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Vision 

Pathway School of Discovery inspires each student to excel academically, socially, and morally in a safe and 

nurturing environment. We provide individual and personalized learning opportunities through the involve-

ment and collaboration of students, staff, parents, and community partnerships. With our traditional values 

and solid academic content we prepare responsible students possessing the skills necessary to make noble 

contributions to society and encourage young minds to become creative and critical thinkers. 

Pathway School of Discovery 

2 0 0 9 - 2 0 1 0  A N N U A L  E D U C A T I O N  R E P O R T  

Mission Statement 

Working in partnership with parents and community, the Pathway School of Discovery mission is to become 

one of the finest K-8 schools in the country.  We offer a challenging, character-based education through a 

rigorous curriculum with high academic and social expectations. Our school prioritizes the academic program 

and instructional time so that each student reads, computes, and writes at or above grade level.  We expect 

our students to master basic skills and realize their full academic potential in preparation for higher education 

and adulthood. 

Student Creed 

I am a Pathway student. 

I strive to achieve academic excellence. 

I exemplify high moral character. 

I work diligently to prepare for the future. 

I know my success in school and life is dependent on my own effort. 

Paige Bartlett,         

Secretary 

Susan Garretson, 

Director 

Lisa Heathman,        

Vice President 

Duane Martin,         

Director 

Kevin Robie,           

President/Treasurer    

Kay Wick,                        

Director 

 

173 Avondale  

Dayton, OH  45404 

Board Members:  

Operational Information 
Grades Served: Kindergarten through Eighth Grade 

Hours of Operation: 8:00 a.m. — 3:05 p.m. 

School Year:  August 12, 2009 to June 3, 2010 



Pathway School of Discovery 

Pathway opened in the 2004-2005 school year with Kindergarten through Fifth grade. We added a grade per 

year and are now serving students in Kindergarten through the Eighth grade.  

School is in session each day from 8:00 am until 3:05 pm.  We have several after school programs including 

intramural football, basketball, volleyball, baseball, choir, Pathway University for advanced students, and 

Power Hour for students needing additional academic support.  

Pathway School of Discovery is managed by National Heritage Academies (NHA), a charter school manage-

ment company based in Grand Rapids, Michigan. NHA provides educational and administrative support for 

the school. Although NHA provides school administrators with a foundation of support and guidance, it is 

the school administrators and staff who are responsible for the school’s daily operations and decision-making. 

General School Information 

Process for Acceptance 

Pathway School of Discovery is a state-funded, 

public charter school. Therefore, there is no 

cost to attend the school. The school is open 

to any child wishing to attend. Students must 

be age-appropriate for their respective grade, 

and they must reside in the state of Ohio. 

By law, Pathway School of Discovery cannot 

restrict enrollment based on selection criteria. 

Pathway School of Discovery can, however, 

limit the total number of offered seats.  

Pathway School of Discovery’s open enroll-

ment period is from first day of the current 

school year until 5:00 p.m. on the last day of 

business in February of the current school 

year.   If applications received exceed offered 

seats in any grade level (“over-subscribed 

grades”), a random selection process will take 

place for all grade levels including under-

subscribed grade levels.  If applications re-

ceived are fewer than offered seats in each and 

every grade level (“under-subscribed grades”), 

all eligible applicants will be accepted and a 

random selection process will not be con-

ducted.  

All applications received after the Open En-

rollment Period will not be eligible to partici-

pate in the random selection process, and will 

be added to the end of the accepted list if 

offered seats are still available after the random 

selection process, or to the resulting waiting 

list created at the time of the random selection 

process.  

Accepted applicants are determined by the 

random selection process.  Accepted applicants 

must confirm their intent to attend the school 

within four weeks of acceptance by returning 

an Admissions Form and Official Release of 

Records Form.  The school will send all ac-

cepted applicants a postcard reminding them 

of this obligation.  The postcard will inform 

the parent that if the student does not attend 

the first day of school or call in to request an 

excused absence by the date and time indi-

cated, the student will forfeit his/her accepted 

status in the school and will not be en-

rolled.  The school will attempt to call all ap-

plicants who have not responded to inquire 

whether the applicant is still planning to at-

tend. 

