to adult education if such student is as follows: 
(1) Seventeen years of age or older with less than (5) five units of credit toward graduation;   
(2) Eighteen years of age or older with less than (10) ten units of credit toward graduation;   
(3) Nineteen years of age or older with less than (15) fifteen units of credit toward graduation. (R.S. 
17:224)  
 

Principal recommendations for transfer to adult education must be reviewed and approved by the 
appropriately assigned Executive Director and Director of Adult Education. Students who are 17 years 
of age who are recommended for transfer to adult education under this provision must also meet the 
eligibility requirements for a Waiver to Exit. (R.S. 17:221, Bulletin 741, §1103) 

Credits:  In Grades 9 through 12, units are earned based on semester grades.  An “A” through “D” or 
“P” will earn whatever units are possible for the course.  An “F” will not earn any units. Students 
receiving a certificate of achievement and participating to the best of their ability should receive 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rDCLyiohsnD9qeg4SXgTaII-MPwGnSka/view?usp=sharing
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passing grades but not Carnegie units. There is no limit to the number of Carnegie units a student may 
earn in any given year.  Students meeting the requirements for Carnegie credit based on proficiency 
shall have the course title, the year proficiency was demonstrated, P (pass), and the unit of credit 
earned entered on their transcript as per Bulletin 741.  School level requests to approve and administer 
proficiency exams must be made to the District Test Coordinator and/or Back-Up District Test 
Coordinator.   

The district’s accountability department shall report required exam information to the Louisiana 
Department of Education to seek approval for proficiency exams to be used for the awarding of 
Carnegie Credit. Tests will be submitted to the Louisiana Department of Education for approval prior 
to any student taking an exam for proficiency credit. Per Bulletin 741, Section 2314, once the school 
year has begun, students enrolled in a course for the first time, which is not a credit recovery course or 
part of an accelerated program, shall only earn credit by passing a course in which the student is 
enrolled and meeting instructional time requirements. Bulletin 741, Chapter 23 requirements for credit 
recovery shall govern district credit recovery course enrollment and requirements. Proficiency in a 
course with a state administered End-of Course exam must be demonstrated using the End-of-Course 
(EOC) or LEAP 2025 high school exams. LEAP 2025 high school exams or EOC exams are administered 
for Algebra I, Geometry, English I, English II, Biology, U.S. History (phasing out), and Civics (replacing US 
History). State mandated high school exams are administered in December, May, and June. Proficiency 
in any other courses must be demonstrated by earning a minimum of 70% or higher on the district 
approved proficiency exam.  Refer to Bulletin 741 section 2314 (B.1 and E) for the awarding of 
proficiency credit for new coursework 

As required by state policy, the district must ensure that distance learning and other related non-
district correspondence type courses meet the requirements dictated by Bulletin 741, Section 2326.  In 
order to do so, students requesting enrollment in such courses for Carnegie Credits shall have the 
written consent of the principal of the last school they attended. All students shall have written 
permission from the principal of the student’s home school prior to enrolling in a course for credit or 
promotional purposes.  Information concerning district approved correspondence courses is available 
from the Department of Counseling and Guidance. Only one-half Carnegie unit may be earned per 
semester course.  

Students should be encouraged to enroll in courses for college credit.  College courses offered for 
dual enrollment should be differentiated from regular high school courses in content and 
performance expectations. Students enrolled in Dual Enrollment courses must meet the eligibility 
criteria established by the Louisiana Board of Regents (See Appendix J). All high school students may 
participate in dual enrollment coursework under the established Early College Academy agreement 
by the Louisiana Board of Regents. EBRPSS Early College criteria may be found in the appendix of this 
document.  Updated Dual Enrollment policy requirements from the Louisiana Board of Regents is also 
in the appendix of this document.  

Pursuant to Act 250 and beginning in the 2018-2019 school year, each high school senior not having 
achieved the established college readiness standards for English and mathematics shall be given the 
opportunity to take an appropriate transition course designed to improve student academic 
weaknesses and aligned to Louisiana Student Standards. Rising high school seniors should be offered 
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the opportunity to receive additional information and enroll in courses included on the approved 
transition course list. (See Appendix H for Guidance for Act 250 College Transition Course 
Implementation provided by the Louisiana Department of Education). 

College courses taken by students while enrolled in high school (concurrent enrollment independent 
of dual enrollment opportunities offered as a district course) must have the prior approval of the 
principal and school counselor before enrollment. College credit received will carry weighted credit. 
The counselor or appropriate supervisor must verify that the college course is on a higher level than 
the last course taken by the student in that subject. The course will appear on the high school transcript 
under one of the following titles: 

College Mathematics    
College English 
College Science     
College Social Studies 
College Foreign Language  
College Computer Science 

Courses, which carry one or two hours of credit at an approved two year or four-year institution, will 
earn one or one-half of a Carnegie unit toward graduation at the high school level. Those courses, which 
earn three to five semester hours of college credit, will earn one full Carnegie unit. If a student transfers 
from one school to another, weighted grades apply for the purpose of awards given by the school only 
when the same honors courses are offered in the school to which the student transfers. However, the 
final transcript will reflect all weighted credits and appropriate honors course designations.  

All credits must be counted the semester prior to the student’s classification as a senior, and each 
student shall be notified as to the number of credits he/she will have at the end of the semester.  This 
will depend on the successful completion of all subjects taken during the semester.  
               
   3-year graduate  2nd semester of 10th grade 
 

   Midterm graduate  2nd semester of 11th grade 
 

   4-year graduate  2nd semester of 11th grade 
 

Formal commitment shall be obtained from students on Formal Commitment: Intent to Graduate Form 
and approved by their parent/guardians indicating when they expect to graduate.  This form should be 
in the school files for all seniors no later than the end of the second month of their senior year. 
              
A student shall not be allowed to participate in a graduation exercise if he/she has not satisfactorily 
completed all the requirements for graduation as set forth in the Pupil Progression Plan and all other 
local and state policies. All students who participate in the graduation exercise shall have been certified 
and deemed eligible to receive a diploma by the principal of the school from which the student is 
graduating. However, the Superintendent shall have the discretion to allow students to participate in 
graduation exercises when it is warranted by exceptional circumstances.  
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Students who have earned the required 23 or 24 Carnegie units and have passed the state mandated 
tests required for graduation shall not be allowed to re-enter any high school and continue to take 
additional courses. These students will be bestowed a diploma whether or not they choose to take part 
in formal graduation ceremonies. This policy does not apply to exceptional students who are eligible to 
continue to receive educational services.  Remediation and retake opportunities will be provided for 
students who do not pass state mandated tests while awaiting retake opportunities. However, these 
students will not be allowed to register and schedule additional coursework. 
 
Credits for transfer students:  In cases where a student transfers into the East Baton Rouge Parish School 
System and has completed a year of study and has received only yearly grades with no semester grades 
indicated, grades should be doubled in ranking. 
 

  Examples:  Civics-C; receives C for the 1st semester; C for the 2nd semester 
 
 Grading Scale and Conversion Table: 
 

    G.P.A. = Total Quality Points  
                   Total Units Attempted 
     Quality Points – Numerical Value of Grade                   

                     Total Units Attempted 
 
Students may earn Carnegie credit as middle school and high school students in two ways:  by passing 

a course in which the student is enrolled; and meeting instructional time requirements or by 

demonstrating proficiency as set forth in Bulletin 741 and other sections of this document.  Bulletin 

741, Section 2314 will govern district policy regarding Carnegie Credit and Credit Flexibility as it relates 

to High School Graduation Requirements.  The district reserves the right to administer a proficiency 

exam and require the district set proficiency score for any student who transfers into the system from 

non-approved schools or home schools when placement is in question before awarding Carnegie 

Credit.  District proficiency exams are submitted to the Louisiana Department of Education.  (See the 

Placement Section of this document for policy regarding proficiency exam administration).  

 

Grading Scale for Regular Courses  

Grade Percentage Quality Points 

A 90-100 4 

B 80-89 3 

C 70-79 2 

D 60-69 1 

F 59-0 0 

 
            * Act 428 of the 2024 Legislative session, all public schools shall use the above uniform grading system 
                for students enrolled in all grades K-12 for which letter grades are used. 
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2017 -2018  and Previous Years 

Grading Scale for Honors, Gifted, Great Scholars, Dual Enrollment and 
Advanced Placement Courses 

Grade Percentage Quality Points 

A 100-93 5 

B 92-85 4 

C 84-75 3 

D 74-67 1 

F 66-0 0 

 
 

Beginning 2018- 2019 and Beyond 

Grading Scale for  
District Approved, Academic Honors, Gifted and Great Scholars Courses 

Grade Percentage Quality Points 

A 100-90 5 

B 89-80 4 

C 79-70 3 

D 69-60 1 

F 59-0 0 

 

 

Beginning 2018- 2019 and Beyond 

Grading Scale for  
District Approved, Academic Dual Enrollment  and Advanced Placement 

Courses 

Grade Percentage Quality Points 

A 100-90 5 

B 89-80 4 

C 79-70 3 

D 69-60 1 

F 59-0 0 
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The LEAP 2025 End-of-Course exams for operational tests will count 15% of a student’s final semester 
grade. For students with disabilities identified under IDEA who meet the participation criteria found in 
Bulletin 1530—Louisiana’s IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities, §405.B and R.S. 17:183.2, 
the EOC test score shall count for 5 percent of the students’ final grade for the course (Bulletin 741, § 
2318). 
District authorized charter schools have autonomy in the weighting of mid-term and final exams (non-
state mandated assessments) in accordance with the instructional programs outlined in their board 
approved applications and contracts. Charter school leadership must notify the district in writing one 
week prior to the start of each semester if changes need to be made to the setting in the student 
information system platform.  
 
For all subjects receiving letter grades, a minimum of twelve (12) grades shall be recorded in the 
grade book during a specific grading period with a minimum of one grade entered within each 
instructional week. The only exception may be advanced coursework that follows an approved 
college syllabus. The teacher who has been responsible for instruction for at least 23 days of a 
reporting period marks a student’s, Report Card. For all subjects receiving letter grades, a minimum 
of twelve (12) grades shall be recorded in the grade book during a specific grading period with a 
minimum of one grade entered within each instructional week.  If a teacher of record is not assigned 
to a class for ten (10) days or more, the principal shall appoint a certified staff member for 
monitoring and supporting of grade entry.  The principal has the final determination for the teacher 
of record. 

Marks that appear on the report card and progress report are as follows: 

     A   = Outstanding Achievement 
     B   = Good Achievement 
     C   = Satisfactory Achievement 
                                                      D   = Minimum Acceptable Achievement 
     F   = Failure     
                                                      P    = Pass        
           
High school students may repeat a course for self-improvement or to establish eligibility to participate 
in extra-curricular activities requiring specific standards.  For the purpose of establishing eligibility, 
students may enroll in an accredited summer school sanctioned by the Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education for self-improvement coursework.  It should be understood that students needing 
repeat work will be given first option for available seats followed by students desiring courses for self-
improvement.  The first recorded grade will remain on the transcript, but with the notation added to 
indicate that course was repeated along with the resulting grade. 
 
For the purpose of self-improvement, students receiving a higher grade or grades will be granted the 
benefit of the higher grade or grades only for determining eligibility for extra-curricular activities 
requiring specific standards. Further, a student may lose or gain eligibility within a given semester 
pursuant to the eligibility requirements set forth by the East Baton Rouge Parish School System and the 
Louisiana High School Athletic Association if tutorial services are evident.  EBRPSS Pupil Progression 
Policy does not supersede LHSAA eligibility requirements.  
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Grade point averages will be computed utilizing all course grades including those that have been 
repeated for the purpose of calculating class rankings.  A student who has achieved a grade of “A” shall 
not be allowed to repeat that same course for credit. 
 

A grade correction for any high school Carnegie unit must be made no later than three weeks following 
the end of the previous semester. A grade correction will only be allowed if an error was made in the 
calculation of the grade and with the approval of the building principal. The Superintendent or designee 
must approve any deviation from this policy.  
 
Class Rank for Determining Regular Education: Valedictorian and Salutatorian, Graduation Honors 
and Scholarships 
 
For the purpose of determining class rank, valedictorian, salutatorian, and honor graduates, cumulative 
grade point averages shall utilize the exact calculation based on the district’s Student Transcript System 
(STS) and shall not be rounded up. 
 
Valedictorian and Salutatorian:  All Other Students Besides Gifted Identified Students:  Beginning with 
the graduating class of 2010-2011, the senior class rank will be determined by the students’ weighted 
grade point average, including all subjects in grades 9-12.  Co-valedictorians will be recognized if these 
students have earned exactly the same grade point average.  In the event that a co-valedictorian is 
recognized, there will be a salutatorian also. To be considered for valedictorian and salutatorian, the 
students must be enrolled in that school and classified as a senior since the start of the current school 
year. Additionally, they must maintain the senior classification for the entire school year. Also, the 
student must have been in attendance in this school system for the last four (4) semesters of high 
school prior to and including their last semester of high school.  Students not meeting these 
requirements, but earning appropriate rankings should be recognized as special honor graduates. This 
does not prevent other honors from being bestowed.  However, a student cannot have been in high 
school for more than eight (8) semesters. 
 
Honor Graduates:  All seniors who compile a grade point average of 3.9500 and above shall be 
designated as graduating Summa Cum Laude.  All seniors who compile a grade point average in the 
range of 3.8500 to 3.9400 shall be designated as graduating Magna Cum Laude.  All seniors who compile 
a grade point average in the range of 3.500 to 3.8400 shall be designated as graduating Cum Laude. 
 

For Students enrolled in high school prior to the fall of 2022 and graduating prior to the Class of 2026 - 
Valedictorian and Salutatorian - Gifted Education:  Any student who has completed four or more 
semesters of high school in the gifted program will be ranked as part of the gifted graduating class for 
purposes of determining valedictorian and salutatorian. 
 
