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Balanced Calendar Study 



Alternate Calendar Timeline  

September 
2011 

ÅAnnounce and invite parents to attend some information meetings to discuss the possibilities of changing from a traditional s chool calendar to an alternate or year round 
school calendar for the 2012-13 year 
ÅA committee would be formed in September to help plan for the sharing sessions. Staff, school board member, parents and leadership would head up the committee.  
ÅDiscuss the calendar concept at the September school board meeting 

October  
2011 

ÅConduct numerous discussion sessions 
ÅCommittee would meet this month following the sharing sessions  

November 
2011 

ÅProvide an update at the November school board meeting 
ÅConduct at least one session to discuss the alternate calendar 
ÅBoard discusses the key details of the calendar concept 
ÅPossibly survey parents during the November Parent Teacher Conferences 

January  
2012 

ÅSchool board discusses the feedback from the meetings and makes a decision to support or not support the alternate calendar idea 
ÅCommittee meets to continue the process should the board support the change 

February 
2012 

ÅSchool leadership finalizes the calendar for submission to the MDE, Service Center and Intermediate School District 
ÅCommittee meetings to plan the implementation of the new calendar if it is approved  

March-
August 2012 

ÅProceed to market the school using the calendar that is decided upon 



http:// www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,2005863,00.html  
 

http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,2005863,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,2005863,00.html


Purpose/Reasons for Study 

·NHA  and a WPCA discussion  

·Explore research on calendar options 

·MDE reviewing calendars 

·School Board/Staff interested in knowing more  

·Discuss a working model 

·Striving towards ñBetter Educating More Studentsò 

·Knowing more about strengths/concerns associated 
with balanced calendar 

·Check the data 



Listening to Senator Haas 

·http:// youtu.be/1b2uaKrFo_8  

 

Oregon State Senator Mark 
Haas 

Senator Haas is currently the 
Chairman of the Senate 
Education Committee. He is 
best known as leader in 
education policy, authoring 
Oregonôs full day 
kindergarten bills and 
passing a new law (2009) 
that explores year round 
education in pilot districts.  

http://youtu.be/1b2uaKrFo_8
http://youtu.be/1b2uaKrFo_8


What We Are Learning 

·Students lose learned concepts when not energizing 
in on-going learning (the old use it or lose it thing).  

·Summer loss strongly impacts WPCA 

·Other schools in the Lansing Area use a balanced 
calendar 

·We are no longer a ñNation of Farmersò 

·More and more NHA schools are using Summer 
Learning Camps 

 

 



Calendar Reform 

·ñWe can no longer afford an academic calendar 
designed when America was a nation of farmers who 
needed their children at home plowing the land at 
the end of each day. That calendar may have once 
made sense, but today, it puts us at a competitive 
disadvantage. Our children spend over a month less 
in school than children in South Korea. That is no 
way to prepare them for a 21st century economy.ò  

                                        ï President Obama 



What is a Year Round Calendar? 

·Students at year-round schools attend class the same 
number of days and receive the same curriculum as 
students at traditional calendar schools. A year-
round school is a rescheduling of the standard 180 
day school calendar to keep the learning process 
continuous and to maximize the use of school 
facilities. Students have periodic, shorter breaks 
rather than one long summer break.  



Traditional Calendar  

Summer 
Vacation ï  
60 Days Off 

Learn  ï 
 70 days 

Thanksgiving 

Break ï 
 3 days off 

Learn  ï 
15 days 

Winter 
Break  

10 days off  

Learn ï  
55 days 

Spring 
Break  

5 days off 

Learn   
40 days 

learn 

Traditional Calendar  
·Strengths 

¹ Summer Tourism 

¹ Professional Development 
Opportunities  

¹ Extended Learning 
Programs for Students 

¹ Many buildings do not 
have AC 

¹ Extra Curricular 
Scheduling 



Balanced Calendar 

·Strengths 

¹ Continuity of Instruction 
= Quality  

¹ Planning & Preparation  

¹ Intersession for 
Remediation & 
Enrichment  

¹ Reduces Summer 
Learning Loss 

¹ Improvement in Teacher 
Attitudes  

¹ Less Teacher Burnout 

Summer 
Break ï 
30 days 

Learn ï 
 45 days 

Fall break 
-15 days 

off 

Learn ï  
30 days  

Thanksgivi
ng Break 

3 days off 

Learn ï  
15 days 

Winter 
Break ï 

 15 days off 

Learn ï 
 45 days  

Spring 
Break 

15 days off  Learn  - 
 45 days 



Benefits of a Balanced Calendar 

·Facilitating educational improvements  
¹ Teachers in year-round programs generally believe that the quality of 

instruction is better than in traditional programs due to the 
continuity of instruction (Quinlan, George, & Emmett, 1987).  

¹ Teachers also believe that the YRE schedule has a positive impact on 
the way in which they think about and plan for instruction (Shields & 
Oberg, 2000). 

¹ The organization of the instructional time allows them to be 
reflective practitioners because they are able to plan at regular 
intervals during the academic year when it is needed the most 
(Shields & Oberg, 2000). 

¹ They find it more efficient and productive to plan curriculum for 
shorter blocks of time and feel that the year-round calendar provides 
ample time segments for instruction.  



Benefits of Balanced Calendar Cont. 

·In schools offering intersession programs during the 
vacation periods, teachers credit the intersession 
with enhancing and supplementing the regular 
curriculum (Quinlan, George, & Emmett, 1997).  

·In addition, intersession courses provide 
opportunities for teacher experimentation with 
different curriculum and grade levels ( Zykowski et 
at., 1991). 



Benefits cont. 

·Another advantage for teachers is that less review 
time is necessary at the beginning of each 
instructional block, as periods reduce summer 
learning loss (Cooper, et al., 1996). 

·Researches claim that this is especially true for the 
low socio-economic status (SES) level and high-risk 
students (Kneese & Knight, 1995; Gandara & Fish, 
1994; Quinlan, George, & Emmet,1987). 

¹ This may be due to accessibility of immediate remediation in 
YRE (Curry, Washington & Zyskowski, 1997) 



The Dataé 

·As far as achievement goes, the results are mixed and 
inconclusive. However, students in year-round 
schools that have everyone on the same track have 
shown improved achievement scores over those in 
traditional schools.  



Michigan Report - Wed. July 27, 2011 
Educators Discuss ñBalanceò In Year-Round School 

Schedule  