Once students are enrolled and remain en-

rolled, they will remain eligible to be re-

enrolled at the school for successive years with-

out having to reenter the random selection 

process.  They must, however, fill out a re-

enrollment form by the end of the Open En-

rollment Period showing intent to re-enroll for 

the subsequent school year.  All applicants on 

a waiting list must resubmit an application for 

the following school year during the next 

Open Enrollment Period. 

Enrollment preference is first given to cur-

rently enrolled students.  Next preference is 

given to the following ordered categories of 

applicants: 

• Siblings of students who are attending 

the school the previous year 

• Applicants residing in the school district 

where the school is located 

• All remaining applicants 

If a student is selected for a grade level that 

still has offered seats available and the student 

has a sibling applying for a grade that no 

longer has offered seats available, the student 

will be placed on the accepted chart for his/

her grade level and the student’s sibling will be 

placed on the waiting list chart for his/her 

grade level and marked as having sibling pref-

erence.  Therefore, while sibling preference 

applies, siblings are not guaranteed a seat. 
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Progress Towards Contract Goals 

1. Ohio Achievement Test 

Goal: The Academy will use the state required Ohio Achievement Tests. 

Measurement: The following are approximate test dates for the Ohio Achievement Tests for the academic year. Results shall be reported 

in the annual report each year, disaggregated by test, grade, and subject.  

Progress: Goal met. Please see the section entitled “Educational Performance Indicators” for the results.  

2. Teacher-Constructed Assessments 

Reading and Writing 

Goal: The Academy will use both open Court assessments as well as teacher constructed assessments. 

Measurement: The assessment components of Open Court Reading reflect the balance nature of the series itself. A variety of assessment 

tools are used informally and formally to assess student progress, including pre– and post-tests, unit tests, comprehension assessment, oral 

fluency assessments, and self-assessment. Observation with appropriate logging is a way of assessing progress in phonemic awareness. 

Progress: Goal met. 

Math 

Goal: The Academy will use both oral and cumulative written assessments for Math. 

Measurement: Oral and cumulative written assessments are built into the Math program. Each assessment questions children on skills 

that have been practiced for the previous lessons. 

Progress: Goal met. 

Science 

Goal: Teachers will assess students on science objectives based on state standards. 

Measurement: Teachers use informal and written assessments on experiments, projects, and tests. 

Progress: Goal met. 

Social Studies 

Goal: Teachers use a variety of resources and assessment tools to assess students’ knowledge of important historical events. 

Measurement: Teachers assess students on projects as well as give periodic tests on the content standards. 

Progress: Goal met. 

 

3. Standardized Tests 

 Goal: Students will also be tested in the areas of reading, mathematics, language arts, and science via computer adaptive tests published by 

the Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA). 

Measurement: The NWEA tests shall be administered to grades 2-8 at least twice every year. A pre-test shall be administered to all stu-

dents in the fall and a post-test shall be administered in the spring. This yearly testing shall allow the School to measure year-to-year 

growth. The tests are delivered and scored electronically to measure growth for individual students, classrooms, and school-wide; provid-

ing immediate results. Additionally, tests can be given during the school year to provide a snapshot of student progress, allowing school 

staff to make instant adjustments to classroom lessons without waiting for year-end feedback. Additionally, we will use NWEA’s MAP test 

for Primary Grades to asses K-1st grade students in reading and math. 

Progress: Goal met. Please see the section entitled “Educational Performance Indicators” for the results of the NWEA tests. 

4. Non-Academic Goals 

Attendance 

Goal: The goal for student attendance rate is at least 93%. 

Measurement: We propose to assess the non-academic goals of the program, such as student attendance rates, at least annually, and more 

often should it be necessary. 

Progress: Goal met. For the 2009-2010 school year, Pathway School of Discovery had an attendance rate of 94.9%  
Parent/Teacher Conference Attendance 

Goal: Parent/teacher conferences shall have a goal of 90% attendance by parents/guardians and teachers. 