Any student who has enrolled in the gifted program for fewer than four semesters and is not enrolled 
in the gifted program or equivalent coursework, i.e., Advanced Placement courses, during his/her 
senior year will be ranked as part of the regular graduating class. The school counselor, gifted 
coordinator, and school principal must review schedules of the ten top-ranked gifted students at the 
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beginning of the student’s senior year to insure eligibility for consideration as valedictorian and/or 
salutatorian. 
 
To be declared valedictorian or salutatorian of the gifted class, students will be required to complete a 
minimum of six Carnegie units during their senior year (completion of 11th grade to graduation). (For a 
mid-term graduate, the requirement is three Carnegie credits during their senior year.) Students not 
meeting these requirements, but earning appropriate rankings should be recognized as special honor 
graduates. Mid-term graduates are eligible for Valedictorian, Salutatorian and any other honor 
graduate distinctions. Courses, which carry a weight of one or two semester hours of credit at a four-
year institution, will earn one half of a Carnegie unit toward graduation at the high school level.  Those 
courses, which earn three, four, or five semester hours of college credit, will earn one full Carnegie 
unit. 
 
Beginning with Incoming 9th Graders in the Fall of 2022 and the Class of 2026 - Valedictorian and 
Salutatorian - Gifted and Great Scholars Education:  Any student who has completed four or more 
semesters of high school in the gifted/great scholars’ program will be ranked as part of the gifted/great 
scholars graduating class for purposes of determining valedictorian and salutatorian. 
 
Any student who has enrolled in the gifted/great scholars’ program for fewer than four semesters and 
is not enrolled in the gifted/great scholars’ program or equivalent coursework, i.e., Advanced 
Placement courses, during his/her senior year will be ranked as part of the regular graduating class. 
The school counselor, gifted coordinator, and school principal must review schedules of the ten top-
ranked gifted/great scholars’ students at the beginning of the student’s senior year to insure eligibility 
for consideration as valedictorian and/or salutatorian. 
 
To be declared valedictorian or salutatorian of the gifted/great scholars’ class, students will be required 
to complete a minimum of six Carnegie units during their senior year (completion of 11th grade to 
graduation). (For a mid-term graduate, the requirement is three Carnegie credits during their senior 
year.) Students not meeting these requirements, but earning appropriate rankings should be 
recognized as special honor graduates. Mid-term graduates are eligible for Valedictorian, Salutatorian, 
and any other honor graduate distinctions. Courses, which carry a weight of one or two semester hours 
of credit at a four-year institution, will earn one-half of a Carnegie unit toward graduation at the high 
school level.  Those courses, which earn three, four, or five semester hours of college credit, will earn 
one full Carnegie unit. 
  
     
Certificate of Achievement: A Certificate of Achievement is an exit document issued to a student with a 
disability after he or she has achieved certain competencies and has met specified conditions as listed 
below.  The receipt of a Certificate of Achievement shall not limit a student’s continuous eligibility for 
services under these regulations unless the student has reached the age of 22. 
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It is recommended that the IEP team consider the High School Diploma Alternate Assessment 
JumpStart pathway before opting to a Non-Diploma Certificate of Achievement as the student’s 
pathway/exit document. 

Eligible students must meet the following Provisional Eligibility Criteria to be awarded a Certificate of 
Achievement: 
  

● The student has completed at least 12 years of school or has reached the age of 22 (not to 
include students younger than 16). 

● The student has met attendance requirements according to Bulletin 741. 
● Transition planning has been completed and documented. 
● The student participated in LEAP Alternate Assessment (Level 1 or 2); and 
● This student addressed the general education curriculum as reflected on the student’s IEP. 

 
*NOTE: The receipt of a Certificate of Achievement does not limit a child’s continuous eligibility for 
services under IDEA unless the child has reached the age of 22. 
 
Early College Admissions Policy (Bulletin 741, Section 2329) 

A. High school students of high ability may be admitted to a college on a full- time basis. 
B. A student shall have maintained a "B" or better average on all work pursued during three years 

(six semesters) of high school. 
C. The student shall have earned a minimum composite score of 25 on the ACT or an equivalent 

SAT score; this score must be submitted to the college. 
D. A student shall be recommended by his high school principal. 
E.    Upon earning a minimum of 24 semester hours at the college level, the student shall be eligible 

to receive a high school diploma. 
1. The high school principal shall submit to the LDE the following: 

a. forms provided by the LDE and completed by the college registrar certifying that the 
student has earned 24 semester hours of college credit; and 

b. a certificate of high school credits. 
F.     A student not regularly enrolled in the current school year in the high school shall be 

automatically eliminated from participation in all high school activities, with the exception of 
high school graduation ceremonies. 

The LEA’s policy for awarding ½ unit of credit is as follows: 

In order to grant one-half Carnegie credit, LEA’s shall provide a minimum of 3,983 instructional minutes, 
and students shall be in attendance for a minimum of 3,758 minutes.  (Bulletin 741, Section 2314, C.) 
One half (½) unit of credit shall be awarded for each successful semester completed of a full unit course. 
Any student who transfers into the school and has successfully completed 12 weeks of work in any 
given semester in a course(s) not offered at the receiving school and who cannot be placed in a 
comparable course should be given one-half unit of credit.   

 
School level requests to approve and administer proficiency exams must be made to the District Test 
Coordinator and/or Back-Up District Test Coordinator.  The accountability department shall maintain a 
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list of courses approved by the Louisiana Department of Education for which students will have the 
opportunity to earn Carnegie Credit. The district’s accountability department shall report required 
exam information to the Louisiana Department of Education to seek approval for proficiency exams to 
be used prior to examination administration. When awarding credit based on demonstrated 
proficiency, the district and school staff will follow the Carnegie Credit and Flexibility guidelines 
outlined in BESE Policy 741 §2314.   Carnegie Credit and Credit Flexibility.  
 

Carnegie credit courses that will be offered on an “accelerated” schedule are as follows: 

  Advanced Math Pre-Calculus 
  Algebra I, II 
         AP Calculus AB 
  AP English Language & Composition 
          AP English Literature & Composition 
  AP Environment Science 
  AP French Language & Culture 
  AP Human Geography 
  AP Psychology 
  AP Spanish Language & Culture 
         AP U.S. History 
  AP World History 
  Basic Career Readiness 
  Biology I 
  Business English 
  Chemistry  
  Civics 
  Computer Science I 
  Computer Technology Literacy 
  English I, II, II, IV 
  Environment Science 
  Family and Consumer Science Courses 
  Financial Math/Literacy 
  French I, II, III 
  Geometry 
  German I, II 
  Health Education 
  Introduction to Business Computer Applications 
  Latin I, II 
  Math Essentials 
  Media Arts I, II, III 
  Physical Science 
  Physics 
  Principles of Business 
  Psychology 
  Senior Applications in English 
  Spanish I, II, III 
  U.S. History 
  World Geography 
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  World History 
 

High School Credit Accumulation on a Middle School Campus 
The district encourages students to complete high school courses while enrolled in middle school 
campuses.  The following shall guide this process: 
 

● Physical Education cannot be offered for high school credit as per Bulletin 741. 

● Advanced Placement courses cannot be offered in middle school as per College Board policy.  

● The term “Honors” will not be used in conjunction with a course offered for Carnegie Credit nor 

will weighted credit be given for credits earned at a middle school campus. 

● A written statement must be given to parents notifying them that any course taken for high 

school credit will not count in the calculation of the high school GPA for any student and the 

resulting grade earned in the “for credit course” will be placed on the student’s permanent 

transcript. A signed copy of this document shall be kept on file at the school and received 

prior to students completing the course. 

● All guidelines also apply to courses offered to Gifted and Talented students. 

Approved Courses to be taken at the Middle School Level for High School Credit are as follows: 
                                  Algebra I 
                                  Algebra II 
                                  English I 
                                  Family and Consumer Science Courses 
                                  Financial Literacy 
                                  Foreign Language I and II 
                                  Geometry 
                                  Career Readiness Courses (Agriscience I or Quest for Success  
                      Introduction to Business and Computer Applications                      

                    Intro to STEM Pathways 
       Keyboarding  

                                  Keyboarding Application 
                                  Physical Science 
                                  Speech I 
         Survey of Computer Science 
                                  Talented Theater I 
                                  Talented Visual Art I         
                                  World Geography 
 

● Any variation of Gifted and Talented courses or new courses offered at the middle or high school 

levels must be approved by the Supervisor of Gifted Programs and the Superintendent’s 

designee.   

● Any courses particular to a school’s magnet school mission offered at the middle or high school 

levels must be approved by the Director of Magnet Programs and the Superintendent’s 

designee.  
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● No entry level visual and performing arts courses (such as Beginning Band, Beginning Choir, or 

Fine Arts Survey) will be offered except in cases of the magnet school academic mission 

previously mentioned or by a school receiving approval from the Fine Arts Director and the 

Superintendent’s designee.   

● All appropriate assigned LEAP 2025 EOC courses for Carnegie Credit offered at the middle school 

level must have the approval of the Executive Director and the Chief Accountability Officer to 

ensure adherence to state testing requirements. High School credit LEAP 2025 coursework must 

be taught by a teacher certified in the content area.  (See teachlouisiana.net for appropriate 

certification guidelines). 

To request for new courses to be added to the district catalog, school leaders must submit the requests 

on the appropriate district form that will be reviewed by a committee comprised of the various 

departments who support implementation and approved by the Superintendent’s designee. 

 
Blended Learning for Credit Recovery and Summer School Credits 
 
For schools offering credit recovery during the regular school year or summer programs, online and/ 
or blended courses must be approved by the principal and Executive Director for each site on an annual 
basis through the district’s approved credit recovery platform.  Blended learning courses are defined 
as courses that combine multiple methods of instruction (including but not limited to, face-to-face, 
online/virtual, asynchronous, etc.) that incorporate the use of digital platforms or flexible learning 
spaces.  
 
Bulletin 741, Chapter 23 requirements for credit recovery shall govern district credit recovery course 
enrollment and requirements. If LEAP 2025 EOC courses are to be taken for “new work” for high school 
credit, additional permissions are required by the Chief Accountability Officer to ensure adherence to 
state testing requirements. If a student completes a course on a campus other than his or her home 
school, the summer school administration shall have written permission from the principal of the 
student’s home school if high school credit is to be awarded. All students shall have written permission 
from the principal’s home school if courses are to be taken for credit or promotional purposes. All 
acceleration, advanced, and repeat courses must be documented on a student’s schedule, regardless 
of the implementation mode of the course, in the student information system unless the course meets 
proficiency credit considerations as per Bulletin 741.   
 
The master scheduling block configurations at the district’s high schools allow for midterm graduates. 
Midterm graduates are eligible to participate in May graduation ceremonies and related senior 
activities as approved by the high school principal. Midterm graduates are also eligible for 
Valedictorian, Salutatorian, and other honor graduate distinctions.  
 
In addition to mid-term or mid-year graduation opportunities, the district also affords opportunities 
for early graduation. The components and requirements of the local early graduation program are as 
follows: 
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With permission of the principal and the counselor, students may enroll in programs that will result in 
early graduation such as the following:  

● Carnegie credit earned in middle school 
● Unlimited Carnegie credits may be earned in an academic year 
● Dual enrollment 
● Distance Learning 
● Blended Instruction 
● Virtual Instruction 

 
 
Transfer Policies for Students with Disabilities 
The district will follow the procedures described in Bulletin 1706:  Regulations for the Implementation 
of the Children with Exceptionalities Act for enrollment of a transferring student with disabilities.  
 
a. IEPs for Students who Transfer from Public Agencies in the Same State. If a student with a disability 
(who had an IEP that was in effect in a previous public agency within Louisiana) transfers to a new 
public agency within Louisiana and enrolls in a new school within the same school year, the new 
public agency (in consultation with the parents) shall provide a Free Appropriate Public Education 
(FAPE) to the student (including services comparable to those described in the student's IEP from the 
previous public agency), until the new public agency either: 1) adopt the student's IEP from the 
previous public agency; or 2) develops, adopts, and implements a new IEP that meets the applicable 
requirements in §320 through §324. (Note: refer to Bulletin 1706 §323). 
 
b. IEPs for Students who Transfer from Another State. If a student with a disability (who had an IEP 
that was in effect in a previous public agency in another state) transfers to a public agency in 
Louisiana and enrolls in a new school within the same school year, the new public agency (in 
consultation with the parents) shall provide the student with FAPE (including services comparable to 
those described in the student's IEP from the previous public agency), until the new public agency: 1) 
conducts an evaluation pursuant to §305 through §307 (if determined to be necessary by the new 
public agency); and 2) develops, adopts, and implements a new IEP, if appropriate, that meets the 
applicable requirements in §320 through §324. (Note: refer to Bulletin 1706 §323).  
 
c. The Interim IEP shall be developed for students who have severe or low incidence impairments 
documented by a qualified professional concurrent with the conduct of an initial evaluation according 
to Bulletin 1508, Pupil Appraisal Handbook.  In addition:  1) An interim IEP may also be developed for 
students who have been receiving special educational services in another state concurrent with the 
conduct of an initial evaluation; and 2) An interim IEP may also be developed concurrent with the 
conduct of an initial evaluation for a student out-of-school, including students ages three through 
five, who are suspected of having a disability and for former special education students, through the 
age of twenty-two, who have left a public school without completing their public education by 
obtaining a state diploma. (Note: refer to Bulletin 1530 §111) 
 
Procedures for Interim IEPs. 
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The department of Exceptional Student Service must be contacted when a student entering East 
Baton Rouge from an approved non-public or out of state school system claims to determine 
eligibility for special education services. 
 

V.    Placement of transfer students 
 

● The local school board shall establish written policies for the placement of students transferring 
from all other systems and home schooling programs (public, nonpublic, both in and out-of-state, 
and foreign countries).  
 

● Students in grades 5 and 9 transferring to a public school from any in-state nonpublic school (state-
approved and not seeking state approval), any approved home study program, or a Louisiana 
resident transferring from any out-of-state school shall be administered the English language arts 
and mathematics portions of the LEAP placement test. Students who have scored below the “basic” 
achievement level shall have placement and individual academic support addressed in the same 
manner as non-transfer students in accordance with §701 and §703. 
 

● Any child transferring into the first grade of a public school from out of state and not meeting the 
requirements for kindergarten attendance shall be required to pass an academic readiness 
screening administered by the school system prior to the time of enrollment for the first grade, in 
accordance with state law.  

 
In the space below, please describe any additional considerations or local policies related to the 
placement of transfer students. 

 

A student who has transferred from a public school, in or out-of-state, or a nonpublic school, shall be 
granted credit for work completed in the previous school. A properly certified transcript shall be 
required with the student’s record of attendance, levels of achievement, history of immunization, and 
units of credit earned.   

Evaluation information for exceptional students transferring from another school system shall be 
reviewed by pupil appraisal and approved by a supervisor of special education before the student is 
enrolled in a special education program. 

District policies for the placement of all students, including kindergarteners, transferring from all other 
systems and the provisions for awarding credit for elementary students (K–8) and secondary students 
(9–12), including approved schools within the state (public/nonpublic), approved out-of-state schools 
(public/nonpublic), home study and unapproved schools (public/nonpublic) are as follows: 
 
A student shall be received from a non-public or foreign school when official transfer materials from 
the sending school are received from the sending school.  The transfer materials must include a 
statement of grade placement, a record of courses taken and currently scheduled, and a status of 
school obligations (textbooks, debts, etc.).  The transfer materials will be used to determine the initial 
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placement of the student.  Members of the School Building Level Committee (SBLC) may review 
available information to determine final placement after careful study of transcripts and/or available 
academic documentation.   
 
Pursuant to Bulletin 1566, Chapter 5: Placement Policies – General Requirements, Section 503 
Regular Placement (E: Transfer Students), students in grades 5 and 9 transferring to a public school 
from any in-state nonpublic school (state-approved and not seeking state approval), any approved 
home study program, or Louisiana resident transferring from any out-of-state school, shall be 
administered the English language arts and mathematics portions of the LEAP placement test. 
Students who have scored below the “basic” achievement level shall have placement and individual 
academic supports addressed in the same manner as non-transfer students in accordance with §701 
and §703 of Bulletin 1566. (See Appendix G for Policy Guidance from the Louisiana Department of 
Education). State Placement Test Overview 
 
Transfer from Approved Public Schools within the State/Outside of Louisiana (Regular education 
students) 
Transfers from school systems within the state but outside the district are subject to state 
requirements.  Students who transfer from other public schools shall present documentation of 
regular or remedial placement from the principal of the transferring school to the principal of the 
receiving school.  Such placement will be maintained until complete documentation is obtained from 
the transferring school or SBLC determines other placement.  Documentation shall include a properly 
certified transcript showing the student’s record of attendance, achievement, immunization records, 
and the units of credit earned. 
               
Transfer from Non-Approved Schools 
Grades K-8: An elementary or middle school student shall provide evidence of having mastered 
content standards in reading and/or mathematics for any grade placement, which the student claims. 
The evidence will be provided by the following: 
 

● Scoring at an acceptable level on tests appropriate for the grade level. 
● Documentation of successful classroom performance of academic work during the first four 

weeks the student is enrolled. 
 
Per BESE Bulletin 741, Section 707, local school officials from any state-approved school receiving a 
student from an unapproved school, in- or out-of-state, or approved home study programs, shall 
determine the placement and/or credits for the student through screening, evaluations, and/or 
examinations. 

1. The principal and/or superintendent may require the student to take an examination on any 
subject matter for which credit is claimed. 

2. The school issuing the high school diploma shall account for all credits required for graduation, 
and its records will show when and where the credit was earned. 

The student shall be placed no higher than one additional grade per year since the previous school 
placement of the student in a state approved school. If the correctness of the student’s placement 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gkcKpFjD3CHWqvMOk2o3piQ4n0b3O1ai/view?usp=sharing
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(grades K-8) is in question, the school administrator or designee may administer tests and provide 
documentation for the SBLC to use in determining the student’s placement.  The principal shall 
convene the SBLC to make a decision as soon as possible.    
 
Grades 9-12:  A high school student who has been attending a non-approved school must demonstrate 
proficiency prior to being awarded high school Carnegie credit for the course. Proficiency in a course 
with a state administered End-of-Course exam must be demonstrated using the LEAP 2025 High School 
End-of-Course (EOC) exam. LEAP 2025 High School EOC exams are administered for Algebra I, 
Geometry, English I (new) English II, English III (phasing out), Biology, and U.S. History. LEAP 2025 High 
School EOC exams are administered in December, May and June. Proficiency in any other courses must 
be demonstrated by earning a minimum of a 70% or higher on the district and/or state approved 
proficiency exam. Refer to Bulletin 741 section 2314 (B.1 and E) for the awarding of proficiency credit 
for new coursework.  The district’s accountability department shall report to the Louisiana Department 
of Education to seek approval for proficiency exams to be used for the awarding of Carnegie Credit. 
School level requests to approve and administer proficiency exams must be made to the District Test 
Coordinator and/or Back-Up District Test Coordinator. 
 
East Baton Rouge Parish School System requires the student to take an internal assessment prior to 
the applicable LEAP 2025 High School EOC exam. A student who does not pass the internal district 
screening assessment in an LEAP 2025 High School EOC course shall enroll in the LEAP 2025 High School 
EOC course.  A student that passes the internal assessment must also pass the LEAP 2025 High School 
EOC exam.  Passage of the LEAP 2025 High School EOC exam equates to proficiency.  Students meeting 
the LEAP 2025 High School EOC or non-EOC requirements for Carnegie credit shall have the course 
title, the year proficiency was demonstrated, the unit of the credit earned, and the school’s name and 
“proficiency” entered on the transcript. Designation of “P” is used on the student transcript. Credit 
awarded is not used to compute GPA. If a student does not meet the LEAP 2025 High School EOC or 
non-EOC requirements for Carnegie credit, the grade will not be recorded on the transcript.  
 
Transfer from Home Schooling Procedures 
  
Students of all grade levels who have been on state approved home-schooling programs and wish to 
re-enter the East Baton Rouge Parish School will: 
 

● Report to the assigned school. 
● Present a copy of the state approved Louisiana Department of Education Home Study Approval 

Notification for each year that the student has been in the home study program. 
● Present a report that provided information about the program of studies pursued by the 

student while in home study. 
 
Transfer from Home Schooling Placement 
 
Per BESE Bulletin 741, Section 707, local school officials from any state-approved school receiving a 
student from an unapproved school, in- or out-of-state, or approved home study programs, shall 
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determine the placement and/or credits for the student through screening, evaluations, and/or 
examinations. 

1. The principal and/or superintendent may require the student to take an examination on any 
subject matter for which credit is claimed. 

2. The school issuing the high school diploma shall account for all credits required for graduation, 
and its records will show when and where the credit was earned. 

Students will not be placed higher than one additional grade per year since the previous placement of 
the student in a state approved school. To determine elementary placement for home school students, 
the assigned school shall evaluate the student’s instructional level using diagnostic and achievement 
instruments normally used in the school for new students. 
 
These tests include tests similar to state mandated tests in reading and mathematics, end of the book 
tests and similar components of the adopted textbooks series, grade level materials and norm-
referenced data. The interpretation of the results of the test given will be based on the student’s re-
entry date.  The principal’s designee shall be responsible for administering the test.  If the student’s 
placement is in question, the principal will convene the SBLC.   
 
Students in grades 5 and 9 transferring to a public school from any in-state nonpublic school (state-
approved and not seeking state approval), any approved home study program, or Louisiana resident 
transferring from any out-of-state school, shall be administered the English language arts and 
mathematics portions of the LEAP placement test. Students who have scored below the “basic” 
achievement level shall have placement and individual academic supports addressed in the same 
manner as non-transfer students in accordance with §701 and §703 of Bulletin 1566. 
 
Middle School Placement for Home Schooling Students 
It is recommended that the students re-enter at the beginning of a semester.  Students re-entering 
during the semester must successfully complete all required course work from point of entry. The 
student shall be placed using the following data: 
 

● Evaluations from norm referenced tests. 
● Tests similar to state mandated tests  
● Recommendations by the School Building Level Committee 

  
High School Placement for Home Schooling Students 
The home schooling student should re-enter at the beginning of the school year.  High school 
placement is determined by the number of Carnegie units as evidenced by the results of proficiency 
exams administered at the school where the student is applying.  A High School student who has been 
attending a home study program must demonstrate proficiency prior to being awarded high school 
Carnegie credit for the course. Proficiency in a course with a state administered End-of Course exam 
must be demonstrated using the LEAP 2025 High School End-of-Course (EOC) exam. LEAP 2025 High 
School EOC exams are administered for Algebra I, Geometry, English I (new), English II, English III 
(phasing out), Biology, and U.S. History. LEAP 2025 High School EOC exams are administered in 
December, May and June. Proficiency in any other courses must be demonstrated by earning a 
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minimum of a 70% or higher on the district approved proficiency exam. Refer to Bulletin 741 section 
2314 (B.1 and E) for the awarding of proficiency credit for new coursework.   
 
East Baton Rouge Parish School System requires the student to take an internal assessment prior to 
the applicable LEAP 2025 High School EOC exam. A student who does not pass the internal district 
screening assessment in an LEAP 2025 High School EOC course shall enroll in the LEAP 2025 High School 
EOC course.  A student that passes the internal assessment, must also pass the LEAP 2025 High School 
EOC exam.  Passage of the LEAP 2025 High School EOC exam equates to proficiency.  Students meeting 
the LEAP 2025 High School EOC or non-EOC requirements for Carnegie credit shall have the course 
title, the year proficiency was demonstrated, the unit of the credit earned, and the school’s name and 
“proficiency” entered on the transcript. Designation of “P” is used on the student transcript. Credit 
awarded is not used to compute GPA. If a student does not meet the LEAP 2025 High School EOC or 
non-EOC requirements for Carnegie credit, the grade will not be recorded on the transcript.  
 
These tests include tests similar to state mandated tests in reading and mathematics, end of the book 
tests and similar components of the adopted textbooks series, grade level materials and norm-
referenced data.  The interpretation of the results of the test given will be based on the student’s re-
entry date.  The school counselor at the individual schools shall be responsible for administering the 
test.  If the student’s placement is in question, the principal will convene the SBLC.  When awarding 
credit based on demonstrated proficiency, the district and school staff shall follow the Carnegie Credit 
and Flexibility guidelines outlined in BESE Policy 741 §2314.   Carnegie Credit and Credit Flexibility. The 
district’s accountability department shall report to the Louisiana Department of Education to seek 
approval for proficiency exams to be used for the awarding of Carnegie Credit. School level requests 
to approve and administer proficiency exams must be made to the District Test Coordinator and/or 
Back-Up District Test Coordinator.  
 

Transitional 9th grade Transfer Policies 

Refer to the 8th grade promotion section of this document as well as the Louisiana Department of 
Education’s Transitional 9th grade Promotion Policy Guidance Document located in the appendix of this 
document for policy guidance on the identification and placement of Transitional 9th grade students.  

 
Transfer Credits from Summer School or Extended School Year Programs 
Students attending out of district summer school for promotional purposes (elementary) and Carnegie 
Credits (secondary) shall have the written consent of the principal of the last school they attended. All 
students shall have the written permission from the principal of the student’s home school to attend 
a private summer school provider for credit or promotional purposes.  Bulletin 741. Chapter 25 shall 
govern this process for transfer of credits.  
 
 
Transfer Policies for Students with Disabilities 
The district will follow the procedures described in Bulletin 1706:  Regulations for the Implementation 
of the Children with Exceptionalities Act for enrollment of a transferring student with disabilities.  
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a. IEPs for Students who Transfer from Public Agencies in the Same State. If a student with a disability 
(who had an IEP that was in effect in a previous public agency within Louisiana) transfers to a new 
public agency within Louisiana, and enrolls in a new school within the same school year, the new public 
agency (in consultation with the parents) shall provide a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) to 
the student (including services comparable to those described in the student's IEP from the previous 
public agency), until the new public agency either: 1) adopts the student's IEP from the previous public 
agency; or 2) develops, adopts, and implements a new IEP that meets the applicable requirements in 
§320 through §324. (Note: Refer to Bulletin 1706 §323). 
 
b. IEPs for Students who Transfer from Another State. If a student with a disability (who had an IEP 
that was in effect in a previous public agency in another state) transfers to a public agency in Louisiana, 
and enrolls in a new school within the same school year, the new public agency (in consultation with 
the parents) shall provide the student with FAPE (including services comparable to those described in 
the student's IEP from the previous public agency), until the new public agency: 1) conducts an 
evaluation pursuant to §305 through §307 (if determined to be necessary by the new public agency); 
and 2) develops, adopts, and implements a new IEP, if appropriate, that meets the applicable 
requirements in §320 through §324. (Note: refer to Bulletin 1706 §323).  
 
c. The Interim IEP shall be developed for students who have severe or low incidence impairments 
documented by a qualified professional concurrent with the conduct of an initial evaluation according 
to Bulletin 1508, Pupil Appraisal Handbook.  In addition:  1) An interim IEP may also be developed for 
students who have been receiving special educational services in another state concurrent with the 
conduct of an initial evaluation; and 2) An interim IEP may also be developed concurrent with the 
conduct of an initial evaluation for a student out-of-school, including students ages three through five, 
who are suspected of having a disability and for former special education students, through the age of 
twenty-two, who have left a public school without completing their public education by obtaining a 
state diploma. (Note: refer to Bulletin 1530 §111) 
 
Procedures for Interim IEPs. 
The department of Exceptional Student Service must be contacted when a student entering East Baton 
Rouge from an approved non-public or out of state school system claims to determine eligibility for 
special education services. 
 