Pathway School of Discovery 
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Progress Towards Contract Goals Continued: 

Measurement: We propose to assess the non-academic goals of the program, such as student attendance rates, at least annually, and 

more often should it be necessary. 

Progress: Goal met. Pathway School of Discovery held Fall and Spring conferences. The attendance by parents/guardians was 97.3% 

for the Fall and 97.1% for the Spring (average 97.2%). 

Initial and Yearly Performance Benchmarking Data 

Goal: All students will increase achievement. This will be measured by the following assessments. 

1. Comparing the pre-test scores on the NWEA tests, published by NWEA, to the post-test scores from the exams given at the 

end of the year. Goals will be set each year from the baseline data gathered from the pre-test administered at the beginning 

of the school year. 

• Please see the section entitled “Educational Performance Indicators” for information pertaining to his measurement.  

2. Comparing scores on the Ohio Proficiency Test. Data will be compared to the data of the school district in which the 

school is located and to the school based goals as set from baseline data in the first year. 

• Please see the section entitled “Educational Performance Indicators” for information pertaining to this measurement.  

3.  The school shall pursue meeting the following applicable minimum requirements pursuant to the Ohio Revised Code 

3302.02: 

• 75% pass rate on each 4th grade proficiency test — please see the section entitled “Educational Performance Indica-

tors” Ohio Achievement Test Results  

• 75% pass rate on each 6th grade proficiency test — please see the section entitled “Educational Performance Indica-

tors” Ohio Achievement Test Results  

• 93% attendance rate — please see the section entitled “Educational Performance Indicators” Ohio Achievement Test 

Results  

• 3% drop rate — not applicable  

 

 

Student Demographics: Ethnicity 

Ethnicity Number of Students 

African American 122 

American Indian/Alaskan 2 

Asian/Pacific Islander 23 

Hispanic 20 

White 550 

Total 717 

*Note: Number of students enrolled as of June 2010. 
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• Kindergarten Teachers: 4 

• 1st Grade Teachers: 3 

• 2nd Grade Teachers: 3 

• 3rd Grade Teachers: 3 

• 4th Grade Language Arts 

Teacher: 1 

• 4th Grade Math Teacher: 1 

• 5th Grade Language Arts 

Teacher: 1 

• 5th Grade Math Teacher: 1 

• 4-5th Grade Science Teacher: 1 

• 4-5th Grade Social Studies 

Teacher: 1 

• 6th Grade Language Arts 

Teacher: 1 

• 6th Grade Math Teacher: 1 

• 6th Grade Science Teacher: 1 

• 6th Grade Social Studies 

Teacher: 1 

• 7/8 Grade Language Arts Teach-

ers: 2  

• 7/8 Grade Science Teacher: 1 

• 7/8 Grade Social Studies 

Teacher: 1 

• 8th Grade Math Teacher: 1 

• K-8 Art Teacher: 1  

• K-8 Music Teacher: 1  

• K-8 PE Teachers: 2 

• Special Education Teachers: 3 

• Paraprofessionals: 5 

• Reading Specialist: 1 

• Library Tech Aide: 1 

• Library Tech Specialist: 1 

• Social Worker: 1 

• At Risk Teacher: 1 

• Instructional Coaches: 2 

• Secretaries: 2 

• Deans: 2 

• Principal: 1  

Teaching Staff 

Pathway employed the following during the 2009-2010 school year: 

Ohio Achievement Tests 

Pathway School of Discovery achieved the academic rating of “Effective” on their Ohio state report card.  Pathway met 12 indicators (an in-

crease of 2), increased its Performance Index score by 2.9 points to 95.5, met AYP, and received a value added rating of “met”. 

 

Northwest Evaluation Association Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) 

Results from the computer-adaptive MAP tests also indicate strong academic growth.  In the areas of mathematics and language usage, Pathway 

students show a median rate of growth of 133% from fall testing to spring testing.  In reading, Pathway students have a 119% median rate of 

growth. 