 
 
 

VI.  Support for students 

Uniform grading policy 
 

LEAs shall use the following uniform grading system (§2302) for students enrolled in all grades K-12 for 
which letter grades are used. 
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Grading Scale for Regular Courses 

Grade Percentage 

A 100-90 

B 89-80 

C 79-70 

D 69-60 

F 59-0 

 

School year support 
 

Each LEA shall identify students in kindergarten through fifth grade who fail to achieve mastery in reading 
or math. Such students shall be provided with an expanded academic support plan that adheres to the 
following requirements: 

● For students in kindergarten through third grade, the school shall convene a meeting with the 
student’s parent or legal custodian, teachers of core academic subjects, and specialized support 
personnel, as needed, to review the student’s academic strengths and weaknesses relative to 
literacy or mathematics, discuss any other relevant challenges, and formulate a plan designed 
to assist the student in achieving proficiency.  

● All participants shall sign the documented plan, using a template provided by LDOE, and shall 
meet to review progress at least once before the next administration of the LEAP assessment. 

● Students not meeting performance expectations in literacy shall be provided with focused 
literacy interventions and support based on the science of reading, designed to improve 
foundational literacy. Students not meeting performance expectations in mathematics shall be 
provided with focused mathematics interventions and support designed to improve 
foundational numeracy or mathematics skills. 

● The student shall be identified as requiring an expanded academic support plan in the state SIS. 
● The student shall be afforded the opportunity to receive on-grade-level instruction during the 

summer. For students not meeting performance expectations in literacy, summer instruction 
must include focused literacy interventions based on the science of reading. 

● A plan for a student may include the following specific student supports according to local 
policy: high-dosage tutoring, placement with a highly effective teacher, daily targeted small-
group interventions, before and after school intervention provided by a teacher or tutor with 
specialized literacy or numeracy training, and at-home programs that include workshops for 
the parents and legal guardians of students, web-based or parent-guided home activities, and 
summer learning opportunities. For students below proficiency, not placed with a highly 
effective teacher, high-dosage tutoring must be included in the plan. The expanded academic 
support plan may serve as the individual reading improvement plan and the individual 
numeracy improvement plan pursuant to R.S. 17:24.10.  
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●    LDOE may audit a random sampling of students identified as needing an expanded academic 
support plan in each local education agency each year. 

 

Summer remediation 
 

LEAs shall continue to offer summer remediation pursuant to R.S. 17:401.12 and Bulletin 1566.  The LEA 
will provide transportation to and from the assigned remediation summer site(s) from, at a minimum, a 
common pick-up point. Students with disabilities attending summer remediation will receive special 
support as needed.  

 

VII.   Literacy support standards for grades K-3 

● Each local education agency shall identify all students in kindergarten, first, second, and third 
grade who score below grade level on the literacy assessment.  

 

● The school shall notify the parents or legal custodian of students identified in writing regarding 
the student’s performance within 15 days of identification. Such notification shall: 
 

○ Provide information on activities that can be done at home to support the student’s 
literacy proficiency. 

○ Provide information about support and interventions, including high-dosage tutoring, 
that will be provided by the school to support the student’s literacy proficiency.  

○ Provide a timeline for updates as a result of progress monitoring that includes a middle-
of-year and end-of-year update.  

○ Provide information about the importance of being able to read proficiently by the end 
of the third grade.  
 

● The school shall provide mid-year and end-of-the-year updates to the parent or legal custodian 
of students identified as scoring below grade level on a beginning-of-year or mid-year 
administration of the literacy screener.    
 

VIII.   Course Choice 
Local Education Agency Responsibilities 
 
The updated policy outlines specific duties for School Systems to ensure transparency, accountability, 
and equitable access to high-quality courses funded through the Supplemental Course Allocation (SCA). 
The update includes: 

● Consultation with a designated school system staff member and obtaining written permission 
from a parent or guardian before approving a student’s course selection. 

● A student shall not be permitted to enroll in a course where the determination was made that 
the course is not academically appropriate, considering the student’s chosen graduation 
pathway or conflicts with the LDOE published planning resources. 

● School Systems are now required to actively inform parents and students about Course Choice 
opportunities, including eligible courses, funding availability, and the application process. 

● School Systems are tasked with ensuring that parents are aware of their rights to choose 
approved Course Choice courses for their children. 
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● School Systems must provide guidance to help families choose courses that align with students’ 
educational and career goals. 

● School Systems must prioritize funding for courses that align with graduation requirements and 
state and local workforce needs, particularly those tied to high-demand career pathways and 
dual enrollment opportunities. 

○ Priorities: 

■ Seniors who require a course in order to graduate or student access to TOPS 
aligned courses not available through the school or school system; 

■ Students enrolling in courses required to complete an associate degree in a Fast 
Forward pathway or a certificate of technical studies aligned to high wage, high 
demand jobs or work-based learning; 

■ Students seeking access to TOPS aligned college credit; 

■ Students enrolled in a Comprehensive Intervention Required (CIR) or Urgent 
Intervention Required for Academics (UIR-A) schools; 

■ Access to high quality academic content aligned to graduation requirements or 
access to high quality career and technical content aligned to the Louisiana IBC 
state focus list which can be offered as recovery credit; 

■ Students seeking coursework to increase a student score on a nationally 
recognized assessment (ACT, SAT, CLT, WorkKeys, or ASVAB) as defined in LAC 
28:XI.1711 Bulletin 111; 

■ Other priorities defined by the school system, approved by LDOE, and included in 
the School System’s pupil progression plan prior to the student enrollment 
process. 

● Schools must report how funds are allocated and utilized, ensuring transparency and 
accountability. 

IX. Promotion and placement of certain student populations 

Students with disabilities  
 

● Students with disabilities attending summer remediation shall receive special support as needed. 

● IEP teams shall determine promotion to the next grade level for a student with a disability who 
fails to meet state or local established performance standards for the purposes of promotion. 
Such determination shall be made only if, in the school year immediately prior to each grade level 
in which the student would otherwise be required to demonstrate certain proficiency levels in 
order to advance to the next grade level, the student has not otherwise met the local 
requirements for promotion or has not scored at or above the basic achievement level on the 
English language arts or mathematics components of the required state assessment and at or 
above the approaching basic achievement level on the other (Bulletin 1530 §403). IEP 
determinations regarding promotion to the fourth grade for students must be in accordance with 
Bulletin 1566 §701. 
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English learners  
 

● The requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 are as follows: 

o Establish procedures to identify language minority students. 
 

o Establish procedures to determine if language minority students are Limited English 
Proficient. 

 

o Establish procedures for age-appropriate placement and determine the specialized language 
services or program the district will use to address the linguistic and cultural needs of the 
Limited English Proficient student. 

 

● Limited English Proficient (LEP) students shall participate in the statewide assessments pursuant 
to Bulletin 118 - Statewide Assessment Standards and Practices.  Increasing the expectations for 
the academic content that students must master in grades K-12 requires a parallel increase in 
expectations for English language acquisition.     

o Establish procedures to monitor former Limited English Proficient students for two years.  
 

o Ensure that no LEP student shall be retained solely because of limited English proficiency. 
 

● Decisions regarding the promotion of English learners to the fourth grade must be in accordance 
with Bulletin 1566 §701. 

 
In the space below, please describe any local policies or additional considerations related to the 
promotion and placement of students with disabilities, English learners, or other student populations.   
 

English Learners (ELs) 
 
The following procedures are in place to identify language minority students seeking attendance in 
East Baton Rouge Parish schools: 
  

● All students registering must respond to three Home Language Survey questions on the EBRPSS 
Student Registration and Data Verification Form - Language spoken at home; Language first 
acquired by student; Language most often spoken by student.   

 
● If a language other than English is indicated on any of the three questions, then the student is 

considered language minority and must be screened for English language proficiency.  
 
The procedures the LEA has established to determine if language minority students are English 
Language Learners are as follows: 
 

● Identified language minority students, without state English Language Proficiency Test (ELPT) 
scores, are administered English Language Proficiency Screener (ELPS) which measures English 
proficiency in listening, speaking, reading and writing.  Results from the ELPS determine if the 
student is an English Learner and, therefore, is provided instruction using ESL Strategies with 
appropriate accommodations.   
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● EBRPSS district staff members are trained in the administration of the ELPS to determine English 
proficiency. 

● If a student comes from out of state and has scores from another English language proficiency 
test (i.e. LAS Links, WIDA/ACCESS), the district staff should administer Louisiana statewide 
screener, ELPS, to any potential EL student regardless of whether or not the student enters the 
school district with scores from another state.  
 

The procedures for age-appropriate placement and the specialized language services or program the 
LEA will use to address the linguistic and cultural needs of the English Language Learners student are 
as follows: 
 
English Learner (EL) student will be placed in a grade appropriate regular educational program 
supported by ESL and Learning, Language, and Literacy (3Ls) instructional strategies and materials. 
Instructional services are designed and proven to provide an education that leads to the attainment of 
English language proficiency and academic achievement. English Learners have access to all additional 
services and programs available to other students. 
 
English Learner identification is based on the results obtained through the ELPS or state ELPT scores.  
Students identified as EL in any language domain (listening, speaking, reading and writing) will be coded 
LEP in the Student Information System (SIS).   
 
English Learners must be placed in an age-appropriate grade.  If an EL student enters the school system 
with no academic records, it is recommended that the student be placed in a grade corresponding to 
his or her age.  ELs with records are placed in grades indicated on recent school reports.   
 
The East Baton Rouge Parish School System’s ESL and Sheltered English instructional services for 
English language acquisition and academic achievement are evidence based educational models 
embodied in adopted textbooks: 
 

● English as a Second Language (ESL): This approach is designed primarily to teach English 
Learners English language skills.  The program also teaches study skills, content vocabulary, and 
cultural orientation.  The medium of instruction is English with little or no use of native 
language. 

● Language, Learning, Literacy (3Ls): An approach that places learning grade-level content at the 
center of the educational experience for English Learners (Els) integrating in a seamless and 
purposeful way language and literacy development.  The 3Ls approach aims to ensure that the 
Learning, Language, and Literacy initially bring dramatic changes as a result of the learning 
experienced, utilizing the 3Ls approach and the unit of study built on the following instructional 
principles: 

o Texts, Talk, and Tasks should be cognitively demanding (3Ts) 
o Instruction should provide Access, Attention, and Active engagement (3As) 
o Students learn from the quality texts that are Complex, Compelling, Concise, and 

Connecting (4Cs) 
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The procedures the LEA has established to monitor former English Learners students for two years are 
as follows: 
 
As detailed in the Office of Civil Rights guidance, English Learners can be exited from a language 
program when they attain levels of English proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, writing and 
comprehension so that they will be able to meaningfully participate in general education classes and 
reach levels of academic achievement commensurate with that of their English-speaking peers.   
  
EL students who meet the LDOE exit criteria described below will not be considered EL, but will be 
monitored for academic progress for two years during which time they will continue to be included in 
the ELL subgroup for State Accountability System calculations.  
 
All district policies and procedures related to English Proficiency will be governed by Bulletin 111. 
Chapter 40. (See excerpt below).  
 
Bulletin 111. Chapter 40. Definitions Related to English proficiency 
§4001.   Proficient in English [Formerly LAC 28: LXXXIII.4001] 

A. To be considered English proficient and exit English learner (EL) status, an EL student must score 
level 4 (early advanced) or level 5 (advanced) on all four ELPT domains:  1.  speaking; 2.  listening; 
3. reading; and 4. writing. 

B. In order for a student to receive an approval for exemption from one or more than one domain, 
schools must submit an official request, including documentation for the request, no later than 
30 days prior to the opening of the testing window.  

C. Accommodations for the English Language Proficiency Test (ELPT) should be documented on a 
student’s Individual Education Plan (IEP), Individual Academic Plan (IAP), or English Learner (EL) 
Checklist no later than 30 days prior to the opening of the testing window.  

D. All students with significant cognitive disabilities identified as ELs are required to take the ELPT 
Connect. To be eligible to participate in the ELPT Connect assessment, an IEP team must verify 
that the student has a disability which significantly impacts cognitive functioning and meets the 
criteria outlined in Bulletin 1530 §505. Additional information can be found in the Alternate 
Assessment section of the Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities Library, including the K-
2 Alternate Assessment Participation Decision-Making Tool 

No ELL shall be retained solely because of limited English proficiency. Students are expected to 
participate and work on assignments given with the appropriate level of accommodations.   If the 
student makes no effort, nor participates, despite accommodations being provided, the student may 
receive a failing grade.   In the event an ELL student receives a failing grade, the teacher must provide 
documentation that demonstrates the accommodations/modifications being provided throughout the 
grading period, and evidence of parental contact.  Prior to issuing the grade, the teacher must hold a 
conference with the student’s parents and other teachers on record. 

 

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964:  Title VI prohibits discrimination on the grounds of race, color, 
or national origin by recipients of federal financial assistance.  The Title VI regulatory requirements 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/alternate-english-language-proficiency-test-(elpt-connect)-guidance.pdf?sfvrsn=31ee6318_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/alternate-english-language-proficiency-test-(elpt-connect)-guidance.pdf?sfvrsn=31ee6318_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/alternate-english-language-proficiency-test-(elpt-connect)-guidance.pdf?sfvrsn=31ee6318_2
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have been interpreted to prohibit denial of equal access to education because of a language minority 
student’s limited proficiency in English.   

 
Educators should refer to the guidelines established by the ESL Support Office as found in the  ESL 
Handbook Department Student School and Family Guidelines" 
 

 

X.   Louisiana GATOR 

The Louisiana Giving All True Opportunity to Rise (LA GATOR) Scholarship Program provides eligible 
families with education scholarship accounts (ESAs). These accounts allow families to personalize their 
child’s education using state-funded accounts for school tuition and fees, tutoring, educational 
therapies, textbooks and curricula, dual enrollment courses, and uniforms. 

● For a student to be eligible for an ESA in the first phase of the Program, the following conditions 
must be met: 

○ The student must be a resident of Louisiana and meet at least one of the following: 
■ The student participated in the Louisiana Scholarship Program for the previous 

school year. 
■  The student is entering kindergarten. 
■  The student was enrolled in a public school for the previous school year. 
■ The student is from a family with a total income at or below two hundred fifty 

percent of the federal poverty guidelines. 
● A participating student shall cease to be eligible to participate in the LA GATOR Program when 

the participating student meets at least one (1) of the following, whichever occurs first: 
○  enrolls full-time in a public school; 
○ ceases to be a resident of Louisiana; 
○ is found to have any fraudulent representation in the application for the account or in 

conjunction with the payment of funds therefrom; 
○ graduates or withdraws from high school; 
○ the account has been inactive for two consecutive years unless inactivity is due to a lack 

of available funding for accounts. 

XI.  Alternative Education Placements 
 

Alternative schools/programs serve students who are not succeeding in the traditional educational 
setting and offer a venue that aids in preventing these students from dropping out of school. Alternative 
schools/programs provide educational and other services to students who have a variety of behavioral 
and other needs that cannot be adequately met in a traditional school setting.  (Refer to Bulletin 741 - 
Louisiana Handbook for School Administrators, §2903 and Bulletin 131 - Alternative Education 
Schools/Programs Standards) 
 
In the space below, please describe the LEA’s policies for placement of students in an alternative 
program or school, including any promotion policies that may differ from what was provided above.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M7-FMBM0HunK3d-UM9JSQpv5En3sT1BJBTjn1FUFbSU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M7-FMBM0HunK3d-UM9JSQpv5En3sT1BJBTjn1FUFbSU/edit
https://doe.louisiana.gov/topic-pages/louisiana-school-choice/la-gator
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The written policies for all alternatives to regular placements are as follows: 
 
Alternatives to regular placements are established to address the needs of all students in meeting the 
state mandates for promotion.  The district follows policies outlined in Bulletin 741 §2903 and Bulletin 
131:  Louisiana Alternative Education Standards for alternatives to regular placements.  Students 
enrolled in alternatives to regular placements are governed by the same policies as all other students 
in the district.  
 

A description of each approved alternative school/program/setting operating in the LEA, including the 
entrance and promotion criteria is as follows: 
 
Discipline Centers (Short Term) 
Discipline centers provide short term alternative placement for students whose behavior requires 
removal from the home-based school setting. During a student’s attendance at the discipline center, 
they are required to continue engaging with instructional assignments aligned to the Louisiana Student 
Standards and EBR pacing guides. Assignments are submitted to the home-based school and should be 
counted for credit. Staff at the discipline center provide counseling support and opportunities for 
student reflection on negative behavior. Students are also supported with gaining the necessary tools 
needed to implement replacement behaviors. An ESS or 504 students shall not be placed at a discipline 
center more than ten (10) cumulative days.  
 
Long Term Suspensions and Expulsion Schools 
The purpose of the program is to provide an educational environment for suspended and expelled 
students which allows them to gain a quality education while focusing on strategies to improve 
behavior. Students are eligible to earn grades and Carnegie units. Expelled students must meet the 
same promotion requirements as outlined in district policy for all other students. Student enrollment 
requires a decision to affirm an expulsion recommendation or an approved administrative transfer from 
home-based school supervisor and supervisor of alternative programs. 
 
Overage Programs/ Schools 
Overage programs offer enrollment to students in grades 3-5 and 6-12 who are at-risk of not meeting 
graduation or promotion requirements. Our overage programs feature a blended approach and small 
teacher pupil ratios. Students must complete the same coursework aligned to Louisiana Students 
Standards and prove successful on the same standardized assessments administered at traditional 
Louisiana public schools.  Interested students (and their families) must apply and go through an 
application and interview process. Enrollment is also initiated through the administrative transfer 
process. 
 
To be admitted to the overage program, a student in grades 6-12 must display signs of being at risk of 
dropping out of school.   
 
Identification markers may include the following: 
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1. Students who are three years behind grade level as determined by age on September 30th of 
that school year. 

2. Students two years behind (if space is available) will be considered subsequently. 
3. Students with excessive absentees/tardies from school due to illness, frequent moves, 

extenuating circumstances, parents or independent living arrangements. 
4. Students with academic deficiencies or performance below assessed skills levels. 
5. Students needing small group instruction or non-traditional teaching and individual learning 

plans. 
6. Students without severe discipline problems. 
7. Students who are targeted for participation in the middle schools’ range in age from twelve to 

sixteen years of age and are enrolled in schools that are considered traditional; subsequently 
their needs are not being met. 

8. Students who are one or more grade levels behind and have failed previously required LEAP (or 
state mandated assessments) at least once. 

9. Students in who are seriously challenged and are at risk of dropping out of school. 
 
Eligible and/or interested students (and their families) must apply and go through an application and 
interview process. Home schools must provide the following information after parents have completed 
the application:  
 

● Current report card and/or transcript 
● Attendance report 
● Test history 
● Parent-teacher conference form 
● Screening form for dyslexia if screened 
● Updated IAP, IEP, IAIP and/or IGP as appropriate for the identified student 
● Behavior plan if student’s behavior is identified as part of his failure at the school 
● Student demographic sheet  

 
School initiated requests for alternative school placement require a System Level SBLC meeting 
showing efforts were made by the school to address the student’s needs. The school must show 
documentation on interventions and outcomes, attendance reports, behavior reports, and test data 
for at least one full academic year (if the child has been in the school system for one full year, if not, 
use the data the school used to assess the student’s need) showing a pattern of unsatisfactory academic 
growth, and any meetings held with parents to address the student’s needs.   
 
Students may be promoted within the school year provided they show progress on benchmark 
assessments, attendance, and discipline and with teacher/counselor and administrative 
recommendation.  This can be accomplished through the SBLC process. 
 
ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL ORIENTATION, SCHEDULES AND GRADING 
Students are required to attend orientation at an alternative school within one school day or during 
the next available orientation session offered after receiving an affirmed expulsion or long term 



60    
 

suspension. A review of the student’s academic schedule will be conducted and courses will be assigned 
as follows: 
 

Assignment to an alternative school for a semester or more due to an affirmed expulsion or long 
term suspension: 

 
● Students arriving within the first twenty days of the semester start date will be assigned the 

same core courses they were previously enrolled in at their traditional school. In the event a 
course is not available, a comparable course will be assigned to meet graduation requirements. 
Teachers from the sending school are responsible for ensuring grades reflecting the first 20 days 
are updated, posted, and available for import by the alternative school teacher. Once grades 
are imported, the alternative school teacher shall be established as teacher of record for 
students.  
 

● Students arriving after the first twenty days of the semester will be assigned the same core 

courses assigned at the traditional school. In the event a course is not available, the teacher 

from the sending school must provide and make available to alternative school staff a copy of 

the course syllabus and instructional resources available within 5 days of student enrollment at 

the alternative school.  Teachers from the sending school are responsible for ensuring grades 

reflecting the first 20 days and beyond are updated, posted and ready for import by the 

alternative school teacher. Once grades are imported, the alternative school teacher shall be 

established as teacher of record for students.  

 
● Expired IEPs and Individualized Accommodation Plans IAPs must be updated within 3 days of 

the student enrolling at an alternative school. IEPs and IAPs expiring within 30 days of student 

enrollment must be updated by the sending school.  

 
Assignment to an Alternative School for long term suspension- Less than 20 days: 

 
● Students enrolling at an alternative school due to a long-term suspension will be assigned the 

same schedule initiated at the traditional school.  In the event a course is not available, the 
teacher from the sending school must provide and make available to alternative school staff a 
copy of the course syllabus and instructional resources available within 5 days of student 
enrollment at the alternative school.  The teacher of record from the sending school is 
responsible for end of the semester grades. During the student’s less than 20-day enrollment, 
teachers at the alternative school will properly document assignments and corresponding 
grades in the student information system. Teachers from the sending school are responsible for 
assigning end of semester grades. 

 
● Expired Individualized Education Plans and Individualized Accommodation Plans must be 

updated within 3 days of the student enrolling at an alternative school. Individualized Education 

Plans and Individualized Accommodation Plans expiring within 30 days of student enrollment 

must be updated by the sending school.  
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Assignment to a short term discipline center:  
● Short term discipline centers offer short-term placement (10 days or less) for students who have 

displayed behaviors resulting in suspension from school. Discipline centers provide access to 
instruction aligned to the Louisiana State Standards. Each discipline center works with students 
to acknowledge and reflect on negative behaviors and engages with the student to support 
identification of actions to improve. Any standards aligned coursework completed by a student 
while attending a short-term discipline center should be credited and recorded as a completed 
assignment by the teacher of record at the sending school.  In the event the completed 
coursework is not comparable to be accepted by the teacher of record, the student shall be 
given a reasonable opportunity to complete assignments presented by the teacher. Completed 
coursework will be recorded at the alternative school for students who received an affirmed 
expulsion or long-term suspension.  

 
ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL CREDIT RECOVERY AND COURSE ACCELERATION: 
 
Alternative schools offer online and blended learning to create personalized, flexible, needs based 
options for credit recovery that help students stay on track to graduation. Students enrolled at an 
alternative school must participate in a formal intake process which includes academic and behavioral 
screening within 5 days of enrollment. A plan for student success will be initiated and include academic 
and behavioral supports. Overage students’ academic plans or individual graduation plans will include 
an accelerated component outlining allowable self-paced courses in an effort to support students with 
graduating before age 21. Any student accepted to and enrolled within an alternative school will qualify 
for acceleration, dropout prevention, and/or credit recovery programs. Student success plans or 
individual graduation plans establishing credit recovery coursework for students must be aligned to 
credit recovery requirements in Chapter 23 of Bulletin 741.     
 
Additional Requirements for Credit Recovery and Course Acceleration:  

● Students must be enrolled in the course within the first 20 days of the semester start date 

● The number of credit recovery courses offered annually must be in accordance with Bulletin 

741, Chapter 23 references to credit recovery 

● Students must be paired with a course facilitator, teacher, or learning coach and meet regularly 

to progress monitor, address student barriers to completion and gauge monthly progression 

through student success plan 

● Students are ineligible for additional credit recovery credits at the start of a new semester if the 

previous semester’s credit recovery coursework remains incomplete. If needed, school teams 

should initiate an SBLC to review the student’s academic plans inclusive of the IGP to determine 

next steps to ensure student success.  

         
Baton Rouge Juvenile Services – Detention Center 
This program for juvenile offenders is located in the Juvenile Court Building.  It is a fifty-two (52) bed 
lock-up facility for regular and special education students ages 10-17.  The City Parish Government 
operates the center; however, the East Baton Rouge Parish School System provides the educational 
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services.  Students are placed at this facility as a result of court proceedings.  The duration of the 
students’ stay varies with the offense. 
 
Hospital/Homebound Program  
This is an educational program for students – regular or exceptional – having a medical illness that 
substantially limits their ability to attend school.  The School Building Level Committee (SBLC) or the 
Individualized Educational Plan (IEP) committee must meet to decide the need, services and 
accommodations for these students before a homebound teacher is assigned 
 
Adult Education  
The EBRPSS Adult and Continuing Education curriculum is comprised primarily of the OCTAE College 
and Career Readiness Standards and the Learning Upgrade and Essential Education HiSET (or 
appropriate identified assessment) Prep curricula. These standards and curricula along with numerous 
other resources are used to develop an individualized program of study for each student with the goal 
of enabling the learner to acquire the basic skills necessary to function in today's society so that they 
can benefit from the completion of secondary school, enhanced family life, attaining citizenship and 
participating in job training and retraining programs.  (Office of Career, Technical and Adult Education) 
 
The procedures for placement in adult education programs are as follows: 
 
The East Baton Rouge Parish School System is committed to providing an academic education program 
to adults to help them upgrade their skills in reading, mathematics, and language and aid them in 
obtaining a Louisiana High School Equivalency Diploma.  In addition, the East Baton Rouge Adult 
Education Program is committed to providing basic skills remediation and enrichment help to adults 
possessing a high school education who are in need of these services.  
 
Program Format: 

a. The students enrolled in the adult academic program will not address the Louisiana Minimum 
Competency Standards. 

b. There are 10 adult-learning centers strategically located within the parish. 
c.     The eligible student may enter, enroll and exit the program at any time during the academic 

year.   
d. The student attends the learning center when it is convenient for him/her. (Exceptions apply 

for 16 and 17 year old students.) 
e.    The adult learning center concept subscribes to individualized instruction based upon the 

student’s needs and permits the student to establish a learning pace commensurate with ability 
and rate of attendance.  Small group instruction and managed enrollment classes are also 
available. 

f.     To qualify for the High School Equivalency Test (HiSET or equivalent assessment), an individual 
shall be 19 years of age or older. Individuals 18 years of age and 16 or 17years of age with an 
approved age waiver may qualify for the HiSET Test by taking the Official Half Length Practice 
Test and scoring at the “Prepared Level” or above on each part.    
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g.    Individuals who achieve a standard score of 8 or above on the five (5) parts of the HiSET Test (or 
equivalent assessment), a minimum of 2 on the essay, and an average of 45 on the total battery 
are awarded a Louisiana High School Equivalency Diploma. 

 
The LCTCS Board of Supervisors has authorized the following options for the attainment of the high 
school equivalency diploma in Louisiana:  
 

● Completion of College Preparation Coursework (Developmental Coursework) in Mathematics, 
English and Reading at an LCTCS college.  

● Completion of a College Placement Assessment  
● Completion of the High School Equivalency Test  
● Combination of Attainment Methods 
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XII.  Due process related to student placement and promotion 
 

In the space below, please describe the LEA’s due process procedures related to student placement for 
regular education students, students with disabilities having an Individualized Education Program 
plan, and students having an Individual Accommodation/Section 504 plan.  
 

The LEA’s policies on due process procedures for teachers, students and parents as related to student 
placement for regular education students, students with disabilities and section 504 students are as 
follows: 
 
Procedures for Review of Educational Placements 
 
Due Process is used when a parent or a member of the School Building Level committee disagrees with 
consensus of the SBLC. 
 
A parent, teacher or student of legal age who questions the SBLC determination of educational 
placement for the student should contact the principal.  The placement and the reasons for that 
placement should be thoroughly explained to the person who appeals.  In addition, for each evaluation 
procedure, test, record, report, or other relevant factor used as a basis for the proposed placement 
decision made for the student, that party has the right to request in writing a hearing on this issue.  The 
written request must be made within the ten (10) working days of the conference with the principal 
and shall be mailed or delivered to the principal to forward this written request for review to the 
Superintendent’s designee who shall conduct the hearing and serve as hearing officer. 
 