 

Goals  

Our goals for the 2010-2011 school year are as follows: 

• Achieve a Performance Index Score of 100 on the Ohio Achievement Assessments 

• Meet Adequate Yearly Progress in all subgroups 

• Achieve 75% proficiency levels on OAT and MAP tests 

• Achieve 70% of students meeting or exceeding typical growth 

• Maintain at least 130% median rate of growth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Wide Focus 
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Student Attainment Goals 

Grade Level Areas of Concentration 

The following list identifies the measurement topic each grade level will be focusing on in both reading and mathematics. 

 

Grade K 

• Reading Goal: Comprehension 

• Mathematics Goal: Computation 

 

Grade 1 

• Reading Goal: Comprehension 

• Mathematics Goal: Addition & Subtraction 

 

Grade 2 

•  Reading Goal: Fluency & Vocabulary Development 

•  Mathematics Goal: Operations, Computations, and Estimation 

 

Grade 3 

•  Reading Goal: Fluency & Vocabulary Development 

•  Mathematics Goal: Strategies & Reasoning and Operations, Computations, & Estimation 

 

Grade 4 

•  Reading Goal: Expository/Informational Text 

•  Mathematics Goal: Algebraic Representations & Mathematical Models 

 

Grade 5 

•  Reading Goal: Fluency & Vocabulary Development 

•  Mathematics Goal: Multiplication & Division and Operations, Computations, & Estimation 

 

Grade 6 

•  Reading Goal: Expository/Informational Text 

•  Mathematics Goal: Algebraic Representations & Mathematical Models 

 

Grade 7 

•  Reading Goal: Expository/Informational Text 

•  Mathematics Goal: Measurement – Perimeter, Area, & Volume 

 

Grade 8 

•  Reading Goal: Expository/Informational Text 

•  Mathematics Goal: Functions & Equations and Algebraic Representations & Mathematical Models 
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Educational Performance Indicators:  

Ohio Achievement Tests Results  

State Indicators 

PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS AT OR  

ABOVE THE PROFICIENT LEVEL 

Pathway School of 

Discovery 2009-10 

School Comparison 

Group* 2009-10 

State  

2009-10 

3rd Grade Achievement The state requirement is 75% 

Reading 80.7% 50.8% 78.8% 

Mathematics 77.3% 47.3% 77.1% 

4th Grade Achievement The state requirement is 75% 

Reading 82.6% 49.1% 81.5% 

Mathematics 82.6% 41.4% 76.5% 

Writing n/a n/a n/a 

5th Grade Achievement The state requirement is 75% 

Reading 75.3% 36.1% 71.9% 

Mathematics 73.0% 27.5% 67.2% 

Science 79.8% 21.7% 70.1% 

Social Studies n/a n/a n/a 

6th Grade Achievement The state requirement is 75% 

Reading 80.5% 55.9% 84.7% 

Mathematics 76.8% 42.8% 77.6% 

7th Grade Achievement The state requirement is 75% 

Reading 71.9% 53.1% 80.5% 

Mathematics 64.9% 33.5% 71.2% 

Writing n/a n/a n/a 

8th Grade Achievement The state requirement is 75% 

Reading 76.9% 53.0% 81.3% 

Mathematics 65.4% 31.3% 69.3% 

Science 63.5% 20.8% 64.9% 

Social Studies n/a n/a n/a 

Attendance Rate The state requirement is 93% 

All Grades 94.9% 92.0% 94.3% 

*Your school comparison group is based on the performance of all schools in the Dayton City School 

district. 
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Educational Performance Indicators:  

Ohio Achievement Tests Results — Disaggregated 
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Educational Performance Indicators:  

Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA) Test Results 

NWEA MAP Results for Pathway School of Discovery 

Grade Subject Area 

Number of Fall 

09 Students 

Tested 

Percent  

Above Grade 

Level Fall 09 

Number of 

Spring 10 Stu-

dents Tested 

Percent  

Above Grade 

Level Spring 10 

Matched F09-

S10 Student 

Count
1 

Percent Meet-

ing S10 Growth 

Norm 

2 

Reading 90 55.6% 89 57.3% 84 44.0% 

Language Usage 89 48.3% 89 55.1% 84 53.6% 

Mathematics 90 62.2% 89 68.5% 84 58.3% 

3 

Reading 91 49.5% 88 64.8% 86 62.8% 

Language Usage 90 53.3% 88 63.6% 85 74.1% 

Mathematics 91 52.7% 88 73.9% 86 76.7% 

4 

Reading 87 57.5% 88 64.8% 84 57.1% 

Language Usage 87 56.3% 87 60.9% 83 55.4% 

Mathematics 87 63.2% 87 73.6% 83 67.5% 

5 

Reading 89 61.8% 90 77.8% 84 76.2% 

Language Usage 89 68.5% 90 70.0% 84 73.8% 

Mathematics 89 71.9% 90 76.7% 84 72.6% 

6 

Reading 84 56.0% 83 63.9% 74 40.5% 

Language Usage 84 57.1% 83 63.9% 74 70.3% 

Mathematics 84 70.2% 83 69.9% 74 66.2% 

7 

Reading 57 56.1% 56 58.9% 49 53.1% 

Language Usage 57 49.1% 56 66.1% 49 73.5% 

Mathematics 57 57.9% 57 57.9% 50 52.0% 

8 

Reading 53 56.6% 52 63.5% 50 64.0% 

Language Usage 53 58.5% 52 57.7% 50 60.0% 

Mathematics 53 50.9% 52 57.7% 50 72.0% 

1
  The count represented in this column includes only students who have taken a fall and spring assessment in the listed grade and subject. 

These counts do not represent the total unique students tested in all NWEA subjects. 
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PATHWAY SCHOOL OF DISCOVERY

STATEMENT OF NET ASSETS (UNAUDITED)
JUNE 30, 2010

CURRENT ASSETS:
  Cash 22,189$        
  Intergovernmental receivable 523,033        

          Total current assets 545,222        

NON-CURRENT ASSETS:

  Capital assets 9,936            
  Less: accumulated depreciation (2,981)           

          Total non-current assets 6,955            

          Total assets 552,177        

LIABILITIES—
  Deferred revenue 2,821            

  Due to National Heritage Academies, Inc. 528,933        

          Total liabilities 531,754        

NET ASSETS:

   Invested in capital assets 6,955            
   Unrestricted 13,468          

          Total net assets 20,423$        



Financial Information Continued: 

Pathway School of Discovery 

Page 11 

PATHWAY SCHOOL OF DISCOVERY

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENSES, AND CHANGES IN NET ASSETS (UNAUDITED)
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2010

OPERATING REVENUES:
  Foundation payments 4,313,264$   
  Food services 57,817         
  Other revenues 67,438         

            Total operating revenues 4,438,519     

OPERATING EXPENSES:
  Depreciation 993             
  Contracted service fee 5,918,729     

            Total operating expenses 5,919,722     

OPERATING LOSS (1,481,203)    

NONOPERATING REVENUES:
  Federal grants 1,475,826     

  State grants 9,915           

            Total nonoperating revenue 1,485,741     

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS 4,538           

NET ASSETS—Beginning of year 15,885         

NET ASSETS—End of year 20,423$       
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Ohio Revised Code (ORC) 3314.03 (D) (2) specifies “the sponsor of a community school shall monitor and 

evaluate the academic and fiscal performance and the organization and operation of the community school 

on at least an annual basis. Additionally, the sponsor must report the results of the evaluation conducted 

under division (D) (2) of the code to the department of education and to the parents of students enrolled in 

the community school.” 

 

The Lucas County Educational Service Center (LCESC) served as sponsor during the 2009-2010 school 

year, monitoring the performance of Pathway School of Discovery.  LCESC determined that the school was 

substantially compliant in the areas of academic and fiscal performance and in the areas of organization and 

operation of the school.  