The hearing shall be held within the ten (10) working days of the receipt by the school principal of the 
request for review, at a time that is convenient to both the parents and the school personnel.  Upon 
mutual consent, this time period may be extended. 
 

The parents and the school personnel have the right to ask questions of persons who make 
presentations to the hearing officer at the hearing. 
 

At the conclusion of this hearing, the hearing officer shall not render a decision immediately, but shall 
instead adjourn the hearing and tell all parties that they will receive from him/her a written decision 
at a later date.  Within ten (10) working days after the conclusion of the hearing, the hearing officer 
shall render this written decision. 
 

The written decision shall be sent by certified mail to the parent and shall include, at least the following 
information: 
 

● The name, school, and grade level of the student involved. 
● The educational placement proposed by the SBLC. 
● The educational placement sought by the parents. 
● The determination made by the hearing officer of the appropriate educational placement. 
● The basis for the determination for that appropriate placement. 
● If applicable, the parents’ right to ask for review of the decision and the steps involved therein.  
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If the parents are not satisfied with the decision of the hearing officer, they may write to the 
Superintendent of Schools, East Baton Rouge Parish School System, 1050 South Foster Drive, Baton 
Rouge, LA  70806, and request that the decision be reviewed.  The written request must be mailed or 
delivered to the superintendent within ten (10) working days following receipt by the parents of the 
decision of the hearing officer. 
 
Within ten (10) working days following this meeting, the superintendent or a designee shall render a 
written decision.  The written decision shall be sent by certified mail to the parents and shall include, 
at least, the following information.  
 

● The name, school, and grade level of the student involved. 
● The determination made by the hearing officer of the appropriate educational placement of 

the student. 
● The decision of the superintendent or designee on whether the determination made by the 

hearing officer should be allowed to stand, should be changed, or whether a new hearing should 
be conducted in order to consider matters not considered in the original hearing. 

● The basis for that decision. 
 
A copy of this decision should also be delivered to the school principal and/or the Superintendent’s 
designee who served as a hearing officer but need not be sent by certified mail.  
 
The decision of the superintendent or a designee on this appeal of educational placement shall be final. 
 
Prior to and during any stage of this review procedure, the parents shall have the right to inspect and 
review all records with the respect to the educational placement of their child.  The custodian of these 
records may charge a fee for copies of said records that are made for the parents, if the fee does not 
effectively prevent the parents from exercising their right to inspect and review these records.  
(Regulations that apply:  P.L.93-380 (Buckley Amendment) Section 10 of this Plan – Policies on Records 
and Reports.) 
 
The principal or the teacher who disagrees with the SBLC determination has the same rights of due 
process and should follow the same procedures. 
 
During the pending stage of this review procedure, the student shall be placed in the educational 
setting determined by the SBLC. 
 
Regarding state mandated assessments, the district, through its superintendent, may apply for an 
appeal on behalf of individual students, provided the certain criteria are met as stated in state 
mandated assessment guidelines and high stakes testing policy.  
 
In the case of a student with a disability or exceptionality, the due process procedures must be 
consistent with those described in Regulations for Implementation of the Children with Exceptionalities 
Act (R.S. 17:1941 et seq.).  
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Due process procedures for qualified students with disabilities must be consistent with those defined 
in Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 

 

XIII.  Additional LEA policies related to student placement and promotion 
 

In the space below, please describe any additional LEA policies related to student placement and 
promotion that have not been addressed in other sections of this document. 
 

Ex.   Determination of Valedictorian 
        Homework policy 
       Minimum number of classes for a graduating senior 
       Summer school credit 

 

Functions of the School Building Level Committee (SBLC) 
 
The School Building Level Committee (SBLC) is a committee of at least three school level staff members. 
It shall be comprised of at least the principal/designee, a classroom teacher, and the referring teacher. 
It is suggested that other persons be included, such as the school counselor, reading specialist, master 
teacher, nurse, parents, pupil appraisal personnel, etc. This committee is a decision-making group that 
meets on a scheduled basis to solve problems or address concerns from teachers, parents, or other 
professionals on individual students who are experiencing difficulty in school because of academic 
and/or behavior problems. In most cases, for enrolled students, it is only through the SBLC that a 
referral can be made to pupil appraisal services for an individual evaluation. Any member of the SBLC 
may convene the committee to request a review of placement at any time.  

The School Building Level Committee (SBLC) may address questions and considerations that may arise 
including but not limited to the intervention strategies, academic supports, referrals for consideration 
of 504 eligibility, promotion, retention, and placement in any education program of a student at any 
grade level.  In addition to the aforementioned, the function of the SBLC is to provide guidance and 
recommendations with regards to promotion, placement and retention decisions.  The SBLC report 
forms shall be completed and sent to parents at the completion of each meeting to inform them of 
any retention or placement of a student in a grade other than routine placement.  

The SBLC does not have the authority to promote a student who does not meet any state mandated 
high stakes testing standards for promotion. The principal shall make the decision for placement when 
the SBLC is equally divided.  The SBLC Report to Parents form concerning grade placement for the next 
school year should be mailed home to inform parents of an SBLC decision.    

When warranted, the principal may request to convene a System Level Committee.  This committee 
composed of the School Building Level Committee, appropriate central office administrator, a member 
of the PPP Committee of Educators representing the Instructional Services Team and a representative 
of Special Education, Bilingual, or other departments when applicable.  The committee considers 
extraordinary cases in which the PPP policy is deemed not in the best interest of the student.   
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Policies on Student Records and Reports 
 

A. Policies on Records and Reports shall be aligned to Bulletin 741. Section §703. Student   
      Records referenced below: 
 

B. Each school shall keep records for the registration and attendance of students and shall   
      maintain an up-to-date permanent cumulative record of individual students showing   
      personal data and progress through school. 

1. Student cumulative records shall continually be updated and, when applicable, contain the 
following: 

a. name, gender, social security number or a state-assigned identification number, date of 
admission, and date of birth; 

b. name and address of parents, legal guardian, and/or next of kin; 
c. language or means of communication, spoken or understood; 
d. a cumulative record of the student's progress through the   curriculum; 
e. health history; 
f. student grades; 
g. attendance records; 
h. results of vision and hearing screening; 
i. all immunizations given in accordance with the requirements of the Office of Public Health 

(OPH), Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals (DHH) recorded on a cumulative health 
record; 

j. scores on statewide assessments and scores on local testing programs and screening 
instruments necessary to document the local criteria for promotion; information (or reasons) 
for student placement, including promotion, retention, and/or remediation and acceleration; 

k. information on the outcome of student participation in remedial and alternative programs; 
and 

l. a copy of the letter informing the parent of either the placement of the student in or the 
removal of  
the student from a remedial education program. 

2.   The following are applicable to students eligible under IDEA or section 504:  
    

a. records of parent/teacher conferences prior to referral to pupil appraisal; 
b. results of all educational screening information; 
c. educational interventions and their results; 
d. multi-disciplinary evaluation reports; 
e. a copy of the IEP, including least restrictive environment justification; 
f. a copy of the individualized accommodation program (IAP); 
g. a copy of the parent's written consent for the student to be moved from; 
h. documentation of contact with school building level committee prior to referral to pupil 

appraisal; 
i. access sheet for special education confidentiality. 
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C. Each teacher shall be provided with a recording system in which the roster of each class 

taught shall be maintained and on which all data used to determine student progress shall be 
recorded. 

D. Student records shall be reviewed regularly, and results shall be used for instructional 
planning, student counseling, and placement. 

Additional Local Policy includes the following: 

1.  The local school system shall maintain permanent records of each student’s placement, K-12.  
Each record shall be maintained as a part of the student’s cumulative file. 
   
2.   Student records for the purposes of these Guidelines shall include the following: 

● Course grades; 
● Scores on the Louisiana Educational Assessment Program and/or state mandated 

assessments; 
● Scores on local testing programs and screening instruments necessary to document the local 

criteria for promotion; 
● Information (or reason) for student placement (See definition of placement.); 
● Documentation of results of student participation in remedial and Alternative programs; 
● Special education documents, as specified in the approved IDEA-Part B, LEA application; 
● A copy of the letter informing the parent of either the placement of the student in or the 

removal of the student from a remedial program; and 
● A statement regarding written notification to the parent concerning retention and due 

process procedures. (Bulletin 741 §703) 
 

Additional local policies that relate to the maintenance of records and reports that affect student 
promotion and/or retention are as follows: 

Parents and guardians are guaranteed the right to inspect their children’s school  records and correct 
any errors through formal and informal hearings.  These parental rights are transferred to students at 
age 18.  Parental requests must be granted within five (5) working days.  Parents also will be given a 
copy of any records they request, and in addition, schools must respond to requests by parents to 
interpret or explain items in students’ files.  Social workers, school nurses, and other persons with 
“legitimate educational interest” in a child will be allowed to view and use the student’s records.  
Dissemination of information contained in a student’s file requires that parents must give written 
permission before a school can release information to outsiders who must present a picture ID. 
 
A student may gain access to his/her own records by submitting a request in writing from his/her 
parents that the student is allowed to examine it without a parent being present.  This request should 
be submitted to the school counselor.  Within five (5) working days from receiving the information 
request, the school must make available for inspection the information requested, and such inspection 
shall take place in the presence of qualified school personnel. 
 
When a student transfers to another school (outside the system), the receiving school will be afforded 
copies of the student’s records upon request. 
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Records Available to Parents upon Request: 

a. Cumulative folder 
b. Test data card 
c.     Immunization Records 
d. Report card 
e.   Evaluation report 
f.    Records maintained in connection with East Baton Rouge Pupil Progression Plan. 
g.    Disciplinary records maintained by each school separate from other educational records of a 

student and for that school year only 
h. Review of Disciplinary Action Form for identified exceptional students 
i.    Individual Educational Program Placement/Instructional Document (IEP) 
j.    LEAP and other state mandated assessment records 
k.    Parent Remediation Refusal Form 
l.    504 Records 
m. Individual student’s grades and attendance reports 

 
Procedure for Challenging Contents of Records: 
Upon review of a student’s record(s), parents have the opportunity to request a  hearing to ask for 
correction or deletion of any information in the file.  The school principal or an appropriate designee 
will conduct the hearing(s). 
 
At the hearing, parents will be given a “full and fair” opportunity to present their case and relevant 
evidence.  The final decision will be delivered to the parents in writing within five (5) days subsequent 
the hearing.  Parents who are dissatisfied with the hearing or the result of the hearing at the school 
level may appeal to the superintendent, through the administrative channels of the Office of Civil 
Rights, and if dissatisfied with decisions rendered by these agencies, seek redress through the 
appropriate court system.    
 
Transfer of Student Records:  The forwarding of records including special education and eligible 504 
records within the parish is mandatory and cannot be held for nonpayment of library fines, lunch 
fee, etc. 
 
The forwarding of 504 records is required to enable receiving schools to maintain necessary 
accommodation plans.  All requests for Special Education records from out of the parish shall be 
channeled through the East Baton Rouge Parish Special Education Department.  The East Baton Rouge 
Parish Special Education Department will be responsible for the forwarding of Special Education 
Records for students, currently or formerly served after receiving written parental permission.  
Discipline records for the current school year should be forwarded to the receiving school when a 
student transfers.  Disciplinary documents are not to be housed in the cumulative folder.   
 
Maintenance of Records and Reports:  The following records and reports must be maintained for each 
student: 
 



70    
 

● Course grades 
● Scores on the Louisiana Educational Assessment Program 
● Scores on local testing programs and the screening instrument necessary to document the  
● local criteria for promotion and screening outlined in Act 1120 
● Information (or reasons) for student placement (see definition of placement)    
● Information on the outcome of student participating in remedial and alternative 
● programs 
● Special Education documents as specified in the approved Individuals with Disabilities  
● Education Act (IDEA) 
● A copy of the letter informing the parent of either the placement of the student in or the  
● removal of the student from a remedial program on file 
● A copy of the parent’s written consent for either the placement of the student in or the  
● removal of the student from alternative to regular placement on file   
● Documentation of the parent/guardian’s having been informed in writing of  the decision to  
● retain a student and of the system’s due process procedures relating to placement procedures 

(as defined in the system’s Pupil Progression Plan)  
● Documentation of SBLC procedures and actions regarding qualified students with disabilities 

under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 
 
Policies on Cumulative Records:  These policies must be followed when recording, requesting, and 
sending student information: 
 

a.   Cumulative File:  East Baton Rouge Parish Schools shall maintain permanent records of each 
student’s placement, K-12. Each record shall be kept as part of the student’s cumulative file.  
Handwritten information should be entered in black ink, unless otherwise indicated.  
Information should be current and legible. 
 

b. Record Cards: 
1. Grades K-5 and new elementary students, a green folded FAMILY DATA, SPECIAL PROGRAM,   

 and TEST INFORMATION card.  MOI # (500-220-6350) 
2. Grades 6-8 and new middle school students, a white SCHOLASTIC & TEST 

             RECORD card.  MOI # (500-220-6370) 
 
Contents of Cumulative Records  

a. Student Identification Number on outside of Cumulative Folder 
b. EBRPSS Student Registration and Data Verification Form (see Home Language Survey 

questions) 
c. Family Information and Test Record Card.  The Scholastic and Test Record Card 

a. must be completed prior to sending it to the receiving school 
d. LEAP (state mandated assessment) scores and remediation records 
e.   Students Health Record must be complete and kept up to date.  See Immunization Policy 
f.    Progress reports for elementary level and grade labels for middle and high school showing 

course grades for each student 
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g.    Elementary Parent-teacher Conference Records (to be retained until the first reporting period 
of the following year; discard prior to entrance in middle school) 

h. Middle School Parent-Teacher Conference Records (should be removed from the cumulative 
folder prior to the beginning of the next school year) 

i.    504 Records 
j.    Special Education documents 
k.    Individual Graduation Plan 
l.     A signed copy of the Parent Notification letter informing parents of ESL and Sheltered 

Instructional services provided for identified LEP students.   
m. A copy of the letter informing parents of the placement of a student in a remedial program 
n. A statement regarding written notification to parents concerning retention and due process 

procedures.  
o. Homeless documentation 

 
Requesting Records from Other Schools in East Baton Rouge Parish at the beginning of the  
School Year: 

a.  Pre-K through 4th grade records shall be sent upon receiving written requests to the requesting 
school within five (5) working days. For Records from 5th through 12th Grades, the feeder school 
list is obtained from Information Systems  

 
1. Records may not be requested or sent until ten days after school opens of the current year.  

SPECIAL EDUCATION/504 RECORDS shall be sent during the summer when requested for 
scheduling purposes.  If Special Education records or 504 records have not been requested 
before school begins, these records must be requested within the first 5 school days and 
received before the 10th school day.   

2. One red line should be marked through the names of students who have not attended the first 
ten (10) days of school. 

3. Names of the students whose names were not printed on the feeder list of the 
             school attended last year should be added. 

4. Regular record request forms for students from schools other than feeder schools should be 
used.  

   
b. Feeder school must be sent a dated copy of the corrected feeder list form. (#2 and #3 of step 

a). 
c. A dated copy of the feeder list as submitted by the schools is to be kept at the school. 

 
Sending Cumulative Records at the Beginning of the School Year:  

a.    Cumulative records for students whose names appear (without a red line) on the list by the 
requesting school should not be collected. 

b. If a record is NOT available and the student: 
 

● DID NOT ATTEND the previous year, a note should be made on a Data Processing printout 
request. 

● DID ATTEND the previous year, a cumulative record with the student’s name and SID number 
must be made.  A note must be placed inside the folder as to why no information is available 
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c.   A copy of the feeder list must be signed by the person sending the records along with the 
cumulative records to the school requesting them. 

 
Sending Cumulative Records at Other Times during the Year:    
a. Schedules should be planned so that record requests are honored weekly.  
b. A list of records, the date they were sent, and the school, to which they were sent, should be kept. 
 
The regular record forms for students who enter school after the original feeder school lists have been 
sent to the appropriate schools are to be used.          
 
Admission of International Exchange Program Students 
 
This policy applies to international exchange program students from other countries that are 
sponsored by approved foreign exchange agencies.    
 
    a.   Agency requirements 

● Foreign exchange agencies must be registered with the district, must be listed by the Council 
for Standards on International Education Travel, and must be approved by the U.S. Department 
of State to qualify for J-1 Visas. (Visa must be from an Approved Exchange Student Organization 
that can issue J-1 Visas) 

● The contract used by the sponsoring agency between sponsor and student must be on file and 
approved by the Superintendent or his designee. 

● The sponsoring agency must have a local representative who resides within 50 miles of East 
Baton Rouge Parish, and who is available to meet with school personnel, the student, and the 
host family. 

 
b.  Student requirements 

● The exchange student must reside with a legal resident of East Baton Rouge Parish. 
● The student must possess a J-1 visa.   
● As of September 1, of the program year, the student must meet junior placement status. 
● The student must not have received a high school diploma or its equivalent from his/her home 

school. 
● The student must have a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 or above for the previous two 

years of study. 
● As required by the International Exchange Agencies, the student must have sufficient 

knowledge of the English language to produce effective oral and written communication, to 
use instructional materials and textbooks printed in English, and to function in the regular 
education program without special services such as Special Education or English as a Second 
Language. A letter of recommendation from an English/language teacher endorsing the 
student’s proficiency in English must be included in the application materials.   

● An official transcript from the student’s home school must be sent to and received by the 
assigned East Baton Rouge Parish high school by August 1 of the student’s attendance year in 

order to determine placement.    
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1)  Students will be placed in grades according to Carnegie unit totals as indicated in EBR Parish Pupil 
Progression Plan. 
 
2)  Students must meet all state and local requirements for graduation per Bulletin 741. §2317. High 
Schools- E.)   

a. All exchange students must schedule English III (which includes the study of American 
Literature),    
American History, and Civics.  

b. By August 1 of the attending year, the student must present the following documents to the  
attending school with a request to attend school in East Baton Rouge Parish: 
● J-1 visa 
● Health and immunization records 
● Evidence of health and accident insurance for duration of stay 
● The name, address, and phone numbers of the student’s own parents/guardians, the host 

family, and the local exchange program representative 
● Two character references from the home school 
● A notarized temporary custody agreement between the exchange student’s 

parents/guardian and the host family 
c. Suspensions, Revocation, or Dismissal 

Exchange organizations, host families, and/or exchange students found in non-compliance 
with the above policy of the East Baton Rouge Parish School Board are subject to having their 
relationship with the district terminated. Exchange students are subject to the same discipline 
policies to which regular students must adhere.     

EBRPSS policy regarding International Exchange Program Students shall be in accordance with Title 22: 
Foreign Relations: PART 62—EXCHANGE VISITOR PROGRAM. 

Homeless Program 
 
The McKinney-Vento Act states that children and youth who lack “a fixed, regular, and adequate 
nighttime residence” will be considered homeless. 42 U.S.C. §11434A(2)(A).  The mission of the 
Stewart B. McKinney-Vento Education for Homeless Children and Youth Program is to develop and 
maintain a comprehensive education program by coordinating resources and services for homeless 
individuals residing in any temporary living arrangements because of the lack of a fixed, regular, and 
adequate residence and to foster a climate wherein each homeless individual is positively received 
and neither stigmatized nor isolated.  
  
The McKinney-Vento Act requires schools to identify and remove all barriers to enrollment and 
retention in school for children and youth in homeless situations. 42 U.S.C.§§11432(g)(1)(I), (g)(7). 
Zero tolerance rules for absenteeism can be such barriers, particularly when they result in class 
failures, exclusion from school, or court involvement. Frequently, students in homeless situations will 
miss school due to their living situations. Absences caused by homelessness must not be counted 
against students, as this would create a barrier to enrollment and retention in school. 
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Dyslexia Program 
 
The Louisiana Dyslexia law (Act 266 of the 2023 legislative session) requires universal screening of 

certain students for characteristics of dyslexia in the second half of the kindergarten year or upon 

request by a teacher, parent or legal guardian and evaluation of any student suspected of having a 

disability.  The district shall follow and implement requirements of Act 266 adopted in the 2023 

Regular Legislative session for dyslexia screening, reporting, and support. Schools should refer to the 

district’s Dyslexia Resource Guide developed by the district’s department of 504 services in addition 

to dyslexia guidance provided by the LDOE with regards to policy and legislative implementation.   

Students who are evaluated and meet the criteria for having an exceptionality, outlined in Bulletin 
1508 – Pupil Appraisal Handbook, are eligible to receive special education services. Special education 
means specially designed instruction, at no cost to parents, to meet the unique needs of a child with 
a disability, including an SLD which is defined as “a disorder in one or more of the basic psychological 
processes involved in understanding or in using language, spoken or written, that may manifest itself 
in the imperfect ability to listen, think, speak, read, write, spell, or do mathematical calculations, 
including conditions such as perceptual disabilities, brain injury, minimal brain dysfunction, dyslexia, 
and developmental aphasia. An SLD does not include learning problems that are primarily the result 
of visual, hearing, or motor disabilities, of intellectual disability, of emotional disturbance, or of 
environmental, cultural, or economic disadvantage.” (Title 20, United States Code. Section 
1401[30][A][B]). 
 

What educational services are available if a student has dyslexia and has been identified as eligible to 
receive IDEA special education services? Students identified with a disability under IDEA are entitled 
to special education and related services through an Individual Education Program (IEP) as described 
in Bulletin 1530– Louisiana’s IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities. Students who have 
been evaluated and identified as a student with dyslexia who qualifies for special education services 
should receive remediation in an educational program that meets the requirements of the Louisiana 
Dyslexia Law which requires school districts to routinely provide remediation in a Multisensory 
Structured Language and Literacy Program within the regular school day that is in alignment with the 
MTSS framework. Multisensory structured language and literacy programs may be administered in a 
regular classroom setting, a separate classroom setting, through individual or small group 
instruction, any additional accommodations that are developed by the SBLC, or a combination of 
these options as long as all components, content, and delivery methods are followed. Multisensory 
structured language and literacy programs should do the following: contain instruction in 
phonological awareness, phoneme-grapheme association, phonics, syllable instruction, linguistics, 
MTSS framework. Multisensory structured language and literacy programs may be administered in 
regular classroom setting, separate classroom setting, individual or small group instruction, any 
additional accommodations that are developed by the SBLC, or a combination of these options as 
long as all components, content, and delivery methods are followed.  
 
Multisensory structured language and literacy programs should do the following:  

• contain instruction in phonological awareness, phoneme-grapheme association, phonics, 
syllable instruction, linguistics, and  
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• integrate all aspects of language and comprehension (receptive language skills of listening 
and reading, oral expressive in work selection and sequencing, written expression in spelling, 
mechanics, coherence, and handwriting.  

• meaning based instruction provided in words and sentences to extract meaning in addition to 
teaching isolated letter sound correspondence. The instructional methods for a multisensory 
structured language and literacy program must be explicit, systematic, sequential, 
cumulative, individualized, diagnostic, demonstrate automaticity of performance, 
simultaneously multisensory, and follow the synthetic to analytic phonics instructional 
process. Progress monitoring data should be maintained on students receiving instruction in 
a multisensory structured language and literacy program. Students’ participation in 
multisensory structured language and literacy programming should be periodically reviewed 
to determine the appropriateness and effectiveness of the program for the student.  

 
What educational services are available if a student has dyslexia and is not identified as eligible to 
receive IDEA special education services?  
 
Students identified as having signs of dyslexia but not meeting the criteria of an IDEA disability are 
entitled to remediation in an educational program that meets the requirements of the Louisiana 
Dyslexia Law. Bulletin 1903 requires school districts to:  

• Routinely provide remediation in a Multisensory Structured Language and Literacy Program 
within the regular school day within the MTSS framework. Multisensory structured language 
and literacy programs may be administered in regular classroom setting, separate classroom 
setting, individual or small group instruction, any additional accommodations that are 
developed by the SBLC, or a combination of these options as long as all components, content, 
and delivery methods are followed.  

 
Multisensory structured language and literacy programs should do the following:  

• contain instruction in phonological awareness, phoneme-grapheme association, phonics, 
syllable instruction, linguistics, and  

• integrate all aspects of language and comprehension (receptive language skills of listening 
and reading, oral expressive in work selection and sequencing, written expression in spelling, 
mechanics, coherence, and handwriting.  

• meaning-based instruction provided in words and sentences to extract meaning in addition to 
teaching isolated letter sound correspondence.  

 
The instructional methods for a multisensory structured language and literacy program must be 
explicit, systematic, sequential, cumulative, individualized, diagnostic, demonstrate automaticity of 
performance, simultaneously multisensory, and follow the synthetic to analytic phonics instructional 
process. Progress monitoring data should be maintained on students receiving instruction in a 
multisensory structured language and literacy program. Students’ participation in multisensory 
structured language and literacy programming should be periodically reviewed to determine the 
appropriateness and effectiveness of the program for the student. 
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Per LDOE Third Grade Promotion Guidance, a student who does not score above the lowest 

achievement level on the literacy screener after three attempts shall be screened for dyslexia and shall 

not be promoted to the fourth grade unless promoted for good cause. If a dyslexia screening indicates 

that the student is at-risk for dyslexia, an immediate referral should be made to the School Building 

Level Committee (SBLC) to obtain parent permission to initiate the preliminary gathering of data and 

a review. SBLC members on committees reviewing data for a student who is identified as at-risk for 

dyslexia should include a teacher of the student identified for review, a speech-language pathologist, 

educational diagnostician, dyslexia practitioner, dyslexia therapist, and/or a person trained in the 

identification of dyslexia, a principal or their designee, and a parent or guardian. The SBLC will 

determine if relevant data indicates the need for further action that may include: additional 

assessment; continuation of specialized instructional interventions and progress monitoring; 

development of a 504 Plan to provide classroom accommodations; referral to pupil appraisal for 

support services or for an evaluation to determine eligibility for special services as provided by IDEA; 

or return to the regular classroom without further strategies or interventions. 

 
Foreign Language Instruction 
 
Elementary School: Foreign Language instruction in the elementary school should be incorporated in 
the school day for thirty (30) minutes daily in grades 4 and 5 Foreign language and other elementary 
and middle school required programs of study course offerings shall be in accordance with Bulletin 
741. Applicable waiver documentation may be found in the appendix of this document. 
 
 
Review of Placement 

Review of Placement addresses procedures to be used in implementation of the Pupil Progression 
Plan. 

Review of Placement in Individual Cases 
Review of decisions on educational placement of an individual student within a school may be initiated 
at any time by any member of the Building Level Committee. The principal shall convene the SBLC. 
 
Building Level Committee 
For the purpose of review of promotion criteria, the principal will coordinate the decision-making 
process of the SBLC. 
 
Composition 

● Classroom teacher directly involved with instruction of student 
● School Administrator 
● Counselor or classroom teacher not directly involved with instruction of student 
● Teacher of any special program in which student is involved 
● Parent of student 
● Student (when appropriate) 
● Function 
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● To review the data from all available sources on each individual student relative to a promotion 
or retention appeal, waiver, or extenuating circumstance, on a semester or annual basis when 
applicable 

● To make recommendations for remediation and/or placement 
● To serve as a review committee to investigate complaints initiated by parents or guardians at 

the local level. (A parent or guardian may initiate an individual review of student placement 
and/or promotion by notifying in writing the school building level principal). 

 
If current local data is not available, selection and administration of appropriate tests shall be 
determined by the SBLC.  Such tests shall be administered within ten (10) school days to provide 
documentation of the student’s current level of mastery of state grade appropriate standards. The 
SBLC, using the SBLC Report to Parents form, shall communicate its determination of educational 
placement for the student in writing to the parent (s) or legal guardian (s). 
 
If parents question the placement decision, the SBLC should refer to Due Process Guidelines. 
 
Review of Placement of the Non-English-Speaking Students 
When already enrolled in the local school system, a non-English speaking student may be 
inappropriately placed below grade level because of a language barrier.  Placement of these students 
will be reviewed by the principal in consultation with the English as a Second Language (ESL) 
Instructional Specialist and the classroom teacher who will recommend proper placement based on 
the Language Assessment Scales, classroom performance, and one of the following: teacher-made 
test, transcripts, or teacher observation. 
 
Review of Placement Students with Disabilities 
Review of decisions on educational placement of an individual student within a school may be initiated 
at any time by any member of the IEP Committee. The committee shall convene to make such 
determination. 
 

Attendance Policy 

Elementary students shall be in attendance a minimum of 60,120 minutes (equivalent to 167 six-
hour days) a school year. In order to be eligible to receive grades, high school students shall be in 
attendance a minimum of 30,060 minutes (equivalent to 83.5 six-hour school days), per semester or 
60,120 minutes (equivalent to 167 six-hour school days) a school year for schools not operating on a 
semester basis. (Bulletin 741, §1103.G)   
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XIV.  LEA assurances and submission information 
 

Assurance is hereby made to the Louisiana Department of Education that this (insert name of LEA)    
 
 

East Baton Rouge Parish School System 

 
 
2025-2026 Pupil Progression Plan has been developed in compliance with all applicable federal and state 
laws and regulations. If any local policy outlined in this plan conflicts with federal or state laws or 
regulations, I understand that federal and state laws and regulations shall supersede the local policy. 
 
 
 
Date approved by local school board or governing authority:     
 
 
 

        
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 21, 2025 
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Appendix A: Definition of Terms 
 

Definition of Terms 
 
A. State Terms 

 

For definitions of state terms, see Chapter 9 of Bulletin 1566 in Appendix B. 

 
B. Local Terms 
 
 

1. Academically Able – A student who maintains a grade of “C” or above on grade level 
standards according to adopted textbooks and state curriculum guides in the content area 
in question.  Indicators could include grade from the progress report, and standardized 
test scores. 

 
2. Advanced Placement – A program sponsored by the College Board and Educational 

Testing Services to provide courses for academically able students that offers greater 
opportunities for individual progress and accomplishment.  Students who score 3 or 
above on Advanced Placement examinations may receive college credit for AP courses 
taken while they are still in secondary school. 

 
3. BESE – Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 

 
4. Bulletin 741 – Louisiana Handbook for School Administrators containing regulations 

used in the administration of elementary, secondary, and adult education programs. 
 

5. Carnegie Unit – Unit earned based on the successful completion of a High school level 
coursework. 

 
6. Credit – Term that means the same as Carnegie Unit 

 
7. Criterion Referenced Test (CRT) – A summary test designed to measure how well a 

student meets the criteria of specific skills. 
 

8. EBRPSS-East Baton Rouge Parish School System 
 

9. ESS-Exceptional Student Services 
 

10. Early College Admissions Program – A college program through which superior high 
school students that have completed their junior year in high school may be allowed to 
enroll in regular college classes.  

 
11. Grade Level or Above – A student who has exhibited proficiency on grade level 

competencies with respect to a skill as indicated according to adopted textbooks and 
comprehensive curriculum and/ or common core state standards as grade appropriate.  
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Indicators could include grades from progress reports, test scores, and state mandated 
test results. 

 
12. High School Equivalency Test (HiSet) (replaced the former GED: General Education 

Development Test) A national test which eligible persons who want to receive a high 
school equivalency diploma may take. 

 
13. Individual Academic Improvement Plan (IAIP) – A collaborative plan developed 

through an in-person meeting of a student’s parents or legal custodian, all teachers of 
core academic subjects and specialized support personnel, as needed to assist the 
student in achieving proficiency in all core academic subjects. The plan is required for 
identified students who have scored below “basic” achievement level in at least two core 
academic subjects, including English language arts, mathematics, science, and social 
studies, that would enable them to successfully transition to the next grade level. All 

participants shall sign the documented plan utilizing the state provided template and shall 
meet to review progress at least once a year.  

 
14. Individual Accommodation Plan (IAP) – A form used to track and document a 504 

eligible students’ plan for accommodations. 
 

15. Individualized Educational Program (IEP) – A written program, which sets forth the 
approach, which will be taken to ensure that the child will be provided an appropriate, 
free public education. 

 
16. Individual Graduation Plan (IGP) – A collaborative plan designed to assist middle and 

high school counselors as they support students and their families with the planning 
process. Beginning in the eighth grade year, students work with their school counselors 
to complete an IGP. This plan is reviewed, updated, and signed every year until 
graduation.  

 
17. LEA– Local education agency (East Baton Rouge Parish School Board)  

 
18. PPP – Pupil Progression Plan 

 
19. Proficiency Exam – An examination that will test the mastery of the performance 

objectives in the state curriculum guide for a particular subject.  Credit shall be granted 
on a pass (proficient) basis only. 

 
20. Pupil Appraisal Handbook – A bulletin published by the State Department of Education, 

which defines the criteria for all exceptionalities recognized by the state of Louisiana. 
 

21. Quality Points – Numerical value assigned to the letter grades earned by  students 
when they successfully earn a credit or unit.  Usually A=4, B=3, C=2, D=1, F=0. 

 
22. Student’s Permanent Cumulative Record – The official record of the student’s work 

year by year throughout his/her school life, K-12. 
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23. System Level Committee – A committee composed of the School Building Level 
Committee, appropriate central office administrator, a member of the PPP Committee of 
Educators representing the Instructional Services Team and a representative of Special 
Education, Bilingual, or other departments when applicable.  The committee considers 
extraordinary cases in which the PPP policy is deemed not in the best interest of the 
student.   

 
24. TASC – Truancy Assessment and Service Center 

 
25. Weighted Credit/Weighted Quality Points – Numerical value assigned to the letter 

grades “A”, “B”, or “C” earned by a student in honors, gifted, and Advanced Placement 
Courses.  Quality points are issued as follows:  A=5, B=4, C=3, D=1, F=0 
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Appendix B: BESE Bulletin 1566 
https://bese.louisiana.gov/policy  

Louisiana Administrative Code     January 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://bese.louisiana.gov/policy
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Appendix C: Foreign Language Waiver Request 
Submitted to Louisiana Department of Education – July 2025 
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Appendix D: Graduation Requirements 
Updated as of PPP Board Approval Date – Subject to Change by LDE via BESE Policy Bulletin 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/jumpstart/tops-university-course-requirements.pdf?sfvrsn=18be8f1f_69 
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/jumpstart/tops-tech-course-requirements.pdf?sfvrsn=3dbe8f1f_28 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/jumpstart/tops-university-course-requirements.pdf?sfvrsn=18be8f1f_69
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/jumpstart/tops-tech-course-requirements.pdf?sfvrsn=3dbe8f1f_28
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Appendix E: LDOE 2024-2025 Third Grade Promotion Guidance & Related Documents 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/students-with-disabilities/third-grade-promotion-guidance.pdf?sfvrsn=e2566e18_2 

https://louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/third-grade-literacy-family-letter-docx-(1).pdf?sfvrsn=802f6e18_4 

https://louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/3rd-grade-literacy-proficiency---act-422-flyer.pdf?sfvrsn=6a216e18_2  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/students-with-disabilities/third-grade-promotion-guidance.pdf?sfvrsn=e2566e18_2
https://louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/literacy/third-grade-literacy-family-letter-docx-(1).pdf?sfvrsn=802f6e18_4


111    
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



112    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



113    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



114    
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



115    
 

 
 
 
 



116    
 

 
 
 
 
 



117    
 

 
 
 
 
 



118    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 



119    
 

Appendix F: Individual Academic Support Plan Guidance & Template 
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/academic-standards/individual-academic-support-plan-guidance.pdf?sfvrsn=43bdd3b4_6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/academic-standards/individual-academic-support-plan-guidance.pdf?sfvrsn=43bdd3b4_6
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Appendix G: LDOE 9th Grade Transition Policy Guidance 
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/policy/transitional-9th-grade-policy-guidance.pdf?sfvrsn=8ceb6718_1  
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Appendix H: Dual Enrollment Policy Guidance 

https://www.laregents.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/AA-2.22-Dual-Enrollment_with-new-modality_6.14.23.pdf 
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Appendix I: EBRPSS Early College Program Requirements 
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Appendix J: State Placement Test Guidance Document 
Subject to Change by LDE – Updated Revision as of PPP Board Approval Date 
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Appendix K: EBR Exceptional Student Services HS Diploma Alternate Assessment 
Jumpstart Portfolio Rubric for Exiting Seniors 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lqpB1WvBpS3k34fuiXmURF3NAYEbaFVw/view?usp=sharing 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lqpB1WvBpS3k34fuiXmURF3NAYEbaFVw/view?usp=sharing
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Appendix L: Kindergarten Placement 
 
Louisiana Revised Statutes § 17:17:151.3 - Kindergarten; establishment; entrance age; prerequisites :: 2024 Louisiana Laws :: U.S. Codes and Statutes :: U.S. 

Law :: Justia 
Louisiana Laws - Louisiana State Legislature 

 
 

LA Rev Stat § 17:151.3 (2024) 
RS 17:151.3 - Kindergarten; establishment; entrance age; prerequisites 

 
A. Each city, parish, and other local public school board shall provide for and offer, in every school 
having a first grade or in a kindergarten center, full-day kindergarten instruction to each child who 
turns five years of age on or before September thirtieth of the calendar year in which the school year 
begins. 
 
B. However, each city, parish, and other local public school board, by rule, may provide for a child 
younger than the age prescribed by Subsection A of this Section to enter kindergarten, provided that 
the child has been evaluated and identified as gifted in accordance with the regulations of the state 
Department of Education. A child admitted to kindergarten pursuant to this Subsection shall be eligible 
to enter first grade upon successful completion of kindergarten, provided all other applicable entrance 
requirements have been fulfilled. 
 
C.(1)(a) For the 2021-2022 and 2022-2023 school years, a child, as a prerequisite to enrollment in the 
first grade of a public school, shall have attended at least a full-day public or nonpublic kindergarten 
for a full school year, or shall have satisfactorily passed an academic readiness screening administered 
by the city, parish, or other local public school board prior to the time of enrollment in the first grade. 
Each city, parish, or other local public school board shall establish the academic readiness level for 
entry into the first grade. 
 
(b) Beginning with the 2023-2024 school year, a child, as a prerequisite to enrollment in the first grade 
of a public school, shall have attended a full-day public or nonpublic kindergarten for a full school year, 
and shall have satisfactorily passed an academic readiness screening administered by the city, parish, 
or other local public school board prior to the time of enrollment in the first grade. Each city, parish, or 
other local public school board shall establish the academic readiness level for entry into the first 
grade. 
 
(2) A child transferring into the first grade of a public school from out of state who does not meet the 
requirements as provided in Paragraph (1) of this Subsection for kindergarten attendance shall be 
required to satisfactorily pass an academic readiness screening administered by the city, parish, or 
other local public school board prior to the time of enrollment for the first grade. 
 
(3) A child not able to meet the kindergarten attendance requirements as provided in Paragraph (1) of 
this Subsection due to illness or extraordinary, extenuating circumstances as determined by the city, 
parish, or other local public school board shall be required to satisfactorily pass an academic readiness 
screening administered by the city, parish, or other local public school board prior to the time of 
enrollment in the first grade. 

https://law.justia.com/codes/louisiana/revised-statutes/title-17/rs-17-151-3/
https://law.justia.com/codes/louisiana/revised-statutes/title-17/rs-17-151-3/
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=79863
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D.(1) For the 2021-2022 school year, the parent or legal guardian of a child who is eligible, as provided 
in Subsection A of this Section, to attend full-day kindergarten, as a prerequisite to enrollment in any 
first grade of a public school, shall send the child to attend public or nonpublic full-day kindergarten, or 
ensure that the child is administered an academic readiness screening as provided in Subsection C of 
this Section. 
 
(2)(a) Beginning with the 2022-2023 school year, the parent or legal guardian of a child who is eligible, 
as provided in Subsection A of this Section, to attend full-day kindergarten shall send the child to a 
public or nonpublic kindergarten in accordance with R.S. 17:221. 
 
(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of this Section or any other provision of law to the contrary, a 
parent or legal guardian shall have the option to defer enrolling his child in kindergarten for one year if 
either of the following applies: 
 
(i) The child is four years of age on the first day of the school year. 
 
(ii) The child is enrolled in a prekindergarten program. 
 
(c) A parent or legal guardian who opts to defer enrolling his child in kindergarten pursuant to 
Subparagraph (b) of this Paragraph shall not be considered to be in noncompliance with the 
compulsory school attendance law. 
 
(3) Nothing in this Section shall be construed to prohibit a child from being enrolled in and attending 
kindergarten in a home study program. 
 
Acts 1988, No. 435, §1, eff. July 1, 1988; Acts 1988, No. 906, §1, eff. July 26, 1988; Acts 1993, No. 530, 
§1; Acts 2021, No. 386, §1, eff. June 16, 2021; Acts 2022, No. 374, §1; Acts 2022, No. 414, §1, eff. June 
15, 2022. 
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Appendix M: A Louisiana Guide to Dyslexia 
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/academics/a-guide-to-dyslexia-in-louisiana.pdf?sfvrsn=c70a821f_1  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/academics/a-guide-to-dyslexia-in-louisiana.pdf?sfvrsn=c70a821f_1
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Appendix N: LDOE LEAP 2025 High School (End of Course) Conversion Charts 
https://louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/high-school-leap-2025-grade-

conversion-table.pdf?sfvrsn=bfb6911f_4 
Subject to Change by LDE – Updated Revision as of PPP Board Approval Date; Civics not included – 

pending release by LDOE 
 

 
 
 

https://louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/high-school-leap-2025-grade-conversion-table.pdf?sfvrsn=bfb6911f_4
https://louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/high-school-leap-2025-grade-conversion-table.pdf?sfvrsn=bfb6911f_4
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